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PREFACE. 


UAL DI, the SHY f this lits 
'C tle Tr eatiſ. e, was one that infinite- 
ly loved ker p and had no doubt. bet 

| kia, could he have diſpenſed with 
that profitable S712 of Lying, None that. 
have ſcen Rome to any purpoſe, during. 
the time of Innocent the tenth, or the © 
 beginmng of Alexander the {eventh., 
| \ - but 2ſt have heard of hint at leaſt ;, as 
F- being one of the greateſt Wits of his 
time, ingentous, and of a modeſt tem- 
#1] | Per, 4 great Virtuoſo; one who conſide- 
| red Honoxr ſo much, and the World ſo 
[4 Jittle, that whoſoever knew him, muſt- 
eeds approve'the Work before he reads 

| f 2. - Bur truly, here there was no»uſe v 
8 | Lying, iwhere ſo \many corſtderable 
Wo Truths might fo ealtly be met with, " For \ 

= !/e Buſeneſs rs of fo late a Date , that it 
jen infinite to examineiwhat will yet .. 
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_ The Preface. 
be delivered by Eye-witneſſes upon En- 
quiry. Indeed it is the great entertain- 
ment of Converſation at Rome, to rc- 
late the ſeveral Stories of Innocent the 
tenth, and his Siſter-in-law Donna O- 
limpia. . And ſurely if Oral Tradition be 
of that force, as the late Innovatours 
would have it , they themſelves muſt 


. confeſs ( totheir own ſhame and conſu- 


ſion ) the truth of this Story : and by the 
great example layed before us, that the 
Church-men of the RomanF aith,will do 
any thing with a Woman, but Marry her, 
It muſt not be expetied that the tenth 
part of the Lady's ſtory is 10 be found in 
this ſmall Volunte : o T ſuppoſe a full 
Relation would take np more Paper , 
than that learned Man's Works g who 
hath troubled the warld. with two ſheets 
for each day in his Life But this be writ” 
to undeceive ſuch as.took Rome for the. 
Model of the Heavenly Jeruſalem , and 
the Pope and Cardinals for the Mayor 
and Aldermen. of the Corporations. It is 
probab'e Donna Olimpia, whorhad\'a. | 
A ſpite | 
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ſpite at all deſerving perſons, did whet 


the Pen of this good Man by ſome Af 
ſronts or Injuries, and provoke tis Zeal 
to a more vigorous proſecution of the 
Work: as God knows, we have all need 
to be awaked by ſome unreaſonable paſſq- 
on to do reaſon © Tet 1 dare ſay, nothing 


| ſhould teapl him to ſay more thantrath, 


And now, if matters have gone thus at 
Rome , what hapes of Infallibility 2 
Donna Olimpia indites to Innocent, 


- ſome broad-backed Groom or Coachs 


man ſuggeſts to her ; and where to find 
the firſt mouth of this Oracle, is not to 
be determiried. This Pope was cloſe for 
his Senſeleſneſs : For when the Con- 
clave had been tired out with bandying 
of Fattions, aud were reſolved to pitch 
pon ſome indifferent perſon ; 10t being 
able to find out any among themſelyes 
honeſt emongh to keep 10 that Integrity, 
they. choſe this as the greateſe Block- 
head, and ſo leaſt able to do miſchief. T 


|} have heard of an old Civilian, who with 
. | drinking Sack aud flndying the Laws, 
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The Preface, 
bad ſo addled his Brain z that having 
occaſion frequently to pajs by a Chappel © 
Door, which joyned to that he came ont 
of, would never fail to Piſs againſt it : 
and is it any wonder that he who had 
beaten out his little Wits upon the dull 
Volumes of the Canon-law, and ſo long 
doted upon a Woman, ſhould do worſe, 
not only at the Church Door, but within 
the very Rails of the Altar £ In the. 
mean time, thongh Children and Fools 
will be pleaſed with Bables : ſhall they 
think ta impoſe upon the reaſonable part 
of the World, and exempt the Pope from 
that determination in the Text, Every. _ 
Man is compalled about with Infir- 
mities? The Jeſuit brags much of his 
Harvest here in England,hile we hold 
our ſelves obliged to-them for weeding | 
our Church of juch Creatures. who, if | 
the ſoberest of their own Party be to be. 
believed, conduce mere to the ſhame, 
than propagation of- their Sci $0 that | 
we #249 ſay of therr, They Went out! 
from among us, becaule they. were. 

x not 


"I he Preface. 
not of us. However, that which carrys 
on the :work - of theſe Eccleſtastical 
Monuntebanks much more effed nall 
among #5, is that they ſubtly pradice 
the method of the Devil, tempting the 
weaker Sex, and thraugh their Charms 
draw the poor male into their Net, For 
who can ſhew his head in this Generati- 
01, and be ſo little a Courtier, as to de- 
ny the impertinent demand of a fair 


| Lady & It 3s wery ſeaſonable thereſore 


this accompt to the World, ſor a Pope in 
theſe our days to warn us of the ſad ef- 
feds of love tranſported beyond the 
"bounds of Honour and Vertue in his 


own perſon : thys to confront the im- 


pudence of Rome, which, while it pre- 
tends to dire@ all Chriſtians, by I know 
not what ent ayled Donation, tells ws by 


. its praGices, what once in the time of 


the Ligne the Cardinal Legat at his en- 
try into Paris, ſaid all the time he in- 
timated a Benediffion by the croſi mo- 
tion of his Hand, Qui vult decipi, de- 
Clpiatur : He that will be an Ajs, way. 

Eut 


| 


| 
' 


| 
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But I foal! flop retof oy draw 


a Waſps Neſt about 


oy it 


. 
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dead. The truth js, the Anthor is © 


thonght never to have deſigned this for 
the Preſs : but only writ it to ſatisfie 
the enriofity of ſore particular Friends, 
However, they who moſt eſteemed him, 


jndecd it fit [ince his Death to eternize - 


his Name, by publiſhing fo ingenious 4 
Piece, Some were of opinion ta moadee 
rate certain Expreſſions « but the moſt 


thought it not ſo equitable , to impoſe 


npon the Dead. Tt 3s therefore to be ta- 
ker, as it was firſt brought forth: and 
if anyfind ought to ſay againſt it, let 
ther: write into the. next World to the 


Author for an Anſwer , and keep in 
their right Senſes till it comes. 


THE 


Paeeogeeuozaeenges 
'TheLIFE 


Don Olimpia Maldachini. 


1s not my deſign to 
g1ve an accurate ac- 
count of Dona Olim- 
pra's Life; who in the 


. Man in Womans ap- 
parel, and in the Church a woman 
hy ns, "1 breeches, It would re- 
quirea Pen, all eyes, to ſet down the 
Life of a Lady, who caſt her eyes1ſo 
> | univerſally upon all affairs. To write 
4 the faults without mentioning the 
virtues of a perſon, who for ten : 

B - years 


2a The Life f 
years ſpace had ſo great a ſhare in 
the Government of the Church Ca- 
tholick ; is impoſſible to perform, 
without the reputation of a Here- 
tick : and to mention the virtues 
only, would be to dip my Pen in the 
Ink without ſtaining of it. Our Age 
hath felt too much the ſmart of the 
activity of this Lady : So that if a 
Writer ſhould take never ſo much 
pains to ſeparate the wheat from 
the chaff, that is , to pick out the 
good and leave the bad, according 
to the cuſtom of the preſent times, 
whenthey treat of great perſors;the 


world hath beheld ſo much chaff | 


before the wheat could be diſco- 
vered, that fucha ſtory would win 
no credit. 


I muſtneeds fay,it was a very fool- 
ih Age,that invented Writing:if its | 


only end were to make falſe appear 
true, and true falſe. Much better had 
it beento have left mens manners to 
be deliver d down by tradition 


from. 
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Donna Olimpia. 3 
from eye-witneſlſes, than to ſuch 
Scribes. Doubtleſs the world took 
very il! advice, when it ſubjected 
the reputation of Mankind to the 
capricio of a frail pen. And certain- 
ly it hath been great inadvertency 
in man to let a miſchief grow ſo be- 
yond the cure of Ages, | 

But why doI thus decry Writ- 
mg,while I my ſe}f pretend to write ? 
Alas! to write what one 1s an eye- 
witneſs of, is ſo natural], as the con- 
trary is eſtranging the world from 
it ſelf, Give me leave therefore to 


| fay with the Apoſtle St. John , What 


we have beheld with our eyes, what we 

have ſeen, and our hands have tench- 

ed : that declare we unto you. | 
I will write no other thing of 


" 1 Donna Olimpia but what I have [een 


it her;Her deſcent I will omit : only 
that ſhe was born of the Family of 
Maldachini, which name made but 


E little noiſe in AKoxze at that time, 


However,.I would very. willingly 
B 2 have 


A be Life o 
have ſpoke of her childhood and 
education., but that I ſaw her mar- 
ryed before a Virgin. She was born 
before me : ſothat I cannot ſpeak of 
what I have not ſeen, without break- 
ing my promiſe of delivering only 
what the "Theatre of Rome hath re- 


| Preſented to my eyes for the ſpace 


of five and twenty years and up- 
wards. I will but deliver what the 
common report of thoſe , which 
knew her in her younger dayes,hath 
informed me of. That from her very 
infancy almoſt ſhe ſhewed an ambi- 
tion to rule : infomuch as at her 


. childiſh playes amongſt her compa- 


nions , ſhe alone would ever give 
law tothe reſt. Thus ſhe grew up, 
and thus ſhe lived even till ſhe arri- 
ved to the years of marriage. It 1s 
ſaid, that her Parents, conſidering 
the ſmall ſhare they had in Fortunes 
favour, uſed all means poſſible (as it } 
is ordinary 1n Ttaly ) to make her. | 
reſolve upon a Monaſtick life, BY | 

; C, 
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Donna Olimpia. 5 
ſhe, that had more propenſion to 
Matrimony, than a Vow , denyed 
flatly to yield to any ſuch purpoſe. 
She was therefore given in marriage 
to Seignior Parfilio, brother to G70- 
anne Baptiſta Panfilio, who came af- 
terwards to be Pope. T heſe Nuptials 
were celebrated in Rozze with fatis- 
faction on both ſides, as loving reci- 
procally. Which kindneſs produced 
a numerous off-ſpring of females, 
with but one only male, which is 
Prince Panfilio , who ſerved for the 
ſtate to his Mothers intereſts. The 
firſt Scene that repreſents it ſelf (as 
I may fay) in the Tragi-comedy of 
the Life of Donna Olimpia , is the 
coolneſs of affection towards her 
Husband ; which by little begun to 
diſcover it felf,without any grounds 
the good man could find out for it. 
Nevertheleſs, how difficult ſoever 


| it wasto the Husband, the Romars 
| eafily ſmoaked the cauſe. Who ſee- 
ing how fond ſhe was of her Bro- 


B 3 ther- 


__ 


6 The Life of 


ther-in-law,began to have a general 
ſuſpicion of her virtue ; as believing 
for a certain the times of Herod 
were revived. Nor may we blame 
any for thinking amils of theſe twoz 
when their actions, geſtures and 
behaviour gave ſo palpable grounds 
of ſuſpicion. 

Donna Olimpia went much oftner 
in the Coach with her Brother-in- 
Jaw, than with her Husband : enter- 
tained her ſelf much more in the 
Clofet with the one , then in Bed 
with the other : and many times the 
poor Husband knew not where to | 
find ether Brother or Wife, that 1s 
im plain Engliſh, they alwayes went 
together. 

T here was but one reaſon, which | 
qualified this foul ſuſpicion. And | 
that was, divers debated it, nor | 
could imagine,that a Lady as Dona 
Ol:mzpia.who bad a body of no ordi- 


| nary ſhape, ſhould be in love with ' 


the uglieſt countenance that ever 


appear- 
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Donna Olimpia. 7 
appeared in humane ſhape, as it is 
moſt certain her Brother-in-law 
was, Eſpecially fince her Husband 
had ſomething pleaſing and*comely 
in him, though not exceeding. 
Whereas this could only give evi- . 
dence how great is the ambition of 
Womento domineer : which paſſion 
blinds them to that degree, they 
will not only ſurrender themſelves 
up to Men, but Satyrs. 

Seignior Panfilio, the Husbandof 
Donna Olimpia, following the com- 
mon practice of Ttaly , Nid all his 


| buſineſs without calling his Wife to 


counſel. On the other ſide, the Ab- 
bot Parfilio his Brother never entred 
upon any affair publick or private , 


{| but firſt acquainted his Siſter-1n-law 


with it 3 whoſe advice he took his 


1 meaſure by, as from an Oracle : na 


often times he went not abroad, 


| before he had received her benedi- 


Cction. 
Nor is this ſo wonderful:fince the 
B 4 great- 
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greateſt part of of the Prelates in 
Rome take this courſe to oblige 
ſuch Ladies as are ambitioufly in- 
clined. And indeed, if they did not 
do ſo, they would be as much hated, 
as they are now beloved of the La- 
dies of their relations. However 
this kind of condeſcention makes 
Prelates of Ladies, and Ladies of 
Prelates, to the no ſmall ſhame of 
Rome, 

Notwithſtanding that which was 
no great matter for another man , 
found ſome difficulty in the perſon 
of Abbot Paxfilio : who conſcious of 
his unwelcome face to woman-kind, 
ſtudicd to win the love of his Siſter 
in law by preſenting her with the 
entire diſpoſe of his will. She, who 
delired nothing more than the ex- 
erciſe of iuch a power, freely be- 
ſtowed her affections the more to 
oblige him to an abſolute ſurrender 
of himſelf. Thus the more he ſub- 
mitted his will to Doxna Olimpia,the 


more 


Donna Olimpia 9 
more love ſhe heaped upon him. 
Being ſtepped from an Abbot to a 
Prelate, and advancing daily 1n 
Ecclefiaſtical preferments : Donna 
Olimpia had {till 'a larger field to 
exerciſe her authority in. For ſhe 
was reſolved her Brother-in-law 
ſhould not do the leaſt matter with- 
out her : who moſt willingly ſub- 
mitted himſelf to her diſpoſal. Mean 
while the Husband dies : by which 
means ſhe remained not only Mt- 
{treſs -of her Brother-in-laws wall ; 
but alſo of all the affairs of the 
houſe of. Panfilio , which went no 
farther then the Brother , the Son 
and two Daughters. 

How great the reſpect was this 
Brother-1n-law had for her, may be 
judged by a Letter which lit 1to 
my hands by accident. It came from |, 
Spazn, where Seignior Panfilio was 
Nuntio, directed to Dopna Olim1pit 
at Rome, and was this, 


Loft 


' T9 


The Life of 
Moſt dear Siſter , 

M: affairs in Spain ſucceed not 

ſo fortunately as they did at 
Rome : ſince at Rome, and not in 
Spain, 1 had the aſſiſtance of your 
advice, Remote from you T am like a 
| Ship without a Rudder, left to the ſole 
mercy of Fortune:So much Tam forced 
to ſ-y in teſtimony of my afſeFion, T 
bejeech you to anſwer me at large to 
what I write by the hand of my Secre- 
tary, and to believe me 


Your moſt affectionate fervant 
and Brother PANF1LI0., 


An incredible ſtory to one that 
had not read 1t : that a publick Mti- 
niſter ſhould write ſuch fond Let- 
ters toa Woman, without regard 
had to reputation, or apprehen(1on 
how eafie ir is for Letters to miſcar- 
ry, a3 in effect this did. But ſince he 
had delivered himſelf over as a prey 
to this Lady, what could he do lels ? 

Indeed 


, 
, 


Doma Olimpia. In 
Indeed this Letter was a great 
evidence of their love , and confir- 
mation to what the ſpeculative peo- 
ple gave out, That Donna Olimpia 
gave inſtrudions to the Popes Nun- 
tio's, Butit will not be out of the 
way to touch a little upon the Na- 
ture of this Lady: before ſhe mount 
the Vatican, if not with the 17tre, 
at leaſt with the Command. 

She was one of few words in the 
ordinary company of Ladies : but 
made 1t up ſufficiently , when ſhe 
came to diſcourſe with Men. 
Though this could not be called 
properly her nature : becauſe ſhe 
would often ſay, ſhe had not words 
to caſt away upon a Sex, from 
whtch nothing was to be learned 
worth mentioning. By which you 
may gather, ſhe forced her Nature 
to condeſcend to her Juiigement. 

Her diſcourſes were alwayes 
propped with Reatons ct State, and 
many times with the addition of 

{ome 
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ſome ſentence : which made people 
think ſhe had ſtudied much, though 
there was no ſuchthing. 8he had fo 
happy a memory , that with once 
hearing or reading over ſhe would 
remember any thing : which made 
her be thought a Lady of great 
learning. It was very hard for her 
to ſubmit to the opinion of another, 
without offering great violence to 
her nature. And it is certain, ſhe 
had rather periſh with her own fan- 
cy, thanlive by anothers counſel. 
She was covetous to that degree, 
as ſhe would not ſo much as hear 
any body talk of the bounty of 
others. Nay, by a certain maxim ſhe 
held, ſhe made a virtue of that vice, 
by excufing her avarice with this 
pretence, 4 hat Women were made to 
gather, not to diſpinſe. She often 
changed her Servants : left in time 
they {ſhould become too familiar 
with her conduct. And indeed the 
Servants commonly mutiny'd we 
tne 


| her Children, eſpecially of her Son : 
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the years end for want of their wa- 
ges. She went ſeldom or never to 
Feaſts, Balls, or other recreations, 
which the Ladies of Roxre. uſe to 
divert themſelves with : left ſhe 
{hould be obliged to make the like. 
That which gave her the greateſt 
reputation, was her charity to the 
poor Religious : Though ſhe did it 
rather out of vain-glory, than Reii- 
g10n : She never did an alms, that 
the had nor firſt carried in procel- - 
ſion round the Palace. And indeed 
{ſhe was no ſooner got into the YVatz- 
can under the protection of 770- 
cent, then alms and Religious deeds 
were laid aſide: Which ſhews plain- 
ly what ſhe did before was tcigned. 
Hence Paſqxiz made bold to fay 


that Dona Olimpia was olim pa , 


aunc impia; She had ſome goodneſs 
heretofore, but now ſhe was gocd 
for nothing. 

She neglected the education of 


for 
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for fear it might waken his ſpirits a 
little, toa future diſturbance of her 
abſolute power over the houſe of 
Panfilio, A diabolical principle 
which reigns inthe hearts of almoſt 
all the great Ladies. Thus Doz 
Camillo grew up in ignorance, that 
he couid hardly read at twenty 
og of age. She kept no great ta- | 
le, and made her Steward bring in 

his Accompts every day to a far- 
thing. Complements ſhe would 
beſtow moſt liberally, and promiſe 
much more than any one could ask 
of her : well knowing that ſhe had 
the knack of excufing her ſelf, and 
denying whatever ſhe had pro- 
miſed , being moſt excellent and 
ready at 1t. f 

When her Brother-ir-law was 
made Cardinal; it was not to be 
imagined with what joy ſhe receiv- 
cd it : promiling her ſelf from that 
moment hopes of a higher advance. 
Panfilio's red Hat made Donna 
Olimpia 
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O0limpia grow higher by the head. 
Her Brother-in-laws Scarlet enfla- 
med her heart to a more paſſionate 
kindneſs, and ſo much the more by 
the death of her Husbang , which 
removed all obſtacles from divert- 
ing her loveupon any other object. 
They lived together, and ate toge- 
ther for the moſt part. Wholoever 
had any grace to demand of Cardi- 
nal Parfi/io, muit have applyed him- 
ſelf to Donna Olimpia :. but he'muſt 
ſeck to the Cardinal for any grace 
from her. Whenany one had re- 
ceived a denial from the Cardina)], 
they never took it amiſs,only it may 
be ſaid as they went out, Perchance 
he hath 20t ſpoke with Donna Olim- 
pla yet, 

Donna Olimpia was (he that taught 


I the Cardinal the art of diflimula- 


tn : though it be an ancient and 
one of the moſt principal cuſtoms of 
the Court of Roxze. I my ſelf heard 
her one day talk in this manner to 
the Cardinal. . Brother, 


16” The Life of 7 
Brother, it 3s not to be expreſſed | 
what ſparks of joy your Scarlet kindles 
in iny h:art : far beyond the "7; lp 
you your ſelf can take in it, who have 
the keys af my affections, It was your 
merit and not Urban's kindneſs that 

' anade you Cardinal : who could not 

refuſe the Hat to a Prelat, that ſo well 
knows how to ſerve the Church, Deſert 
may call a man to be Cardinal; but 
never Pope, which requires other qua- 
lifications, T do not ſee that they call 
men to this eminent degree , who are | 
really good 5 but ſuchs as ſeems to be ſo. 
It is the outward not the inward man, 
that makes a Pope, He that will be a 
Cardinal muſt ſpeak with all,and have 
to do with all:but he that would mount 
Saint Peter's Chair, mt change the 
Scene, and ſpeak little, and hawe to do 
with no body.The Cardinals demur not 
upon virtgte in the eleFion of a Pope : 
the only wirtue at ſuch atime conſiſts 
in the penſive looks of ſome Cardinal. 

All the Hiſtories teach ws, and the ex- 

perience 


i K Donna Olimpia. 17 
perience of Urban hath made ws ſee , 
that the Popes change their nature, 
which during the time of their Cardi- 
malate appears to have been in them, 
and not of them. Nothing now remains 
to accompliſh the happineſs af the houſs 
of Panhilio, and my content ,, but to ſee 
you ſeated in the throne of the Vati- 
can. That Fortune , which hath pro- 

w woted ſo many others to ſuch an honor 

| mithout merit or expcd ation, may as 

| well advance you, whoſe worth hath 

Juſt reaſon to exped it, Sixtus Quin- 

tus, who was a moſt learned perſon, 
feigned ignorance all the while he was 

Cardinal : very well knowing that 

ſuch a diſſembled ſimplicity had more 

efficacy to mount the Chair, than a 

ſpeculative underſtanding. 

To theſe exhortations ſhe like- 
wile added ſome more; which to 
deal clearly, I think not befitting 
an Eccleſiaſtical pen to ſet down 3 
beſides, that it would put me upon 


rclating, what I ſaw with my eyes, 
which 


ig 
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which God forbid. It is ſufficient 
to know the whole deſign and care 
of Doxna Olimpia was night and day 
to mind the Cardinal of putting on 
the mask of diſlimulation,which ſhe 
uſed to call the Porter of the Yati« 
can, 

Neither had theſe remembrances 
any 11 ſucceſs with the Cardinal. 


For though he was ſufficiently ill : 
natured ; yet was he very ſimple, 


- and 1gnorant In many Court Max- 
imes which are peculiar almoſt to 
Rome, And therefore knowing that 
the whole deſign of his Siſter-in-law 
was his advancement, and having 
none more intimate to confer with. 
he entertained long conferences 


with her perpetually till the next . 
Election, expeCting daily , by rea-. 
ſon of the great age of Orbay, an 


empty Chair. 


In order to his ſucceſs, the good 


Cardinal was become Maſter at 


diſlimulation in all particulars, but 
his} 
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Donna Olimpia. 19 
hrs love to his Siſter-in-law : 1n the 
Congregations none more un-con- 
cerned, in Converſation humble, 
and in the Church he acted the De- 
vout to a hair ; yet all this while 
it was impoſtible to conceal his 
Paſiton for Donna Olimpia. He loved 
her and idolized her as well in pub- 
lick as private : to the aſtoniſhment 


4 of every body, that a Cardinal,who 


had his pretences , though remote 
enough, in ſome ſhare to the next 
Ele&icn, ſhould enflave himſelf fo 
much to the love of a Lady, and his 
Relation, 

But Donna Olimpia had a tran- 
{cendent talent in the Politicks. She 
knew at the ſame time how to be 


- Jcomplaiſant to her Brother-1n-law, 


1 } 


» 


'c 
It 
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and turn his refolutions to her own 
bent : and yet ſo neatly, that the 
generality could find no objection 


ol againſt her. Indeed ſhe underitood 


ſo well how to hide the power the 
ÞOre over the Cardinal's will , that 
C2-.2 1t 
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it was much more eaſte to diſcover 
in the Slave than the Miſtreſs. She 
alwayes ſpoke of her Brother-in- 
law with great modeſty and reſpect: 
and would fift out with a great deal 
of art the inclinations of the other 
Cardinals towards hers. | 

When it came in her way to ſpeak 
with any of the Spariſh tation, ſhe 
would repreſent the great devotion 
the Cardinal her Brother-1n-law had 
for the Crown of Spazz, On the 
other ſide, if ſhe met with any of : 
the Frezch faction, ſhe aſſured them 
of the inward affection her Kinſman 
retained for the French, with which 
upon occaſion he would be more 
ſerviceable to them under hand . 
than others that made ſhew of open 
friendſhip. 

Towards the latter end of Vrbar 
the 8th. every moment ſeemed anjy 
age to Donna Olimpia, For having} 
with a great deal of ſecrecy pro- 
cured - one of the moſt Eminent 


Aſtro 
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Aſtrologers to Calculate the Nati- 
vity of her Cardinal], ſhe found by 
his Horoſcope, that in the Seven-- 
tieth year of his Age he was to be 
promoted to the higheſt dignity in - 
the Church ; whence ſhe concluded 
infallibly he muſt be Pope, 

Urban dying in the mean time in 
the year 1643.1n the month of ay, 
which was much upon the Seven- 


ticth year of the Cardina], the con- 
fuGon and diſtraction ſhe tound the 


Court in at that time, fortified her 


hopes with much more ſtrong aſſu- 
rances, : 
The Cardinals uſe not to enter 
the Conclave upon the death of the 
Pope, till after ten dayes be paſled. 
In which time they ballance the 
intereſts of the ſeveral Crowns,with 
the manners and inclinations of 
thoſe Cardinals which pretend , or 
that crdinarily they judge to have 
tome ground of pretention. Now, 
it 1s, if ever, that the Embaſla- 
C3 dours 
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dours demonſtrate their zeal in 
employing all their induſtry for the 
ſervice of their Maſters. They talk 
with this and that' man, beſpatter' 
with a thouſand calumnies thoſe 
they dillike, cxtolling the virtues 
of thoſe they approve with as much 
partiality. So that the multitude, 
who eſteem by hear-ſay , ſetup a 
new Idol every half hour. They 
make more Popes than there are 
Cardinals : and many times the 
Spaniards decry thoſe of the French 
facticn, and the French thole of the 
Spaniſh, to that degree, as the poor 
people cannot find amongſ[t all the 
Cardinals one worthy their choice, 
The life and converſation of Cardi- 
nals at ſuch a time is as cheap as 
Ontons in the Market , where you 
may ſee their Eminences ſtand like 
{o many poor Lambs at Sale. He 
that 1s cryed up to day, to morrow 
is brought as low. In this Corner 
of Rome is certainly concluded ſuch 

a 
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a Cardinal ſhall be Pope ; in ano- 
ther that the ſame ſhall never be. 

| In an inſtant it is reported all over 

| the City , that the Sparzards have 
| carried It : and the next moment 
there is no ſuch thing. How many 
Popes are made by the people,that 
neither French nor Spaniard ever 
thought of : and by the Frexchand 
Spaniard unknown to the people ! 
In fuch a pickle was Rowe during 
the Vacancy after Urbar's death. 
When Donna Olimpia with all the 
dilig:nce imaginable applyed her 
ſelf to diſcover the intrigues, com- 
binations and deſigns of the Cardi- 
nals and Embaſladours, as to the 
EleQion of the new Pope. And 
though ſhe was naturally covetous, 
yet in this conjuncture ſpared ſhe no 
colt in Spies to procure the beſt in- 
formation, She had her Emiſlaries 
in every part z even to ſearch into 
the hearts of men, if it were poſſt- 
ble. But all in vain : For ſhe could 
C 4 inform 
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inform her ſelf of nothing more, _ 


than that her Brother-in-law was 
layed afide, as to any hopes of the 
Chair. And it is certain, that the 
Cardinals at their firſt entring into 


the Conclave, preferred the whole 


reſt of the College before Cardinal 
Panfilio. 

One day as the Cardinals were 
ſhut up in the Conclave, it was told 
Donna Olimpia that there was but 
one only reaſon that hindred her 
Kinſman from being Pope; and that 
was. the 1]l underſtanding he had 
with the Farbarines : to which ſhe 
preſently anſwered , If that be all, 
this very thing will make him Pope 3 
ſince none are more hated at this time 
than tlie Barbarines. 

The Cardinals came into the 
Conclave with a firm reſolution not 
{o much as to mention Fa»fil;o, Not 
in conſideration of his little merit : 
For that 1s anObjection never takes 
place in the Conclave , where the 

Car- 
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Cardinals in no wiſe ſuffer goodneſs - 
to come into the Scale. For fo he 
werean Enemy to the French, the 
Spaniſh faction would chuſe a Fury: 
were he the like to the Spariard,the 
French would chuſe him, though it 
were the Devil himſclf ; and for 
the Cardinal Nephews of the laſt 
Pope, who are alwayes upon this 
occaſion moſt vigilant, they wau! 
ſet up Antichriſt to be aſſured of his 
Friendſhip. SI 

The night before the. Conclave 
began, Cardinal Paxfi/7o had a long 
conference with his Sifter-in-law. 
What 1t was I could never learn, 
further, then that ſome will have 
Donna 0/impia to have told him at 
parting, Perchance I ſhall ſee you 
Pope, bat never more Caraival, To 
which 1t 1s ſaid he replyed, Were 
you but Pepeſs, I won'd wiilinely re- 
linguiſh my claty, There was now 
Ix Weeks paſted in the Conclave 
that the Cardinals hal not the leaſt 


thought 
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thought of Parfilio : nor when they 
did begin to mention him, was it 
without Ten thouſand difficulties. 
The Spaniard , who perceived all 
his creatures layed aſide , preſſed 
hctly for the incluſive of Panfiho - 
but the French inſtigated by Car- 
dinal Antonio Barbarino wade all 
their endevours to have him ex- 
cluded. 

There were many reaſons why 
Cardinal Parfilzo was neither defir- 
ed, nor approved of. His Satyrick, 
Sower, Brutiſh, Saturnal look made 
him be taken for a contumacious 
ſpirit : Which gave ſome occalion 
to ſay, It would not do well to 
chuſe an Univerſal Father (ſuch as 
ina manner is the Pope) with ſuch 
a beaſtly, deformed countenance , 
leſt he ſhould fright his Children 
with his looks from coming ncar 
him. 

Others excepted againſt him for 
his want of knowledge and learn- 
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ing, having ſpent all his time in 
dreaming over the Canon Laws , 
which he begun to faulter 1n too. 
So that he was fancied to prove a 
Prince not much inclined to favour 
learning , which 1s ſo eſlential to 
the good of the Church, Belides his 
{ſtudy of the Laws was looked upon 
as fuch as would make him ſick of 
all that were eminent 1n any other 
kind. Neither were theſe Diviners 
deceived : for during his reign the 

Church was ſerved with 1gnorant 
Prelates, and many deſerving per- 
ſons kept out of Biſhopricks , nay 
perſecuted ſo far as to be baniſhed 
Aome, 

It was foreſeen in him by others 
(and this indeed had like wholly to 
have excluded him) that :f he were 
elected, the power would be ſub- 

| jected to the frail diſpolal of a wo- 

man, through thoſe bowels of affe- 

Ction he bore to his Kinſwoman, 

4 Who, as I have told you before, 


was 
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was abſolute Miſtreſs of his will. 
And this objection Jay the harder 
upon him, becauſe all the Cardinals 
knew very well how deep root this 
love had taken in his heart 3 and 
therefore a hard matter to take off 
the impreſlion, beſides the conlide- 
ration of what a pernicious ſpirit 
was Donna Olimpia, 

This was the conſideration that 
fortified Cardinal Artorio and the 
French faction in their oppoſition : 
which they objected as the only 
motive to exclude him. They 
pleaded that as the 'ſtate of affairs 
went, it was dangerous to give the 
Hereticks ſuch an occaſion of ſ{can- 
dal: Who would not fail of a thou- 
ſand pretences, ſeeing the Pope re- 
ſign the whole diſpoſal of his reſo- 
lutions to a woman, to defame the 
Church with Libels, that ſhould be 
Giiperted about Rowe daily under 
the name of Paſqzinr, Belides that 


the paſled kindnetles, betwixt Par- 
o- © filio 


Donna Olimpia. 29 
filio and Donna Olimpia which hi- 
therto were gone no further than 
the City of Roxze, would be divul- 
ged over the whole world, to the 
no mean ſcandal of all Chriſtendom. 

All this nevertheleſs helped but 

to delude the Court, and ſhew the 
weakneſs of thoſe that oppoſed Par- 
filio, For the more Cardinal Antonio 
{trove to fruſtrate his Election, the 
more he prognolticated the decree 
of Fate, which had determincd the 
fortune of dominion ina man of this 
kidney. Thus unexpected to Rome, 
in deſpite of Cardinal A-tonio, and 
the aſtoniſhment of thoſe very per- 
ſons that gave their voices tor him, 
was Panfilo made Pope,takinz upon 
11m the name of {ocert, 

How Denna Olimpia received this 
news, Jet thoſe judge that have 
heard talk how predominant the 
ambition of rule was in her, and the 
influence ſhe had upon her Brother- 
in-law. 

SO 
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So highly was ſhe tranfported 
with joy,that from fifty yeers,which 
was her age, ſhe ſeemed to be re- 
ltored to five and twenty. 

She flung open the gates of her 
Kinimans Palace, now Pope, tothe 
people who came to rifle 1t, with 
demonſtrations of great Satisfaction. 
They ſay alfo,that ſome days before 
this Election a certain Prelate to 
curry favour with Donna Olzmpia 
(which he did as well to the rela- 
tions of all the reſt of the Cardinals, 
that were 1n election to be Pope) 
went to adviſe her , that her Bro- 
ther-1n-law would undoubtedly be 
Pope ; and therefore ſhe would do 
well to remove the richeſt furniture 
from becoming a prey to the peo- 

le, whoare accuſtomed always at 
the Election of a Pope, to rifle the 
Palace of his Cardinalfhip : but 
Donna Olimapia told the good man , 
That on that condition her Brother-in- 


law were Pope, ſhe would not ſacrifice 
| the 
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| the Palace, but her ſelf to the people. 
| Indeed ſfoſhe faid, but ſhe did it 
| not : For her avarice prevailed fo 
far with her. that ſhe hid the beſt 
goods, So as the people finding 
no great matter : began from that 
time to receive ill impreſſions of 
the moſt inſatiable avarice of this 

i] Lady. 

3 The vilitsa new Popeuſed to 
receive were few, giving audience 
only to thoſe of his moſt intimate 
confederacy, before he was ſetled ; 
though from the firſt hour of Ele- 
Ction they have the abſolute power: 

whereas thoſe to Dona Olimpia 

were frequent beyond belict. The 
| nobility of Kozze flocked to her in 

Troops, the Embaſladours, the 

Cardinals, and the Ladies: all 

which ſhe received with a moſt ob- 

lIiging countenance at the begin- 
ning, till afterwards, that ſhe be- 
gun to find her ſelf faſt in the ſeat, 
ihe put ona look that ſower'd all. 
The 
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The very night Parfilio was cho- 
ſen, about two hours after the day 
was ſet in, ſhe went privately to 
to the Popes Palace to give him a 
viſit : who received her with great | 
demonſtrations of affection, and it 
was obſerved in kifling his Feet 
Donna Glixtpia and the Pope both 
wept for joy. This Lady enter- 
tained her ſelf here till midnight, 
the dores ſhut all the while, only 
that Seignior Camilo, her Son , 
went inand out ſeveral times, By 
the Popes permiſhion ſhe viſited all 
the Chambers, even to his bed, 
which ſhe would ſee whether 1t was 
mate or no, giving order for the 
diſpoſal of other furniture. 

Next day , when {he was come 
home, ſhe began to take the ſtate 
of a Princeſs upon her with all thoſe | 
that came to viſit her. Cardinal 


Antonio, who apprehended more || 


than others what afterwards befell 
him , ſhewed the greateſt ropes 
and | 
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and reverence towards her. Info- 


S much as it was obſerved when he 


complemented her,he often repea- 
ted the title of Excellence ; beſides 
that he was not with the laſt that 
preſented both her and her Son. 
But the good Lady finding it was 
now the time to revenge thoſe in- 
juries ſhe had received from the 
Barbarires , made no great return 
to Cardinal Antonio's civilities, re- 
ceiving them with a great deal of 
coolneſs, as probably keeping in 
mind the rumour this Cardinal had 
ſet about the Town concerning her 
amours with her Brother-in-law. 
This aCtion renders her worthy 
the title of treacherous. For when 
Urban lay a dying, and during the 
vacancy, both by her ſelf and o0- 
thers the held the Barbarzizes in 
hopes with fair promiſes, that it 
her Brother-in-law chanced to be 


| Pope, they ſhould not only be con- 


firmed 1n their preſent proſperity, 
D but 
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but advanced. Though it is very 
true, the Barbarines, well read in 
the Court diflimulations, gave no 
great heed to her words, but op- 
poſed his Election with all their 
power. So that Doza Olimpia on 
the other fide perceiving their dif- 
fdence. reſolved to truſt them as 
little, 

The firſt thing Dona Olimpia pro- 
cured at Court,was the ruine of the 
Barbarines, However knowing it 
wold prove no caſte matter through 
the unblameable life of Cardinal 
Franceſco,and the ſtrong intereſt of 
Don Tadeo,to oppreſs a family for- 
tified with ſo1mmence a treaſure as 
that was 3 ſhe counſelled the Pope 
only tothe deſtruction of Cardinal 
Antonio, as afluring her ſelf of mat- 
ter enough to attaque the life of a 
perſon ſo much hated in Kore. 

It was reported with a great deal 


of truth , that the Pope had not | 
perſecuted the Cardinal to that de- | 
gree, | 
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ree, had not Donne Olimpia been 
o frequent in her importunities. 
Though he hated him for many 


reaſons, particularly for the oppo- 
ſition he made =__ his Election : 


yet was he reſolved for all this 
but to mortifie him a little. But 
Donna Olimpia preſſed {till his utter 
extirpation, that ſhe might get his 
Abbies and other Revenues into 
her clutches. Which indeed, as 
to his poſſeſſions ſhe effected , 
though ſhe miſſed of his life. For 
the Cardinal being warned of the 
Popes good intentions, and Dozna 
Olimpia's, fled diſguiſed through 
Ttaly into France, ſcaping narrowly ' 
at Savona to be ſeized Priſoner. 
And moſt aſſuredly had he then 
fallen into the Popes hands, he had 
been tryed for his life, and execu- 
ted. But God had mercy upon 
| him. | 

| DonnaOlimpia was defigned imme- 
| diately to remove into the /aticar, 
D 2 and 
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and ſet up her ſtation next the 
Pope. Which he had not only 
yielded to, but ſought ; if Cardi- 
nal Parzicolo by force of reaſon had 
not laboured to divert both him 
and her from ſuch thoughts ; Re- 
preſenting it as ſcandalous not only 
to Kore, but the whole world : as 
enough to confirm the truth . of | 
thoſe rumours, which were as' yet | 
doubtful to many. Upon this con- | 
ſideration, the Pope made her 
keep at home : Bur withall, gave 
her leave to come every day ( or 
night I ſhould fay rather ; becauſe 
it was commonly after Sun-ſet, ſhe | 
went and ſtayed there till mid- 
night ) into his preſence, which | 
he never failed of. 

This Cardinal Panz7icolo was the 
only engine that ſet the great mals 
of the: Popes brains a going after 
Donna Olmmpia. Nay , oftentimes | 
he had greater influence upon the | 
Pope, than Deana 0lzzpia her elf. | 

He | 
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He had exactly the length of the 
Pope's foot, and knew how to ad- 
viſe him ſuitable to his inclinati- 
ons 3 Which was a great fatisfaCti- 
on and eaſe to his Holineſs, with 
whom he would confer all day, and 
ſometimes the night too. For this 
Pope had a laudable cultome, ne- 
ver to go to bed till atrer mid- 
night. Quite contrary to his Pre- 
deceſlour ; who went to his Reſt 
preſently after the Evening , and 
got up again at break of day, to 
diſpatch the publick Affairs. 

The Government of this Pope 
wasa little embroyled, while Car- 
dinal Panzicolo lived. For he 
made it his endevour for the moſt 
part to diſappoint the Counſels of 
of Donna Olimpaa < And ſhe, on 
the other ſide,to find ſome objecti- 
on {t1]] to what he adviſed. But 
after the death of this Cardinal, the 
Government was wholly Feminine 
and ſcandalous, to the juſtification 
D 3 of 
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of what the Cardinals, Lartes and 
Barbarino , declared in the Con- 
clave. Cardinal Laztes, who was 
a man of an exact experienced wal- 
dom, was demanded what Judge- 
ment he could give of Cardinal 
Parfilio,in caſe he came to be Pope: 
who anſwered without demur ,That 


he would be a good Pope from thePon- | 


tomolle to Rome; the which Bridge 


1s but a mile: from Rome. Meaning 
that he would do good for the City 
of Roxme,by Buildings and other gra- 
ces,for the aggrand1zing the houſes 
of Rome, as in effect he did : but he 
added, That. he would prove very 
pernicious to the State, and profit of 
Chriſtendome 5 beſides that many par- 
ticular perſons would ſmart for it. 
This Cardinal , without doubt, 
took his meaſure from the abſolute 
devotion the Pope bore to his Si- 
{ter-in-laws will : concluding that 
as Women think of nothing far- 
ther than what they have before 


their 


their eyes, and within reach of 
their hands ; the Pope would ſure- 
ly lay all other Conſiderations afide, 
through Donna Olimpia's advice, 
for the embelliſhing of Rowe, to 
rhe neglect of Church and State: 
Nor was he ont in his Prophecy. 

In the ſame manner Cardinal 
Franceſco Barbarino, a man of a moſt 
3 exemplary life, being intreated to 
{ give his opinion of Cardinal Par- 
filio, preſently replyed 3 He would 
make an excellent Pope for the Wo- 
mer. A Sentence too notorious to 
be interpreted a Prophecy. To 
ſay the truth, Donna Olimpia diſpo- 
{ed of all the Court Affairs, pub- 
lick and private : There not being 
the leaſt Buſineſs ordered without 
her good liking , in part at leaſt. 
For moſt frequently , as he hath 
been treating with Cardinal Parzz- 
colo about- any particular, it hath 
been heard come from his Holineſs 
his mouth, What wil Donna Olim- 
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pia ſay £ Which makes it moſt pal- 
pable, that he was afraid of diſ- 
plealing her. For which Reaſon, 
Panzicolo conſulted with Donna 
Olimpia for the moſt part before he 
propoſed any bufineſs to tne Pope ; 
for fear he might otherwiſe con- 
tract the Odium of that aſpiring 
Lady. 

She importuned to have her Son * 
made Cardinal, which was not re- | 
fuſed her ; and to have him de- 
clared Cardinal Patron, as being a 
Title conferred always upon the | 
Pope's neareſt Nephew. Donna 
Olimpia was induced to this: upon a 
double motive; neither of which 
proceeded from any natural affe- 
ction , but meerly politick. The 
firſt was to leflen Cardinal Panz3- 
c0/0's Intereſt with the Pope , by 
taking the tranſaction of Affair: oft 


his hands : Promiſing her ſelf for 
certain, when oncea Cardinal Pa- 
trox ſhould be declared, to whom 


of 
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of courſe belongs the management 
of Afﬀairs both publick and pri- 


J vate, Panzicolo would voluntarily 


abſent himſelf from the Court ; 
beſides, that the Pope having fo 
near a help, would ſeek no further. 
The other was to make her felt 
more abſolute : For though her 
Son were in fo conſiderable a Stati- 


1 on, yet by the incapacity of the 


Subject ſhe made no doubt to be 
Miſtreſs, her poor child not daring 


. to truſt his own ſtrength in any bu- 


[meſs without the advice of his 
Mother. And no doubt it had 
proved fo, it her Son had not re- 
pented fo ſoon of his bargain, in 
taking ſuch a task upon him. 

The Pope undertuok at the 
creating his Nephew Cardinal, to 


inſtruct him by degrees in the con- 
duct of publick Affairs ; being con- 
{cious of his mighty ignorance. But 
the Nephew , in ſtead of advan- 
cing, went backward, not attaining 


in 


4. a 


1m ſo many months to the capacity 
of negotiating the leaſt circum- 
{tance alone : For which his Uncle 
reproved him a thouſand times a 
day, for a block-head. To pre- 
vent which fault, there came not 
the leaſt buſineſs to him , that he | 
did not conſult his Mother , which | 
fell out to her hearts delire, This | 
defect of his, asit made him avoid ! 
all buſineſs to his power ; ſo was he | 
likewiſe troubled at it to find him- 
ſelf engaged in what ſuited not with | 


his talent or way of living. In this 3 


mean while the Princeſs Roſſara be- | 
came a Widow , then which he |: 
could not have wiſhed for a better 
occaſion : nor would he loſe it, but 
reſolved immediately to lay by his 
Scarlet, and marry the Princeſs, 
againſt the conſent both of Mother 
and Pope. 

There was no great diſtance -of 
time betwixt his renuntiation to the 


Cardinalſhip and his Wedding : 
the 
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the aſtoniſhment of Rome, at ſo un- 
expected a Marriage. The news of 
this was no ſooner brought to the 
Pope's ears, than he held a two 
hours conference with Donna Olin 


p7a, to reſolve what was to be done 
in this caſe. The refult of which 


$ was, that the Prince Camillo and his 


Lady , ſhould be baniſhed from 


7 Rome, Upon which the Orders 
j were brought him to depart, to the 


amazement of all people. However 


# It was ſubmitted to , though not 
2 without ſome regret on the Princeſs 
# her fide: who piqued at ſuch uſage, - 
; took the liberty to utter ſome dit- 


courſe , which made not for the 
honour of the Pope , or reputation 
of Donna Olzmpia. 

There was none but wondred at 
this diſgrace : there not being the 
leaſt objection to the Match , thar 
might diſpleaſe his Holineſs ; eſpe- 


| clally fince he was the only branch 
{ofthe houſe of Parflzo - Surely the 


Pope 
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Pope ought to have excuſed his 
natural infirmities, and have appro» 
ved hisnuble change, ſo much con- 
ducing for the keeping up the Fa- 
mily. Beſides the conliderableneſs 
of the fortune with a perſon of her 
quality, beauty , and youth : all 
which ſhe had in perfection, with | 
ſeveral other vertues,and the hopes 
of a numerous off-ſpring , which | 
was fulfilled by the production of | 
three Sons. One would think the 
Pope had more reaſon to commend | 
dwg quarrel ]iis Nephew after all 
rnils. | 
Thoſe that looked more narrow- ; 
ly into circumſtances , would not 
have it to be any dillike the Pope 
took againſt his Nephew, that he 
was 1n diſgrace 3 but out of a cer- 
tain vain-glory, to make the world | 
believe him a zealous Patriarch, in | 
aging Soc all conſiderations of his | 
blood and family, to vindicate the 


honour of the Church , which he 
looked 
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looked upon as undervalued by his 
Nephews laying down his Cardinals 
Cap. 

The other deſign in baniſhing his 
Nephew, as many will have it, pro- 
ceeded from this reaſon : That the 
Pope perceiving the Revenue of 
the houſe of A/dobrandino , which 
was that of the Princeſs , charged 
with ' Legacies and other incum- 
brances, did his Nephew this cour- 
telie by baniſhing of him; that 
being out of the way in the Coun- 
try tor the moſt part, he was ex- 
empt from that expence and {tate he 
muſt otherwiſe have been at upon 
the Marriage of a Popes Nephew 
with a Princeſs born to ſo great a 
fortune : By this means declining 
the preſent charge the inheritance 
came in the more cleer. But this 
was a confideration ſo ſordid , that 
I can ſcarce believe 1t of a private 
perſon : much leſs of a Prince, whole 
mind 1s daily excited to generous 

actions, 
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This diſcourſe, to fay the truth, 
begun in the ſhops amongſt the 

Tradeſmen, who for the moſt part 

meaſure by the largenefs Of their 

own Souls, at fix per cent. However 

it gained credit through the dil- 

courſe and opinion of the moſt re- 

fined Courtiers : who ſaid, the Pope 
would never have done this of him+ 
ſelf, but that Cardinal Panzicolo 
ſeeing the importunity and noiſe 

Donna Olimpia made for the baniſh- 

ment of theſe two perſons, to hu- 

mour the buſineſs, gave this out for 
the reputation of the Pope's good 
nature, and Donna Olinpia's ava- 

TIC, 

But itis time I now ſhew you, 
why Dona Olimpia forced -her ſelf 
to put her Son in diſgrace with his | 

Unclc : which might otherwiſe ap- 

apear impoſhible tor a Mother , or 

common humanity. Therefore thus 
it was, thatno man doubted but the 

Mother was the main and only 1n- 

ſ{trument 


ſtrument that wrought the baniſh- 
ment of her Son, and ſo it will be 
worth pains to know the particula- 
ritiesof a thing ſo extraordinary, 
Upon the notice of Prince Canml- 
lo's deſign, Donna Olimpia grew jea- 
$ lous leſt the conſiderableneſs of ſo 
great a Match might create her 
$ Partners in the diſpoſal of the 
* Pope, at leaſt limit her in part if not 
/ in the whole. What gave her the 
greateſt ſuſpicion, was the know- 
| ledge ſhe had of the Princels of 
! Roſjano her Daughter-1n-law, repu- 
! ted for a Lady of great wit and 
| diſcretion,who ſpoke ſolidly always 
1 upon good grounds z which would 
4 no doubt intime have won upon the 
1 Pope. And that which the more 
1 aggravated her jealouſy, was that 
1 ſhe very well knew the inclinations 
of the Pope to love the Female Sex: 
{o that ſhe certainly concluded his 
| Holineſs would take more pleaſure 
in having to do with a young Niece, 
than 


WIny 


than an old Siſter-in-law. For this 
cauſe ſhe nſed all her cunning to 
render the Nephew odious to the 
Uncle, ayainſt the bonds of nature 
and conſanguinity : that ſhe might 
fatisfie her Ambition of guicing the 
Popes will at her own difcretion. 
Nor was it ſtrange that the ſame 


Pope ſhould put all his affairs into 


her hands, to whom he had long 
ſince reſigned his heart : though ſhe 
abuſed this power to ſuch a degree, 
that ſhe brought the whole Court 
to her beck. 

Beſides, if we conlider the en- 
dowments of Prince Camilo, we 
cannot but think the Pope had ſome 
reaſon on his {1de to forget his Re- 


lation. For at what time he made + 


him Carcinal, he deſigned to fit him 
for the employment of a firſt Ne- 
phew, for the which he found a 
great incapacity in him ; inſomuch 
that the more his Uncle inſtructed 
him, the greater Dunce he grew, 
tnat 


4 
| ' 


; 


| | 


; 
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that ſcarce a day paſſed without a 


 multitnde of reproofs and chidings: 


the fear of which, as he endevour- 
ed to be more diligent , run him 
{till into greater abſurdities; ſo that 
the Pope could never ſee him with- 
out extreme regret. 

The Court wondred moſt at 
theſe two particulars, in the ba- 
niſhment of Prince Camilo. The 
firſt was to ſee a Pope ſo beſotted 
with a Woman , as to puniſh his 


| Nephew for having directed his 


love toa Princeſs of equal quality 


| to himſelf. Who could but admire 
| to ſee a Pope given over to the ex- 


ceſs of an aſpiring Woman , who 
governed Church, State,Court, and 


J Pope himſelf with a high hand : 
and at the ſame time become ſo 


cruel to his only Nephew for 
appropriating with the love cf 
ſo noble a Lady, ſo confiderable 
a patrimony to the houſe of 


Panfilio | 
| E The 
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The ſecond wonder was to ſee a 
Princeſs ſo much ſought after by 
other great Princes, to place. her 
affections upon one that was noted 
for his ſimplicity and ill nature, 
Had it been for this reaſon alone,he 
was oblieged to have commended 
the choice of his Nephew, and re- . 
ceived them both into his favour. 
But for all this 1t 1s no ſtrange thing 
to ſee a Princeſs condeſcend to ſuch 
a Match ; when we conſider the 
nature of the Roxran Ladies, who 
had rather govern a City of 
Church-men, than a Kingdome of 
Cavaliers, 

It may be wondred at, that the 
Pope 1n the beginning of his Reign, 
ſhould ſcek to extinguiſh the houſe 
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of Panfilio, by taking his Nephew Þ| ; 


into the Church, who was the only | 
branch of the Family 3 when we ſee 


for the molt part, that former If ; 


Popes, to eſtabliſh their Houſe and | 
Name, have ruined the State, and 


ſet ; 
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| fet all the world together by the 
\] Ears 3 and this on the contrary, to 
{ the amazement of all men. to ſeek 
\ the ruine of his own Houſe. But 
4 to do him right, the Pope was ne- 
'ver of this mind : but reſolved to 
marry him, as Parzicolo adviſed. 
1 Donna Olimpia was ſhe ( an incre- 
dible ſtory of experience did nat 
prove beyond controle ) that un- 
| manned the Pope, and brought 
'\ him to yield to the bamiſhment of 
{ his Nephew : chooſing rather to 
blot out the Name of Parjizo, than 
ſuffer the leaſt diminution in that 
1 authority ſhe had over the Pope, 
which ſhe apprehended might be 
endangered by her Sons Marriage. 
{ Prince Camillo being gone from 
Rome with his Lady, Donna Olim- 
1 74 1ngrofled the whole Court af- 
tair , yet with no ſmall regret at 
| Parzzcolo's ſo good credit with the 
f Pope. However Panzzcolo not in- 


terrupting her in her main iy 
E 2 0 
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of heaping up riches, ſhe would | 


not diſcover that private malice ſhe 


bore againſt him. She would have 
had the Pope diſcharge himſelf of ' 


c 


all buſineſs, and leave it to his Con- 
fidents, which ſhe comprehended ' 
within her ſole perſon. To this ' 
end ſhe ſought all means to divert 
him from that care he then took of 
Church and State. 

For he was wont at the firſt to | 
be very ſollicitous 1n enquiring into 
all the affairs of Rome, receiving 
the Petitions, and hearing the 
Complaints of thoſe which were 
agorieved, from their own mouths. 
But Dora Olimpia made him quit 
ſo good thoughts, by inſinuating 
that it would be better to keep 


himſelf in repoſe for the good of | 
Chriſtendome, than to haraſs hims | . 
{cf out ſo with hazzard of his life. | | 
She conjured him to ſpeak bur lit- |, : 
tle, and when he was never lo lit- [ 
tle indiſpoſed, ſhe would ſeem ves | 
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1 ry much afflicted, and blame him 
as accellary to his own miſchief, by 
troubling himſelf with buſineſs 
- | more than needed. The poor 
: Pope, who believed ſhe d1d all this 
| with a ſincere and ſingle heart, ado- 
; red her 3 for want of ſenſe enough 
| to perceive that this zeal proceed- 
ed not from the love ſhe bore him, 
but a meer trick to get the diſpoſal 
| of all into her own hands. 3: W 
She perſwaded him to moderate 
ſuch expences as ſhe thought ſu- 
pertluous, by abating the Sallaries 
of divers Officers, making particu- 
lar Laws, and reforming his own 
Table, and indeed all things whoſe 
charge drained the Popes purſe , 
which ſhe kept without ever giving 
any accompt to him. _ 
The greedineſs of the Barbarines 
in ſcraping up Money,which was the 
molt exceflive Roxze had ever ſeen ; 
in compariſon of that of I:zocert,l 
! thould ſay, Donna Olimpia was but a 
F K 23 fleas 
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flea-biting. No Judge Criminal}, 
but was made by her recommenida- | 
tion, to whom ſhe gave moſ} bar- 
barous inſtructions to ſupply her 
avarice. She warned them to look 
after the Purſe, and not the (Blood : \ 
and would frequently write to 
them, to ſend her the Redemptions 
of the Guilty, becauſe ſhe intend- 
ed to lay them out for the benefit 
of the Poor. Upon which the co- 
 vetouineſs of the Judges, ſeeking ' 
tor their ſhare too, the Extortion 
and Rigour was: brought to that | 
hcight, as it was impcſſible to 
imagin it higher. And though the, 
Pope had certain information that 
thoſe Judges were exceſhtive cruel, þ 
and robbed without meaſure-or!! 
diſtinction : yet neither were the | 
Oppretled reheved, nor the Judges; 
punithed ; and that through the| 
pernicious impreſſion Dora Olim- 
p74 had made upon hifm. 
He faid, that Divine Provi- | 
| dence, | 


h 


k 


| 
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', 4 dence, which diſpoſed his WilLhad 
2- } appointed by his hands good Men, 
r- | for the Execution of Juſtice : 
2r } Therefore to ſpeak 11] of his Mini- 
zk | ſters, were to charge Divine Pro- 
1: { vidence, which had inſpired him to 
o | the choice. Neither Words nor 
ns { Examples, which made out clear to 
d- | him the contrary of that falfe Be- 
ty lief, and ſcandalous Opinion, he 
o- | had entertained ; could ever make 
1g | him quit that wicked Fancy. 
IN A certain German Count, a Pro- 
at | teſtant, having heard ſpeak one day 
to} of this Belief of the Pope's concer- 
he | ning his Miniſters, told his friend , 
at T ſce plainly it will one daybe requſite 
2], þ to old all the Popes Subje&s for In« 
or} fallible. 
he | But Donna Olimpia did all ſhe 
es/, could to hinder Complaints from 
hel coming to the Pope's ears, receive- 
z2- |} ing them her ſelf, after the had firſt 
| received the Money of the Opprel- 


71> | fours : Thus admitting of contrarte- 
: 2 | ties at the ſame time. E 4. Al 
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- All the diſcourſe of Rowe , was 
Donna Olimpia's inſatiable thirſt af- 
ter Wealth : For every one admi- 
red that in the time of ſo many 
other Popes, who had many Ne- 
phews, that all robbed, that 1s,pro- 
vided for themſelves; there was 
not ſo much extortion ſeen, as in the 


_ time of Tnnocert; when all went 


into the Purſe of Dona. Olimpia. 
For ſhe would not let her Son-1in- 
law ſee a Farthing ,, but confidered 
them as if the 57 not been : of 
whom 1t will do well to give ſome 
account. 


The Houſe of Parfilzo ( except ; 


Donna Olimpia,who came out of the 
Houſe of the Maldachini ) conſiſted 


only of the Pope, his Siſter, Dor: 


Camillo and his two Siſters. His 
Holineſs his Siſter much elder than 


himſelf, was called Siſter Agatha ; 


concerning whom there is not much 


to fay : For ſhe never came out of "| 
her Cloiſter , but when the Pope | 


fent 


— 
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% ſent for her; which he did to 


: 


cheer up his heart to ſee her ſo luſty 
at anage moreadvanced than his 
own. This Lady, during the time 


' her Brother was Cardinal, held a 


| very good correſpondence with 


| Donna Olimpia her Siſter-in-law:but 


after he was Pope, ſhe began to 
defie her, and not without ſome 
reaſon : For ſhe perceived her Bro- 


' ther had debarred her from ſollici- 


ting any grace, while he hea 

them upon her Siſter-in-law. So 
that as moſt that lead Mona- 
ſtick lives, are naturally propenſe 


toEnvy, ſhe entertained a greater 


Hatred for her Siſter-in-Jaw., that 
reaped the Benefit 3 than her Bro- 
ther, who afforded the Harvelt. 
And truly for the ſpace of ten years 
under the Reign of her Brother, ſhe 
never could obtain any favour a- 
bove the bleſſing of a Medal. This 
unkindneſs proceeded not direttly 
from the Pope, though he was a 


per- 
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ws ro not over-free of his Favours: 

ut from the prejudice of Dow224 
Olizzpia had poſlefied him with 3 
making him believe, that 1f once he 
began to gratihe his Siſter , the 
Nuns, who are naturally very im- 
portunate, would never leave pret- 
{ing her to beg Favours : by which 
means, neither he nor his Siſter 
{ſhould ever be at reſt, This chari- 
table conſideration, was all this 
while, the leaſt of. her thoughts : 
But ſhe apprehended that Siſter 
Agatha would receive all the Pre- 
{ents of thoſe ſhe procured Graces 
for; and therefore contrived it ſo, 
that nothing ſhould be granted 
her , that ſhe her ſelf might make 
that profit, 

Of Don Camlis's two Siſters, the 
firſt was married to Dor Andrea Fu- 
ſtiniani, a Prince that may be rec- 
koned among(t Fortune's Diſciples. 
This man was called-to be Heir to 
the late Marquiſs juſtinian - mo 

nd- 
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finding no Heir by deſcent, caſt his 
eye upon this Creature,at that time 
a miſerable poor Knight : Who 
though it was at a great diſtance, 
yet originally he came of the 
ſame Stock with the Marquiſs. Ar- 
rived therefore to ſo conſiderable a 
pitch of Fortune, himſelf made it 

'&t greater by marrying 12nocert's 
Nice: who though he was then but 
Cardinal, became Pope ſoon after, 
which conferred het priviledges 
upon the Prince, as always attend 
Popes Nephews. However, his 
Relation made him not much rich- 
er : For except the uſual' Honours 
and Charges, that are conferred of 
courſe upon the Popes Nephews, 
which are not unprofitable 5 the 
Pope never intended farther, know- 
ng that as he was a good manager 
of the Eſtate which was fallen to 
him, he would think himſelf very 
well, that he had made ſo good a 
Paſs in his Knight Ertantiyy. Be- 

lides, 
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ſides, the Pope thought not fit to 
commit any Charge of weight up- 
on him 3 finding him a perſon, eEx- 
cept that he was a good honeſt 
man, of very ordinary parts. The 
Princeſs his Lady was welcome e- 
nough to the Pope ; but with the 
ſame reſtrictions, that nothing was 
to be got : For her Mother would 
ſeldom or never ſuffer her to come 


into the Pope's preſence. Thus 
were Husband and Wife both de- 


ceived, even inordinary Favours, 


which their demands never exceed- 
ed, nor oftten prevailed. 

Don Camillo's ſecond Siſter was 
Married to Signior Doz Nicol Lu- 
doviſio Prince of Piombino,Nephew 
to Gregory the Fifteenth, and Bro- 
ther to that Cardinal Patron who 
in the time of his Uncle diſpoſed 
abſolutely of all Church Affairs. 
This Prince thought to have had 
oreat matters by his Wife, receive- 
ing the greater part of her portion 

in 
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in large hopes , which Cardinal 
Panzico!o gave him, who made the 
Match. And truly there was ſome 
grounds to believe it : becaulc it 
was 1n that nick of. time that Doz: 
Camillo was made Cardinal, For 
he preſumed, conſidering the weak- 
neſs of this perſon, the real power 
of a Nephew would devolve to 
him ; and that being exerciſed in 
government, all bufmeſs of State, 
publick and private, would fall to 
his ſhare: which was the reaſon 
made him fo hot upon this Match. 
But he found himſelf mightily de- 
ceived, his Mother-in-law ( Doxn4 
Olizzpra ) not ſuttering the diſpoſal 
of a thing ſo conſiderable to paſs 
through other hands than her own : 
ſo that the poor Prince was oblieg- 
ed to be fed like a Childe with 
what ſhe gave him. 

Nor did the Prince get any thirg 
by lamenting his fad condition, to 
be debarred the means to thoſ 

favours 
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favours which alwayes attend {o 
nzar Allies toa Pope : For Dona 
Olimpia, nettled at his diſcourle , 
gave him to underſtand , that he 
had received ſufticient grace and 
honour ſincc the Pope had layed all 
others afide to prefer him to the 
Marriage of his Niece, As much 
asto ſay, he had no reaſon to com- 
plain of a Match, that put him in a 
capacity of repairing the breaches 
made in the fortune of his Family. 
Upon this anſwer the Prince re- 
maincd filent by the advice of his 
natural prudence : ; diflembling all, 
and continuing his obſervance to 
heras Mother-in-law.and the Popes 
favourite. 

However, this Prince omitted 
not to vent his paſſion among 
friends upon occafton , by ſaying, 
that his alliance with the Pope, in 
ſtead of railing, had diminiſhed 
him, tlirough ihe diſguſt 1t gave 


him with the Fr ench, who hereupon 
had 
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had made his State of P7ozzbino, the 
| object of their fury. $0 that not 
| being able to revenge themſelves 
upon the Pope, they would at leaſt 
fall upon what belonged to his Re- 
] lations. Thus by his alliance, he 
became a certain loſer : Whereas 
the recompenſe he received was not 
| conſiderable, being compriſed on- 
1 ly in the Yice Admiralſhip of the 
| Pope's Galleys, and ſome other 
{!ight matter, that was not compa- 
rable to his loſs. The Command of 
the Galleys was beſtowed upon 
| him at the inſtance of Dozra Olim- 
p7a - not out of any defire to ad- 
vance him, but by that means to 
ſend him far enough from Kore © 
| for the Pope was reſolved to ſend 
the Admiral with his Galleys, to 
af{liſt the Veretzans in the Levart- 
war. The Prince was alſo diipleaſed, 
that the Pope ever ſent for him at 
vacant hours, when there was no 
1 diſcourle admitted , more than for 


Re- 
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Recreation: And though the Prince 
would begin ſometimes to talk ſe- 
riouſly of Buſfineſs,he was [ti]l inter- 
rupted by his Holineſs. By which 
the poor Prince perceived he was 
to be treated as Buffoone, and not 
Nephew to the Pope. 

And now we come to Dona 
Olimpia, who for five years and up- 
wards, exerciſed in a manner the 
whole power of Pope Innocent. This 
Lady,as TI have told you elſewhere, 
governed the Pope for a long time 
before. As ſhe was a woman of a 
great deal of wit and ſubtlety : ſhe 
knew ſo well how to time her butt- 
neſs and order circumſtances for the 
captivating his will, as foreſecing | 
what might happen ; nor failed ſhe 
of her aim. Thus ſhe not only diſpo- 
ſed of him when he was Biſhop, | 
Cardinal, and Nuntio z and of all 
he had, without the leaſt contra- 
diction : but even after he was 


Vope, ſhe underſtood fo well how 
ro 


to keep her ground in the middeſt 
of ſo much greatneſs, by holding 
oft all thoſe which were not 'her 
creatutes.z that it was no ealie mat- 
ter to move her in the leaſt either 
by conſideration of the great incon- 
veniency every way to ſee the Su- 
preme of the Church ſubjccted to 
the licentious appetite of a moſt 
ambitious Woman; or the general 
diſlatisfaction of the Court, which 
for want of a Cardinal Nephew 
would be wholly excluded from all 
Affairs by this Lady. Burt. alas! 
Who ſhould govern the Chair 
ſooner, than ſhe, who was abſolute 
Miſtreſs both of it , and him that 
held it? A Lady, that ought de- 
ſervedly to be admired for a judi- 
cious and ready Wit, eſpecially 
where any thing was to be got, ar 
for any wickedneſs. And it is moſt 
certain , none but Dona Olzmpia 


could have overcome all difficulties 


for the holding the Reins of Gor 
| F vern- 
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vernment but ſx Months, whereas 
ſhe continued fix years together. 


And what was the more to be won- 
dred at, excepting her exact rules 


of Economie; her endowments were - 


like other perſons. But ſhe order- 
ed this ſo cunningly, that it gained 
upon the Pope's afteCtions to ſuch a 
degree, as made way for her to act 
without law or reſtraint. 

She reduced the Datary to her 
abſolute diſpoſe : For whereas be- 
fore, the Maſter of the Datary was 
abſolute, to ſell all Places at a cer- 
tain Rate; he was now left a ſimple 
Executour of the Pope's Orders,and 
many times of D#»z#a Olimpia's little 


Notes 3 though indeed , what the | 


Pope commanded, proceeded from 
her directions. However, the Car- 
dinal that was Maſter of the Datary., 
being a wiſe man, took all in good 
part ; though every one pitied him 
tor ſo great a Slight as was put up- 
on his perſon, 


In 
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In fine, whatever Office at Court 
fell, nothing was diſpoſed of, with 
out the knowledge and good-liking 
of Donna Olimpia. If any Benefices 
were to be beltowed,great or ſmall, 
the Officers of the Datary were to 
keep them in hand, till ſhe had fully 
informed het ſelf of their value ;and 
then ſhe culled out the beſt for her 
own diſpoſal, Whatever Biſhop- 
rick fell void, they that pretended 
to it, were toaddreſs themſelves to 
her ; and he that offered moſt,with- 
out conſideration,either of Capacity 
or Deſert,was introduced, Abbeys, 
Canonicates , and all other Djgni- 
ties and Governments , whether 
Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, were all 
conferred at Dona Olimpia's plea- 
ſure and command : before whom, 
there was no appearing empty 
handed. Nay, you muſt bring the 
full value of the Place : For the 
Rates were ſo ſet, that an Office of 
a thouſand Crowns a year, thar 
F 2 laſted 
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laſted but three years, he that had 
it, was to pay a years Revenue to ' 
Donna Olimpia 3 it fix years, double, 
and ſo on proportionably : But if it 
were an Office for Life, ſhe would 
not be aſhamed to ask the Moiety 
of the Revenue for the firſt twelve 
years. Some Biſhopricks lay void, 
more than five years together, 
(however, ſhe recerved the profits 
of them all that while, Jonly becauſe 
{he could not find a Chapman for 
them, that would preſent her at fo 
dear a Rate. An Abbot of the 
Kingdome of Naples , beggered his 
Houſe, by coveting a Biſhoprick, 
that was at Donna Olimpia's diſpole : 
For he was given to underſtand, he 
muſt pay twenty thouſand Crowns 
for it, if he would have it. The 
poor man, who could not make up 
ſuch a ſum in his whole amily, per- 
{waded his Brothers to joyn in the 
{clling all their Patrimony, and take 
up upon Credit what they could, 
ro 


Donna Olimpia. 


named to the Biſhoprick, but dyed 


{ befare he had been fully poſleſled. 


Thus was the whole Family ruined, 
and Donna Olimpia reſtored to the 
poſſeſſion of the Benefice , which 
ſhe ſold again to ſome other perſon. 

Such was the exorbitance of this 
modern Agrippina's avarice, that ſhe 
made her conſent ſo neceſlary in 
promoting any body, as without it 
nothing could paſs. Oftentimes ſhe 
would make the Cardinals treat the 
ſame Buſineſs over again in their 


Congregations , * which they had 


-:| diſpatched once before, and con- 


| firmed by a Definitive Decree; nay 


more, in thoſe very Congregations 
where the Pope himſelf had been 
preſent, and concurred in perſon. 
Through this great influence 
came it to paſs, that all the Court 
Officers, either out of fear or hopes, 


| made Court to her, not performing 


F 3 the 


_ 
to make up the ſum : Which being 


1 done, and the money paid, he was 
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the leaſt duty without her know- 


ledge or advice, 
ardinal Panzicolo. himſelf. 
though ſo much taken up with the ? 
buſineſs of his Place , befides hi: | 
frequent indiſpoſitions 3 was ne | 
vertheleſs, to humour this Lady. 
obliged many times to goin per- | 
ſon to find her out, and give heran | 
accompt of all the ſecret Afﬀairs | 
that occurred. Thus ſhe from 
time to time with a Majeſtick nod, 
Pope-ltke, a bundle of Memorials 
in her hand already reſolved upon, 
would ſpend hours with his Holt- 
neſs in ripening her Propoſitions ; 
the which were often deſcanted | 
upon, with bitterneſs enough ſfome- 
times. For the ſharp Wits were as 
well piqued as aſtoniſhed, to ſee 
the Court ſo cloſe towards men of 
deſert, and fo prodigal upon thoſe 
that deſerved nothing. There 
was no medling with the faults of 
thoſe that had the power in their | 
| hands, 


Donna Olimpia. 7: 
- 3 hands, though all men were moved 
! with indignation, to reflect, how 
. * witha look of this Lady, people 
| were baniſhed the Court , even 
: 7} thoſethat were the ſole hopes of 
- 1 the Family of Pazjilio. Every one 
. | was amazed to ſee the unnatural- 
- | neſs of the Pope, who was not 
1 ſenſible of the propitious 1nclinati- 
s | on of Heaven towards his Family 
through his Nephew ; who in the 
time of his exile had two Sons by 
the Princels ( which by other 
Popes was always eſteemed the 
rontent bleſfing : ) but continued 
| ſo little concerned at all this, that 
| he never ſo much as thought of 

- | calling him back. 
And now it is fit you ſhould 
know the reaſon, why the Pope 
| was ſohardened, as to regard his 
Nephews Off-ſpring ſo little. Ar 
what time Dona Olimpia had per- 
{ ſwaded the Pope to make Dor Ca- 
Ir | #:i/o Cardinal, again(t his Holineſs 
F 4 own 
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own ſenſe, that of his Relations and 
Panzicolo's; ſhe made uſe of this 
deviliſh pretence, that her Son was 
inſufficient, and therefore it would 
do very ill to makeany Lady ſo 
miſerable by ſuch a Match : beſides, 
that it muſt have been a great aftli- 
ction to the man, when he found 
himſelf uncapable ever of having 
Children, Upon this, when ſhe 
underſtood the Princeſs was with 
Child, and afterwards brought to . 
bed of a luſty Boy, ſhe took up 
more wicked and helliſh courſes 
than formerly. She put it into the 
Pope's head (I tremble to think of 
{o horrid anaction ) to ſuſpect the 
honcur of the Princeſs of Roſſano 
her Daughter-1n-law , and made 
him believe the Children were 1n- 
deed hers but not her husbands, 
who was utterly uncapable of ge- 


neration. 


The Pope ſoon believed it, as 
coming from Doz Olimpia's mouth, 


to | 


Donna Olimpia. 7} 
to whom he had ſworn entire ſub- 
$ miſſion : For between theſe two 
; there paſſed nothing more than 
1 command and obedience : ſhe faid 
the word, and he obeyed. Inſo- 
{ much, that ſome ſaid ſhe had laid a 
charm upon him. And truly I am 
apt to believe 1t : how elſe ( laying 
aſide all other conſiderations) were 
it poſſible that ſuch a red-faced, 
clowniſh fellow ſhould prove ſo 
compleiſant in love to a Lady,eſpe- 
cially to this, without ſome Diabo- 
Iical Enchantment ? 

The Hiſtories of former ages 


—— — 


' | cannot produce the like, I do not 


| ſay ina Pope, for in that it 1s parti- 
cular, but in any cther Prince or 
Monarch. I confeſs there hath 
been, and that a Tyrant, who hath 
delivered himſelf ? ths to ſome Wo- 
man : but it was in the affections of 
I his Soul, and not his Scepter, _ It 
he admitted her into his bed, ſhe 
| cntred not into his Councels : if in 


pri- 
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private headored her, -he took no 
notice of her in publick : if he ' 
made a preſent of his perſon to her, ; 
he did not fo, of his Kingdome : if | 


he permitted her to rule himſelf, !? 


yet not his people: and if he did | 
20 fo far as to-allow her ſome au- 
thority in publick, ſome power in 
his Throne, it was undoubtedly } 
with ſo much caution at leaſt, that | 
ſhe ſhould not be able to tranſgreſs 
the bounds of due reſpect to the re- 
gal Majeſty. But I-nocert, on the | 
other {ide, preſented Donna Olim- 
p7a, not only with his heart and af- | 
fections, but with his hand, perſon, | 
and dominion 3 without reſtraint, | 
limit or reſpect : and it 1s molt af- *? 
ſuredly true, that never any King | 
gave ſo much power to his Wite, 
norany Queen Regent commanded 
her Councels with ſo much autho- 
rity, as Donna Olimpia had uſurped 
unto herſelf both over Pope,Coun- | 
cc], and People. 

Such 
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Such was the imperiouſneſs of this 


! Lady, that ſhe endevoured to null 
! the Decrees of the Church, and did 


| in effe&t ſo ſhake them, reducing 
! what former Popes had ordained to 


that degree , that all men appre- 
hended a Schifm in the Church. And 


{ truly one would think it were 
5 Schiſm enough to ſee a Lady and the 


Pope change places. A thouſand 
examples might be brought of the 
unheard-of power of Donna 0limpias 
but that they are ſuch as would 
more offend the ears than fatisfie the 


| curioſity of any man. I wlll there- 


fore conclude all in one , both for 
brevity and civilities ſake. 
Donua Olimpia had a Nephew 


| (who is yet alive) one of her Bro- 
| thers Sons, about eighteen years of 


age, ofaſleepiſh look, no preſence 

or aſpect of a man, wholly unex- 

rienced in the world , a great 

[| pau} ing of impreſſion,not 

able to entertain diſcourſe, 11! Oe 
an 
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and worſe ſpoken, addicted only to 

ſuch recreations as ſute with mean 

and low Spirits. This creature with 
/ much adoe was once brought be- 
fore the Pope, who turning to 
| Donna Olimpia that had introduced 
him, faid, I beſeech you. Siſter let him 
eome no nearer, for he is ten times 
' mnelier than my ſelf; For all this, 
through the importunity of the 
Aunt , he made him Cardinal at 
Eighteen years old, not only to the 
wonder of the Court,but all Chriſt- 
endome. And this is Cardinal /al- 
dachini, who in his viſits that he 
cither gives or receives alwayes 
makes uſe of a ſet form of Comple- 
ments, which he hath got by heart; 
and it -you put him out of his road, 
he never fails to talk non-ſenſe. Juſt 
about the ſame time at Kome the 
Statue of Marforio was hid by a 
Palace that was built about it : up- 
on which there were a tbouſand 
Paſquils made 3 among which I re- 
member one was, Take 
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Take it not ſo to heart Paſquino 
Tour Companion is Maldachino. 


And truly this Cardinal] 1s and will 


! be the Carnevalor Jack-pudding of 
! the Apoſtolick Colledge, the Chur- 
| ches ſcandal and the reproach of 


the Court. The inſtructions that 
Donna Olimpia his Aunt gave him, 
that he ſhould keep Learned men 
in his Family, was of ſmall uſe to 
him, who had not wit enough to 
make any benefit by their conver- 
ſation. Nor wanted this Lady cru- 
elty : for ſhe was the cauſe of 1aſ- 
cambruno's execution, and oft divers 
others, out of whom, when ſhe had 
drawn what money ſhe couid in 
their life-time, ſhe hoped for more 
by their Death. Nay ſhe took 
away the Datary from Cardinal 
Cecchini, and uſed Palotia ſo 111, that 
he would often ſay, he had ratker 
be in a Cloiſter liable ro the imper- 
tinence of a Monk, than in tome 
under the Tyranny of Dozna Olim- 
p14. 90 
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So did this Lady govern the 
Court, that Parzicolo made it his 


buſineſs with the Pope to make him 4 
underſtand the complaints of all the ! 
Embaſladours, to find the Court | 


without ſome Miniſter to convey 
their addreſlesto his Holineſs;being 


concerned that they muſt ſtill be - 


forced upon all occaſions to treat 
immediately with the Pope , who 
would never give them a good nay, 
for a bad yea 3 that is, an anſwer 
to any purpoſe. At laſt, weary, as 
E ſuppoſe, of the continual impor- 
tunities of his Siſter-in-law, and the 
taking upon him all Audiences, not 


having allowed himſelf hitherto 


that afſtiſtance his Predeceſlors al- 
ways thought requiſite,he hearken- 
ed to advice. 

The place the Title of Cardinal- 
Patron carriesalong with it (which 
1s never conferred but upona Ne- 
phew) 1s very conſiderable, and of 
equal weight of honour and __ 
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nels. When the Popeis indiſpoſed, 
or hath a mind to be private, he re- 
3 ceives the Embaſſadors; with whom 
# he hath power to treat, but to re- 
$ ſolve nothing ; though indeed Gre- 
3 gory the Fifteenth reterred all to his 
{ Nephew. Beſides, he ſubſcribes the 
Letters of the Nurtizi Legats, Gover- 
nours of Provinces, Preſides in the 
Councel of State ; and in ſhort , all 
that ought to come before the Pope 
paſles thorough his hands. As yet 
this help was wanting to 1:»ocert, 
who through his languiſhing con- 
] condition had great need of it, as 
being very troubleſome to the 
IT that had to do with 
Im. Ce 
Therefore, to eaſe himſelf of bu- 
ſineſs, he held conference with Par- 
zicolo , which likewiſe ſet his Ne- 
pnews all a work. Many were 
propoſed, and {ſtill thwarted by 
Donna Olimpia, to preſerve her own 
intereſt , though ſhe ever ſeemed 
wllling, 
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willing, and at laſt through the ur- 
gency of affairs was ſo upon con- 
dition it were one wholly at ker 
beck.” Cardinal Albergati was firſt 
thought on , who: calls himſelf by 
the Title of Cardinal Lydoviſo.This 
the Prince Lxdoviſio puſhed ear- 
neſtly forwards, as being deſirous, 


ſince he had none himſelt, to have | 


one ſo near of blood to him in pub- 
lick employment : But his Brothers 
Ignorance and {implicity in private 
affairs much more in publick , pro- 
cured him the Negative. Next was 
brought up Father Fabio Albergat?, | 
the Cardinals Brother , a Jeſuit : 
but the Pope declared he would |} 
not aggrandize one houſe with the | 
advancement of three Brothers. At 
laſt, after long debate, to the won- 
der of all men, and the great dit- | 
ſatisfaction of the Popes kindred , 
was declared an adopted Nephew 
of another houſe , who with his 
Cardinalſhip had the name of Par- 


filio 
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flio conferred upon him, and the 
title of Cardinal-Patron. But it 
will not be amiſs to give you the. 
whole ſtory of it. as being an Ele-, 
ction that did highly exaſperate 
Donna "Olimpia , who inveighed 
molt furiouſly againſt the promoter 
of this buſinels. 

This new Cardinal may be rec- 
koned amongſt the moſt unexpected 
prodigies of fortune for theſe many 
Ages. : For without any relation 
of blood to the Pope, without me- 
rit, nay void of all endowments 
that ſhould render a man eſtimable 
in the Court of- Rowe, not having 
the leaſt familiarity with the Pope, 
only known to him by ſight 3 was 
for all this ( not the leaſt ſuſpected 
of it ) advanced to be Cardinal 
Nephew, as if he had becnof the 
blood of the: Panfiliz, He had no 
other qualification for ſo eminent. 
a place, but the extraction from a 
truly noble Family, which notwith- 

{tanding 


| v2 : 


ſtanding was ſo deeply engaged in 
debts r 2 it ſunk a rf His 
name was Camillo Aſtalli, of twenty 
ſeven years of age,of a gentile'Garb 
and addreſs, and good qualities e- 
nough to advance him to a Biſho- 
prick, but nofarther. That which 


* added to the Courts wonder, was to 


ſee one raiſed to ſo important a pre- 
ferment for the afliftance of the 
Pope in the moſt weighty matters 
of State and Politick affairs z who 
was to-leek in all forts of Politicks 
for want of practice in bulineſles of 
that nature, which never came in his 
way till now. The introduction 
that he had by means of his charge 
at Rome, came through the affinity 
the Marquiſs his Brother had con- 
tracted "by marrying the Niece of 
Ponna Olimpia ;, who made it her 
buſineſs to look after honour and 
preferment for the advance of a 
itrange Family now by. Marriage 
become hex own, as eſteeming _— 

| of 
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ſelf not in ſo ſplendid a condition as 
was fit for a Pope's Kinſwoman.And 
what, encouraged het the more to 
be ſolicitous; was the conſideration 
of the {lender portion ſhe went off 
with, counting the relt upon the 
expedtations ſo near ai affinity with 
the Pope muſt needs promile : 
though indeed it had proved abair 
that pulled many, and made 
them reckon without their Hoſt. 
However the Houle of 4ſtali had 
great good luck to ally themſelves 
with Donza Olizepia, For howbett 
they watited not for Nobility, yet 
had they no Eſtate to maintain it ; 
befides that the greateſt fhare of 
what remained was by the conni- 
vance of Dona Olimpia layed ont 
upoh a Clerk of the Chambers 
place, upon which the whole Fa- 
mily of 4fta!li relyed 5 nor had 
they had thatto truſt to without 
her advice. And indeed it {uc- 
cceded well with hip, who had by 
G 2 that 
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that means a free addreſs to the 
Court, together ' with the relation 
his Brother had contracted with 
Donna Olimpia, belides that the 
place was very Honorable. He ap- 
plyed himſelf to court Cardinal 
Panzicolo in the higheſt manner, 
and he did wiſely init : for he 
plainly ſaw next to Donna Olimpa, 
he had the greateſt power with the 
Pope. Fortune would have it ſo, 
that he found an equal return of 
kindneſs' from the Cardinal, who 
gave himſelf up captive to certain 
modeſt and obſequious behaviours 
that appeared in this. youth: how- 
ever, againſt the Cardinal's uſual 
manner, who would never under- 
take to favour any body before the 
Pope; not out of any 111 nature, 
but becauſe he found the Pope 
willing all favours ſhould proceed 
from Doxma Olipia, Neverthe- 
leſs here it fell out otherwiſe : for 
Panzicolo had poſletled the os 

ar 
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], far witha good opinion'of 4/tal, 


repreſenting of him as a man fit for 
great employment 3 that he indu- 


. ced the Popeto be taken with the 


carriage of the young man. Afﬀ- 


© terwards, when they came to con- 
' ſult how the Pope might be eaſed in 


the weight of buſineſs, there not 
being one of his Kindred found fit 
for ſo great an undertaking , and 


+ | + be having,through Dora Olimpia's 


| 
fy / 


perſwaſion, an utter averſion for 
them; Panzicolo was hearkened 
to, who had preferred his favou- 
rite before all other confideratf- 
ONS. 

This ation was remarked by the 
Court of Rome for one of the moſt 
extraordinary that had appeared 
upon . the Stage of Koxe a long 


.time. 


However, they knew the Po 
could not do otherwiſe:For though 


it was in his power to eaſe himſelf, 
.by appointing Miniſters, to whom 
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miglit give what authority he 
pak, without placity a perfor 
qualrhed for it mio eminent a 
Agree, which muſt him to. 
provide all neceflaties for a Ne- | 
phewv, Aftalli being wholly unfur- 
niſhed ; yet here hay the difficulty, | 
thit whereas the main defign of the 
Pope in this, was to remit the Au-' 
diences and negotrations of Ems - 
baffadors to hitn, and the.diſcuſſion + | 
of all Intrignes ; and the Embafta- | 
dots never afed to treat with aty 
under the title of Nephey, it was: - 
found requiſite to advance 4ſtalls . |. 
toa Cardinalſhip. But before they | 
beg accept of Audience from 
Mitn, the Embaſſadors would have 
it peblithed throngh Home « which 
was done, and the Pope declared 
him his Nephew, giving him the | 
adoptive ime of Cardinal Panfilio, 
and the title of Cardinal-Patron. 
By which declaration, all difficul- 
ties being removyed, the — 
Ors 


— _ — 


Donne Olimpis. 87 


dors diſpoſed themſelves to treat 
with this new Nephew, though not 
without diſtaſte. 

Many applyed themſelves to a 


S ſtri& examination of this Afﬀair : 


and what made them the more cu- 
rious, was a ſtrong fancy, that it 
wholly proceeded from Cardinal 
. Pazzicolo, They confidered there» 
fore what morives carried him on, 
to bring ſuch a perſon upon mh 


{ ſtage, who muſt of neceſlicy eclipſe 


him and all his deliberations, by the 
. cotſpicuous degree he held above 


him, © Atlaſt they diſcoveredit to 


| bea pitce of great Cunning, and 
like the Product of Parrzicolo, His 
main defign was to weaken the in- 
folent authority of Dona Olimpia 3 
which he thought impoſſible to 
work any other way, than by in- 
troducing a Nephew to the Pope's 
liking ; and thus finding the Pope 
inclined to take that courſe , he 
made it his buſineſs to eftect 1t. 
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He knew moreover,that not only 
the power of Dona Olimpia would 
be diminiſhed by this, but his. 9wn 
augmented ,as well afluring hinwelf, 
the young man unexperienced 1n 
the Politicks, that he might-yot ap- 
pear wholly ignorant before the 
Pope, would undertake nothing 
without his advice: and thus ſhould 
he have the abſolute diſpole of 
- Sourt Afﬀeairs.,at leaſt for ſome time. 
They wil likewiſe have it, that 
Panzicolo had another deſign. dee- 
per than all this ; that is, by this 
means whenthe Pope dyed, as he 
was one that few at all, he imagined 
to compals his ends more readily : 
For he looke d upon it as a very fair 
occalion, by having raiſed this 
young man to ſo higha preferment; 
who would no doubt be ſe mindful 
of the good turn, that in gratitude 
to him, he would ſeek all means of 
return by aſliſting him in the Ele- 
ction to Qaint Peter's Chair , being 
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pretty confident already of the Bar 
barines and the Spaniards, %* - 
But he gained not more (| lets 
perchance) upon the young man's 
aftections, than he did upon the 
hatred of the Pope's Kindred and 
Relations : For hardly was it known 
(being ſo ſecretly carryed , that 
Donna Olzzapia never miſtruſted the 
leaſt till it was done) but jealouſies 
wultiplyed immediately , and bit- 
terneſs againſt both promoter and 
promoted, that ſo eminent a Favour. 
ſhould be conferred upon a ftrange 
Family. The attecticns of the Pope 
were no ſooner won towards this 
adoptive Nephew , but they took 
deep root prelently ; ſo that he did 
all for the making him conſiderably 
great-to his Place , which ended 
very much- to the le{jening the 
Houſe of Parfil;o, Hence proceeded 
fierce exaſperations againſt Parz/- 
coloas the chief Engine of this mil- 
chief, Principally Donna Olimpia , 
who 
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who uſed to have account of all the 
State myſterics at Court, and now 
ſeeing her lelf clearly wiped of that 
intereſt, was ſeverely netled, thun- 
dring out nothing but fury and 
diſdain againſt Parzicolo , taxing 
him fora Villain and a Traytor,not 
forbearing her inveftives (through 
the confidence ſhe had with him) in 
the Pope's own preſence. 

Innocent however employed this 
Nephew, commitring to his charge, 
the Afﬀairs of his own Houſe, and 
the adminiſtratfon of the additional 
Fortune to the Primogeniture of 
the Houſe of Parfilio, as knowing 
him fit for ſuch a buſineſs, And this 
helped to make the Blood of Prince 
Camillo boil higher , who was the 
true Nephew of the Pope : being 
upbraided thereby , as one that 
underſtood not how.to manage his 
own Aﬀairs, ſumetimes with fſuſpi- 
tion of his honeſty. 


This 


Donna Olimpia. 9r 
This Cardinal Patron gave Au- 
dience to the Embaſſadours and 
Miniſters of Princes , with great 
patience and civility, aslikewile to 
Ggurtiers and other particular men, 
who not having eafie acceſs to the 
Pope themſelves,had their recourſe 
to him to mediate for them. Never- 
theleſs, this was but a ſeeming fatis- 
faction in the general : For to pat- 
ticular buſineſs of importance he 
never gave other anſwer, than that 
he would relate it to his Holineſs ; 
nor upon the relation , made any 
other report, than that the buſineſs 
would be taken into conſideration ; 
which in the language of the Court 
of Rome, is as much as to ſay, there 
would little or nothing - be done 
1n 1t. | 
The Pope communicated all 
State Aﬀairs to this Cardinal, not 
inorder to lay the weight of them 
upon him, but to train him up to 
Buſineſs. Bor he would not confide 
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too much in ſo raw a States-man - 
leſt he ſhould fail him. So that he 
had no more of Cardinal-Patron 
than the Title, and Honour (which 
was yet of no imall conſequence) to 
ſubſcribe the Letters of the Nuntn, 
Legats, Governours of Provinces , 
and other of the moſt conſiderable 
Ofticers under the Eccleſiaſtical 
State, For ſmall matters and diſpat- 
ches of Letters,they were drawn up 
by a young man, who was bred Se- 
cretary under Panzicolo,and by him 
brought into this Office , as well 
deſerving it for his aptnefs 1n buſt- 
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To comfort a little the checked 
ambition of Dona O0/;zipia, and to 
a{liwage her wrath, the Pope would 
have the Cardinal vifit the ſaid La- 
ay lometimes, and impart to her 
fvch Affairs as he thought beſt. But 
he for the moſt part told her all, as 
being of \ittle value to him 3 fince 
neither he nor ſhe were to deter- 

mine 
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durſt not ſeem diffatisfied with the 
| Cardinal-Patron's advance;leſt they 
ſhould be thought to queſtion his 


\ judgment, who had made fo free a 
| Choice :- bef1des that the (Cardinal 


always ſhewed himſelf unwilling to 
oppole himlelt to, or promote any 
thing that might give dilike to the 
Relations of his chict Benefactour : 


iFor all that, the jealouſie of the 
Jone, and inveteracy of the other , 


burnt inwardly like hot embers. 
The advice of this new Nephew 
was hardly diſperſed over Chriſten- 
dom , before there appeared upon 
the Stage a Scene, which many did. 
expect would follow the Declara- 
Stion of a Cardinal Patron. 
{ ThePope was reſolved to dRnits 
Donne Olimpia the Court, but with 
good words, as unwilling to diſob-- 
ge her Ladyſhip , who was the 
Wdol of his heart. Nay, they tay, 
e did it with tears in his eyes ,. and 


the 
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the qpeceeſ? regret imagitable : but | 
yer he didit. He gave order theres | 
fore that Donna Olimpiathonld not 
only withdraw her ſelf from all his 
Afﬀairs, Publick or Private , Tem- | 
poral or Spiritual: but for the future 
ſbould not preſume to come into his * 
preſence, or under the toof of his 
Palace. Which Injun&tion was fome- 
thing mitigated the next day, per- 
miſſion being given(ſuch is the force 
of Love) to come 1ncogrrtta and cons | 
fer with him, which was denyed to 
thoſe of his own Blood. This acci- 
dent, as it was thought unpracti- 
cable , upon conſideration of old 
ſcores, ſo after it came to pals, 
forced applauſe, even from thoſe 
that hated all who were concerned 
in it. | 
The Reaſon that moved the Pope 
to take up ſuch a Reſolution was 
diverlly alledged. Some woyld 
have it that the little Rallies that 
run daily about the Court, in every] 
COFNET 
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| corner (till playing upon the ſtrange 


{ courſe of Government was taken : 


which Rumours were either con- 
cealed from, or at leaſt diflembled 


| bythe Pope hitherto ; not being re- 


ſolved what courſe was beſt to take 


| toſltop the mouths, not only of the 


Courr, but of ajl Chriſtendom; and 
particularly of the Proteſtants in 
the Northern parts, who made it 
the greateſt part- of their divertife- 
ment to jeſt upon Doxr2 Olimpia and 
the Pope : ſo that they did not 
only take the liberty of treating 
both the one and the other with 
ſharp and biting diſcourſe , but a 
diſdainful meen evidenced how 
firmly they believed what they 
laid. 

One day amongſt the reſt was 
preſented to the Pope a Gold Me- 
dal, of about ten Piſtols value, by 
the Cardinal Patron : who told 
him he had received in a Letter 


| ſome Satyrs without a Name, and 
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ſo ſhewed them to him. Upon the 
one fide of this Medal was Donna 
Olimpia, with the Pope's Mitre up- 
-on herhead, and Saint Peter's Keys 
in her hand ; on the -reverle, rhe 
Pope, with his head dretled up like 
a Lady, and a Spindle and Rock in | 
his hand : a thing that provoked 
much tothe ruine of Donna 0l7n- 
pa. Tt is very certain, the Cardinal 
ought not to have diſcovered it, 
for tear of diſcompoling his Hoht- 
neſs : but he would ſhew it. to help 
to the deſtruction of Donna Olims, N. 
pia, who ſtood in competition 
with him. Thus under colour of 
doing his Duty, played he-his own 
ame. | 
It was ſaid the Pope reſolved to 
baniſh his Siſter-in-law from the 
Court, upon advice of a certain 
Comedy that was repreſented in 
London before Cromwel, called The 
Aarriage of the Pope; in which a- 
mong(t other things was brought! 
in,' 
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in, for ſport tothe Emeliſh, and re- 
\ proach to the Papiſts, that the 
Pope deſiring to marry Dona 0li1- 
pi:,and ſhe refuſing! him, ſaying, ſhe 
would not have ſuch a Beaſtly ugly 
fellow for her Husband ; to win 
her, offered her a Key, which ſhe 
refuſed as too mean a Preſent; upon 
which,being reſolved to have her, 
he offered both Keys. But you 
t, | muſt know firſt, .that when he pre- 
i- | ſented her with one, Dona Olimpia 
Pp | asked him whether it was the Key 
z+,- of Hell or Paradiſe ; to which the 
n | Pope anſwering, it was that of Pa- 
of | radiſe 3 ſhe replyed, then giveme 
a | the other too : for yeu ſhall not 
think to have it in your hands when 
to | youare weary of me, to command 
he | the Devil to take me away. Thus 
inf when he had preſented her with 
in both Keys, the Wedding was kept 
Def} and concluded with a Ball of 
a-f| Monks and Nuns, who took great 
zhtY fatisfaftion to think that it might 
in, : H come / 
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come to their turn one day to be 
married likewiſe. 

It was thought by many , that 
what helped tFwiden this breach, 
was a cloſe diſcourſe the Emperour 
had with the Nuntio Melzz, that 
was at Vienna, who was condoling 
with this Prelate the fatal ſtroke he 
had received from Kome, by the 
concluſion of Peace with the 
Swedes, without regard had to the 


Catholick Religion 3 in defenſe of | 


which, they ought always to have 

upon their Guard. In fo 
.much, that the Emperour could not 
refrain a ſharp reſentment of it to 
the Nuntio, telling him , The Pope 
hath a brave time of it, Signor Nun- 
ti0, for Donna Olimpia to claw his 
Pate to make him ſleep : and fo ſaid 
no more. Melzz after this being 
come back to Rome, and urged by 
the Pope to relate clearly what the 
Emperour had faid upon the receipt 


of his Letter about the accompt of 


the: 
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the Peace with Sweder., failed not 
to repeat it word for word. This 
a little wakened the Pope, and 
made him reflect,” that if he had 
ſach checks from Catholick Prin- 
ces, ſuch as 1s the Auſtrian Family 
in Germany - ſurely he muſt expect 
much more ſevere from thoſe that 
deteſted his Uſurpation. 

All theſe things were enough not 
only to ſhake, but utterly to have 
ruined Donna Olimpia, And no 
doubt they made deep impreflion 
in the Pope, however that ſome 
w1ll not have it fo, but that it was 
all a Fable of the Cardinals preſen- 
ting him with the Medal. Bur be it 
ſo, it ismoſt afſuredly true, that not 
one but many, both of Gold and 
Silver were diſperſed about Koze - 
and probably, he that found a way 
to coyn them, was ingenious enough 
to find a way alſo to convey them 

| | to the Pope. - Others will haveit, 

f | that it was a little true, that ſucha 
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Play was aCted before Crozwel, as 
we ſpoke of above. We will grant 
therefore, that it was a meer Inven- 
tion of the people of Rome, and by 
conſequence much worſe : for it 
muſt needs be a greater mortificati- 
on to ſee his own Subjects take the 
mart of Hereticks againſt him. Ne1- 
ther could he remain ignorant of 
ought, f{ince thoſe that breathed 
out nothing but deſtruction to Do#- 
14 Olipia , would leave no ſtone 
unturned to make known to the 
Pope any thing of this nature. 
 Thegeneral opinion 1s, that Par- 
zZicolo was the contriver and inſtru- 
ment of this fall. For as he ſtood 
always at the Pope's elbow, to wait 
an occaſion of oyerthrowing that 
great confidence and power Dona 
Olixpia had : this was offered him, 
that at that very time he was taxed 
by the ſame Lady for a Traytor,one 
that had undermined the whole 
houſe of Parfilio, by preferring to 
the 
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the Pope's favour one that was -a 
ſtranger to them. Parzicolo there- 
fore lets fall theſe expreſſions: That 
he was much concerned for the 
misfortune of the great Princes, 
that they ſhould be the laſt in- re- 
ſenting the wrong was done them, 
and the affronts put upon that ma- 
jeſty they held, putting all up with 
that patience as ſeemed monſtrous 
to the world, Thus with a _dry- 
neſs which was natural to him, ag- 
gravating the circumſtances , he 
purſued the ſeries of his diſcourſe, 
and preſſed it ſo home to the Pope, 
that ( being in that diſtraction, and 
reflecting upon the out-cries and 
noiſe the whole world made, toge- 
ther with the inſufterable importu- 
nity of this Lady , for her too 
great preſumption beyond the 
bounds of common modeſty ) he 
forbad her his Preſence and the 

Court. 
There are thoſe that are verily 
H 3 per- 
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perſivaded, what contributed much 
to the _— of Donna Olimpin, 
was the diſcourſe ofa Royal Em- 
baſſadour, who endevoured ſhly 
ro ſubvert this Lady, not out of 
ahy gre grudge , but that he 
was diſpleafed as a Roman Catho- 
lick, to hear ſo many diſcourſes, to 
the great ſcandal of the Church. 
Talking therefore one day with the 
Pope, and being denyed his Re- 
queſt, he made bold to tell him, 
Perchance what your Holineſs will not 
tio for thy King, you will do it for 
your Donna Ohrapia, to whom I now 
26 to thake my Addreſs, This he 
{poke betwixt Jeſt and Earneft, but 
_ fo, that it cut the Pope to the very 
heart. However, he ſeemed not 
to take notice of any thing, but re- 
plyed in general terms : That not 
the whole world, much leſs Doxra 
Olimpia, ſhould remove him from 
a juſt Reſolution. The Embaſla- 
Sour gone : he ſtrook his hand up- 
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on the Table, and was heard to 
fay, The Devil take all Women, and 
thoſe that prefer them thus. An e- 
vident token of the Popes diſplea- 
ſare, that his Authority ſhould be 
made ſo ridiculous through means 
of this Lady. Andit is moſt cer- 
tain, the Papal Authority was ne- 
ver lo little reſpected, as it was in 
the time of z2nocent. The Catho- 
lick Princes would often make 
ſport at this new mode of Female 
Government, becauſe they ſaw the 
Proteſtant Princes laugh at it. Nay 
theſe would at times bewail the 
miſerable condition of the Romiſh 
Church, becauſe they ſaw the Ca- 
tholicks themſelves do ſo. Who 1n- 
deed could forbear tears , to fee 
that there was no more fending of 
Embaſladours to the Pope, but to 
Donna Olimpia ; no more to the. 
* Court, but to a Ladies Palace ! 

One Prince among the reſt, of 


| the molt conſiderable in Exrope ,, 
/] 7 H 4. ſent: 
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ſent an Extraordinary Embaſſadour 
to Rome ; to whom, after having 
given him his neceſlary Inſtructi- 
ons, he gave 1n charge at his laſt 
farewel, If by the application of our 
Authority, you can make no impreſſion 
upon the Pope, endevour to gain hin | 
_ by bribing Nonna Olimpia te uſe her { 
power, And it was a reaſonable 
advice : for I know by one of the 
1600 Confidents of the Embal\- 
ſadours retinue , that the Buſineſs 
had not been obtained without 
great expence. 
Cardinal 4ſtall;, after the death 
of Innocent, hath ſaid in {ome com- 
+ Ppanles: that nothing was ſaid of 
Donna Olimpia in any part of Ex- 
rope, that the Pope knew not of 3 
ſeeming ever to take little notice, 
and to {light all, asonly an eftect of 
malice. Thus he bore it out be- 
fore others, though he himſelf was 
ricked, as 1t was evidently ſeen 
| the alteration of his counte- | 
nance. | 
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nance. But upon advice of a Ser- 
mon preached at Gezeva , wherein 
Donna Olimpia was mentioned : he 
was ſo highly diſturbed, that he ate 
nothing for two days together, but 
fretted and vented his choler upon 
whom ſoever was with him. Now 
he was informed of this Story thus. 
The Pope's Nuntio's Secretary 
that was at Paris, by order of his 
Maſter returned to Kome, to confer 
with his Holineſs about ſome Afﬀair, 
that could not well be committed 
toa Letter. So ſoon as he had deli- 
vered his Errand, and would have 
taken his leave for the firſt time :' 
the Pope began to enquire of him 
concerning his Voyage , and by 
what way he came from Paris to 
Rome 5 upon which the Secretary 
anſwered, that he paſled Incognito 
through Geneva; and what ſays 
that rebellious City of Us? reply's 
the Pope. The Secretary told him, 
You cannot expect no goodneſs , 
moſt 
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moſt holy Father, from your Ene- 
mies. Well, but (fays the Pope) 
what ſay they 2 Then the Secre- 
tary thinking himſelf obliged 

to tell the truth, and not tolye _ 
in the Pope's preſence , or whe- 
ther he had ſome other Reaſon 
for 1t : thus told him : Moſt ho- 
ly Father, IT ftayed but one day in this 
City, where I obſerved a greater Ci- 
vility in the People, than I imagined 
to have found, But the more ſatis- 
fattion T received from without, the 
greater was my inward mortification - 
for having the curioſity to obſerve the 
religions Rites of theſe Prople, ſo much 
contrary to thoſe of Rome : T got my 
Hoſt to carry me to their Church, juſt 
at Sermon time, My Hoſt told me 
terwards the ſecond Preacher was a 
Luccheſe, of the noble Family of the 
Diodati, and was indeed a great 0- 
ratour, This perſon, whether he knew 
any thing of my coming, or that he 
did it in order to the diſcourſe he had 
for- 
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formerly propoſed to himſelf, took for 
his Text the words of Saint Paul 
written to Timothy , Suffer not a 
Woman to Teach, neither to rule 
over the Man. Opor which he en- 
larged, to the great reproach of our 
Chwrch of Rome, that ſuffered it ſelf 
to be governed by a Woman,” This 
was one of the moſt fatal ſtrokes. 
[ cannot tell whether the thing was 

. really fo, or that the Secretary 1n- 

vented it; let it ſuffice that Cardj- 

{ nal Aftall; confefleth, this Informa- 
tion took fo ſtrongly with the 
Pope, that he verily believes he 
took up his Reſolution at this in- 
ſtant to baniſh Dona Olimpia from 
the Court. 

Nevertheleſs, he that will confis 
der alittle cloſer the Reaſon of this 
diſgrace, will find that the Pope 
did not this out of diſltke or ha- 
tred to this Lady, but rather out 

, of extreme kindneſs, that is, to take 
; off the revilings of ſo many as ſer 
OY them- 
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themſelves againſt her, and to ap» | ' 

peaſe the murmurings ; and too,be- | ' 
] ſides, out of ſome politick confide- | | 
| ration , that he might be taken for 
a zealous Pope.But it was impoſſible 
| al-the world ſhould be able to per- 
{wade that a Veſlel of ſowre V ine- 
ager was become Moſcadel ; and 
truly it is hard to take a falſe Work 
out of a peece of Cloth , without |} 
ſpoyling the whole. | 

That the Pope was not diſtaſted, 
1s no difficult matter to believe ; | 1 
For the Evening before he came to | | 
this Reſult, he ſent to call Dozra | 1 
0/171pia, with whom he held confe- JI 1 
rence four or five hours in private : | 
and it is verily thought the Pope | | 
adviſed her to take the diſgrace of | 4 
baniſhment for a little while from } . 
the Court paticntly , till ſuch time || ! 
as the malicious mouths ſhouid be Þ} « 
ſtopped ; and then he promiſed to | * 
call her back again, as in effect he | 
did. Thus the Pope did, as Lay = 
| taat 
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| that threaten their Children, all the 
| while they hold them 1n their arms. 
He commands Donna Olimpia with 
a loud Voice, that upon any pre- 


" tence whatever , ſhe appear not 
bk - 
" before him : but afterwards tells 


> 7 OW OO * OD 


her 1n her Ear, ſhe may come pri- 
vately ; ſo he diſcards her and calls 
her at the ſame time, and forbids 


| her to be ſeen 1n publick, that he 
| may have her the more to himſelf. 


But the good Man's Plot would 
not take : For in ſtead of ſtopping 
the mouths of the malicious, it 
made them ten times worſe : and the 
retirement of Donna 0limpia to her 
Palace, and withdrawing from pub- 


| lick view, made them report about 
| Rome, that the Pope was become 


Jealous in his old age : and this 


| Rumonr took the more eaſily, be- 


cauſe for the more private convey- 


| ance of the matter, ſhe went to him 


| forthe moſt part by Night. 


Now 
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Now behold all the Pope's In- 
dignation againſt Donxa Olimpia , 
and all the Diſgrace ſhe underwent, 
during her Brother-in-law's Reign : 
which was to ſee him by Night and 
not by Day , procure Favours in | 
private, and not in publick, and to 
g0 to the Vatican for her own Inte- 
reſt, and not for that of others. 

And the truth is, this Lady refle- 
ting upon what was paſt, and what 
would be moſt for her Credit , did 
for ſome days forbear to appear 
publickly : but all this while bated 
not an Ace of her ſatisfattion. For 
though in appearance ſhe ſeemed a 
little to be eclipſed : yet made ſhe 
all good in ſecret, having Audience 
of his Holineſs incoerita, as I told | 
you before. 

In this very nick of time that the 
Pope appeared to cool in his affe- 
ions towards Donna Olimpia , he 
began to grow kind towards his | 
Family and Blood, Who, after | 

three 
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three years Baniſhment , at the In- 
| ſtigation and Directions of the 
Silter-in-law , were both Prince 
Camillo and his Lady (to take off 
the blemiſh of Unnatural ) called 
intoF avour again, upon condition 
1 they would expect no great matter 
of kindneſs from their Uncle , who 
was diſpoſed to oblige no body but 
Donna Olimpia. 

There was no body in Rexee that 
did not come to welcome them 
home; and that not fo much for 
the Prince, as the Princeſs her fake. 
who deſerved to be pityed for many 
Reaſons, having received the high- 
eſt Injuries, and with ſo groſs At- 
fronts to her perſon, not only from 
the Pope and her hair-brain'd 
Mother-in-law, but even from her 
own Husband ; that after Hony- 
moon was over, he ſeemed to cool 
in his affections, though to ſo fair 
| and noble an Object. However,be- 
r | 0g returacd into Favour and good 
e | Recep- 
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Reception with the Pope , though 
they lived not very happily toge- 
ther, yet the Princeſs carryed it {0 
prudently, as to wink at all faults. 
But hardly was I-#ocent dead, when 
all broke out to the prejudice of 
them both, as giving occaſion to | 
the World to put diverſe Interpre- 
tations upon the Rupture. 

Thelittle underſtanding between 
this unhappy couple fortified the 
Opinion of Dox4 Olimpia, Who ; 
when told of the Match, declared 
not only to the Pope, but to every 
body, that her Son had no inclina- 
tion at all to marry, but that the 
Princeſs by little tricks and delu- 
ſions had inveagled him to quit his 
Cardinals Cap , and marry her, 
in hopes of wearing the Breeches. | 
And this , upon the diſcovery of | | 
their differences, got credit every | | 
where, 

Mean while Cardinal 4ſtal/z, I 
ſhould ſay , Cardinal Parfilio en+ 


joyed 
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joyed ſo abſolutely all the Preroga- 
tives, the other Nephews ſhould 
have had by right of Blood ; that 
the Pope ſeemed to be kinder to 
him every day than other. Not- 
withſtanding there wasno exceſs 1n 


1 Favours, as not being in his nature. - 


Indeed the Cardinal by ParZicolo's 


Inſtructions never asked any thing, 


that he was not moſt ſure before- 
hand would pleaſe the Pope. So 
that many times ( this the Cardinal 
ſays now) the Pope himſelf would 
complain of him, that he was ſo mo- 
deſt in requeſting of Favours , that 
he asked not thoſe which of-abſo- 
late neceſſity were to be allowed 
him. 


The true Relations of the Pope 


all this: while could take no fatis- 
faction to ſce one of a ſtrange Houſe 
ſo highly in the Pope's favour 3 and 
they who ſhou!d beſo near kept, 
at ſuch a diſtance. The very ſight 
of this Cardinal did afflict them to 

[ that 
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that degree; as by ther good 
wills, they would never come in his 
company, , at leaſt would never 
ſeek it. For in deſpite of them they 
were forced to ſee him, and I may 
ſay, be beholding to him upon fe- 
veral occaſions. Yet they bore not 
ſo great a malice tothis adopted 
Nephew, as to Panzicelo : whoſe 
deſtrudtion they plotted Night and. 
Day : imagining perchance :by his 
Fall they ſbould lay the way to 
open to the overthrow of his Crea- 

ture, / 
They met perpetually at Dora 
Olimpia's Houſe in Conſultation, 
how-to bring down Parzicolo. They 
fpent whole Nights many times in 
queſt of this. point, each Relation 
employing his beſt Rhetorick, and 
endevouring to deviſe Cabals, and: 
lay all Deſigns for the ruine ofthis 
Perſon : but every thing fell. out to 
theix difiatisfaction, as; not being 
able to find. out a means to —__ 
Tnelr. 
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their Propofitions. They were vex- 
ed to the heart, to ſee ll their De- 
ſigns vaniſh into a with, mforrinety 
that fome took ther Bed nponitt for 
very maxdneſs. Toleffen him 11- the 
Pope's opinion, ws not difficult , 
but noffible : for his Credit with 
him had taken'too deep root. bt 
fine, they were! never able'to hure 
fach' a man; that always walked 
with his eyes open, and upon Evert 
gronnd; Parzirolohad Wit enough 
ro keep'well with the Pope;though 
his frequent Indifpofitions niade 
him ſcarce able' to keep upon Bis 
Feet. The continual Conferences 
he' was uſed to hold'with chePope 
ol Mid-night, had ſomuch broke 
him; that one would have' thought 
him unfit for any undertaking: and 
yer held up'ſo well againft'the In- 
juries of Time and Wiles of 
his Adverſaries, that he made thert1 
deſpair ſo much as of thinking to 
attempt theleatt; 

I 2 But 
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But what the malice of the 
Pope's Kindred could not effect, 
Death's dart performed : Parzicolo 
dies by the courſe of nature, while . 
others are endevouring to make 
him die 1n the Pope's Favour. This 
pleaſed Donna Olimpia fo highly,” 
that the very ſame day ſhe march- 
ed about Rome in triumph. To the 
firſt that brought her the News, the 
anſwered, He 7 dead and T live. The 
Pope took his Death very much to 
heart, and had the Embaſladours 
come to condole him, not being 
able to overcome his grief for ma- 
ny days. But above al), the Cardi- 
nal-Patron lamented his loſs , his 
eyesguiſhing out with tears.,as omi- 
nous to that miſchief afterwards 
befell him. 

The day after the Death of this 
Cardinal, the Pope's Relations had 
ne Conſultation among them- 

elves in Doxna Clitpia's Houle, in 
which they thought good in no 
NES | way 
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way to attempt the leſſening of the 
Cardinal-Patron his Authority, or 
rather his Perſon ; but firſt to work 
the Pope out of all good conceit 
of the memory of Parzzcolo : For 


_ they could not expect, while the 


Pope retained any good opinion of 
him, that he ſhould ever be per- 
ſwaded to entertain an1ll thought 
of his Creature. 

They all therefore ſet themſelves 
to this Work. Particularly Dora 
Olimpiaas moſt concerned, left no 
ſtone unturned. At laſt they had 
their will : and though in his life 
time they were never able to put 
him out of Favour; nevertheleſs, 
after his Death they prevailed to 
wake him be forgot of the Pope, 
who layed aſide all favourable 
thoughts he had of him during his 
lite. 

An evident token of this, are the 
Complaints which have been heard 
from the Pope's own mouth,againſt 
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the Condutt of Par zicolo : {lighting 
all Bufinefics that were left by the 
ſaid Cardinal, nay even to a better 
refixlal of whatever ſavonred of his 
memory. Likewile in any Buſineſs 
of ſmall importance (which ſhewed 
the nature of the Beaſt) that Parzz- 
colo had left in his Will to defire to 
be paſled, he would proteſt againſt 
it. Many times treating with Em- 
baſiadours and others, he would 
ſay he was cheated by Panzicolo. 
This diſcovered the unſtable na- 
ture of the Pope, who never could 
keep to ane Reſolution : but did 
things not as they ought to be, but 
upen periwaſion. 

After the Death of Panzzcolo, 
Danna Olinvia frequ ented the 
Court a little more, but i#cognzta - 
beginning by degreesto repollels 
her {elf of her firſt ſtation, and tru- 
ly ſhe made large ſteps. The other 
Relations, that is, Prince Parfilzo, 
Prince Lxdoviſio, and Prince Juſti- 


nian, | 
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i213, were pretty well m Favour, 
being kindly received fo far as coſt 
nothing. The Princeſs of Koſſaro 
thought ſtrange that her Husband 
was not treated in a more particular 
manner than the reſt of the Ne- 
phews ; as being the only perfon 
among them, that was of the Blood 
of the Paxfili; : Though 1n truth he 
had no reaſon to complain much of 
this , ſince how partially ſoever he 
carryed himſelf amongſt his Ne- 
phews, it was but in appearance: 
For he took order, and would have 
it ſo; that inthe uncloſing of his 
Fiſt, as he uſed to call it, all the 
moſt conſiderable benefits ſhould 
go to Prince Camillo : and this he 
made his whole Buſineſs, and em- 
ployed the Cardinal-Patron in it 
too 3 thus did he give the Subſtance 
to one, and to the reſt the Shadow. 
One day as he was bufie in afſign- 
ing I know not what advantage, he 
was demanded by the Cardinal-Pa- 
EE I 4 tron, 
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tron, whether he would have it gi- 
ven to Prince Parfilio,or Prince Lu- 
doviſto ; to which the Pope anſwer- 
ed, Know you not that wear is my 
Doublet, but nearer is my Shart 2 
Another time being asked by the 
ſame perſon, which of theſe three 
Nephews he had the greateſt kind- 
neſs for ; he replyed without de- 
mur, We love Prince Juſtiniani for 
his Wifes ſake, Prince Ludoviſto be- 
cauſe he 1s a gocd Prince, and 
Prince Parfilio becauſe he is of our 
Blood, 

He gave Donna Olimpia to under- 
{ſtand ſeveral times, but not without 
a promiſe to reſtore her to all her 
former power, that it was his abſo- 
lute Will, that ſhe ſhuuld leave all, 
or the greatcſt part of her Acquiſi- 
tions to her Son. And he had rea- 
ſon: for he well knew the Ladies 
inclinations were more to her 
Daughters. Therefore the Pope 
admired ſhe ſhould think of be- 

[towing 
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ſtowing her Eſtate out of the 
Houſe of Parf.z0, which was com- 
priſed in that one perſon, who was 
his Nephew and her Son : nay, - he 
could hardly believe it poſiible, 
ſhe ſhonld contribute ſccner to a 
half Family, than that which ſuc- 
ceeded her in a direct Line. 

Donna Ol:pia found no fmall re- 
Juctancy within her {clf to do this. 
However, ſhe dur{t not openly de- 
ny him, for fear he ſhould take it 


il : knowing very well there was 


all the reaſon for it in the World ; 
and that ſhe was tyed by all the 
Obligations of Gratitude to coniri- 
bute that to the eſtablithing of the 
Houle of Parfilzo, under whole pro- 
tection ſhe had gatheredit. Upon 
which conſideration, the promiſed 
to do all the Pope delired : as well 
allured ſhe could leave her Daugh- 
ters and Grand-children cnough 
bel:des to make them dehe the De- 
vi] andall his Works, Thus you 

may 
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may ſee it was no want of kindneſs 
on the Popes ſide, that made Prince 
Parfilio be baniſhed : but for the 
Reaſons I told you before, and the 
malice of the Mother, made him 
oullty. 

The Princeſs of Roſſano collo- 

ued with her Mother-1n-law all ſhe 
could : but being againſt the grain 
of her generous temper, ſhe could 
not crouch ſo much as the others. 
She ſhewed her all reſpect indeed , 
yet without owning 1n'the leaſt to 
have her dependance upon her : 
whereas on the other fide, the reſt, 
 whenthey ſaw her ſo great with the 

Pope, reſigned themſelves wholly 
up to her ditpoſal. 

The Pope thought it impoſſible 
for him to ſubſilt without Dona 
Olimpia 5 1o that 1t was his daily 
diſcourſe to: the Cardinal-Patron 
her commendations, calling her 
Lady of great Prudence. The Cardi- 
na], who ſaw himſelf deprived of 
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Pancicolo's help, and perceiving the 
propenſity of the Pope towards 
this Lady, durſt not contradict him 
irrthe leaſt, but complyed with his 
Holineſs in the praiſe of Domna 
Olimpra, that he might not be guil- 

of his own ruine. Yet wilingly 
- he would not ſee her at Court, as 
jealous of his own Intereſt , when 
he faw what power ſhe had : who 
was become more Miſtris thanever, 
both of the Court, Church, State 
and Pope. The Cardinal had the 
Honour to receive: Embaſladours : 
bur {till they treated with the Pope 
and Downa Olimpia, At laſt, all pri- 
vate Viſits were layed alide,and ſhe 
came 1n and out at pleaſure : the 
good man forgetting all the Paſquils 
and Stories that had paſled about 
the World. But truly it was no 
wonder the Popethould forget Re- 
porrs 3 when he had forgot himielF, 
and the honour of the Church. 
By this time the Pope grewnſy 
Old, 
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Old, that he was thought uncapa- 
| ble of undergoing his Dominion 


| . longer, ThePhylitians, , whom na- 


turally he hated, diſcovered no 0- 
ther Diſeaſe in him, than that of 
Fourſcore Years, and the Gout , 
which by his exccllent Diet he had 
carryed off in lis Old Age. In the 
beginning of his Reign, he would 
not have a Phyſitian wait at his Ta- 
ble, according tv the utfual cuſtom : 
but was difiwaded from it by Dor- 
4 Olpia, that the Papal Majeſty 
might not ſeem to ſtand inneced of 
help; though the cuſtom in this 
caſe, was more for Majeſty and 
Greatneſs, than for any neceſſity. 
His Phyſitian ar laſt, after Donna 
0/19pia had adviſea him to it, pre- 
v2iled with him 1n his Jatter days, 
not to diſturb his Head with any 
Buſineſs : but if he had a mind to 
Jive any longer, to put his Affairs 
into ſome other hands. So the 
Pope, out of acclire to prolong his 

_ days, 
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days, flung off all Care, both of 
Church and State, referring the firſt 
to certain Committees of Cardinals, 
and the other to Donna Olimpia 
with the Cardinal-Patron. 

However, this Lady was not fa- 
tisfied, as the Oracle of Policy, to 
give Law to State, Church and 
Court : but ſhe would diſpoſe of 
the Spirituality , as ſhe had done 
formerly : So that many times the 
Committees met at her Houſe, be- 

fore they went to their ordinary 
_ place of Conlultatton. Though to” 
lay the truth, ſhe took cognmifance 
| of nothing, but what might bring 

her in profit : remitting Caſes that 
meerly concerned Conſcience , to 
the Committees, as the Pope had 
ordained. 

[t muſt needs ſeem an incredible 
thing to any one that hears it, when 
I ſhall go about to deſcribe the In- 
{| duſtry this Lady ufed in ſcraping 

up Wealth. But the truth 1s, ſhe 
| ſaw 
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faw the Pope in a dechnmg condi- 
tion, and her felf charged on all 
ſides with Children , and Grand- 
children, obliged to leave the ber- 
ter half to her own Son, and yet re- 
luved:to raiſe the reft toa conlide- 
rable: fortune : ſo: that the plentiful 
Revenue of the Church could not 
ſatisfie hey unreaſonable” appetite. 
Fhe perfecutions of the Barbariws 
made her fuſpect , rhat after the 
Popes Death ſhe ' ſhould not be 
wholly exempted from her fhare in- 
the lake.. She well knew the: proper 
Inſtrument to qualitie-{uch.a misfor- 
tune, would be ſtore of Money. 
And this ſherwas:the rather induced 
to beheve; by having ſeemthe' Bay- 
barini- perſecuted: to the utmoſt by 
the Pope, their moſt inveterate E- 
nemy,. with. Sequeſtration upon 
all their Goods: and yet continue 
in Honour and: Repuration,. out of 
themeer force of a Bank they: had' 
provided again{tſuch-am: Accident. 

There- 
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Therefore ſhe made the more haſt 
to fill her Coffers, upon prefumpti- 
on-that it would fall more heavy 
upon her : becauſe the had nothing 
elſe to truſ}. to, having no body to 
pity her. The Priſons were full of 
- Innocents, and the Steets of Guilty: 

the one preventing their Confine- 
ment by a price; and the other con- 
ſtrained to buy themſelves out of 
Priſon. 

Fhere was a Centleman of Rome, 
who 1n confidence of his own inte- 
ority » dwore that Domna Olimpia 
thould never touch any of his Mo- 
ney. Now, that he might never be 
obliged to make a Petition 3 he 
took his Son from a Clerks Office 
he was in : Yet could he not keep 
his Oath ; for Donna Olimpiu hear- 
Ing of It, gave order to a certain 
Officer to. make it his bulſineis to 
draw him into. the Net. And he 
fatled not to effect it : For he or- 
dered a Sbirro, who-engaged __ 
{e] 
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ſelf 1know not how one day in a 
Conteſt with this Gentleman : up- 
on which the poor Gentleman find- 
ing himfelt undervalued ſo by a 
Shirro, gave him a box on the Ear 
or two, and was carryed to Priſon 
for it, and arraigned for contempt 
of Juſtice, in ſtriking a publick 
Miniſter, and ſo condemned to die. 
Therefore, to ſave his Life, he was 
not only obliged to preſent Donna 
Olimpia with a Purſe, but likewiſe 
topay a conſiderable ſum into the 
Exchequer, . 

This was the Lady that perſwa- 
ded the Pope in no wiſe to meddle 
with the Treaty of Peace between 
the Chriſtian Princes 3 that 1s, be- } 
tween the Crowns of France and 
Spain, upon whole agreement de- 
pended all the reſt. 

g Popes areuſed immediately af- 
ter their Inſtallment , to diftpatch 
Nuntio's extraordinary to Princes, | 
to ſollicite with all earneſtneſs an | 

unlyer« 
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univerſal Peace, ſparing no pains 
or colt to effect it, 1{777ocent , Ccon- 
traryto all the reſt, was pleaſed to 
{ce them 1n pieces ; laying aſide not 
only the conſideration of an Unt- 

verſal Father, but all good Policy. 
It will not be from our purpoſe 
here to propole a pretty Cale, 
ſomething relating to this. Two 
Porters were at Fiſty-cuffs one day 
about ſome Difference that happe- 
ned between them, and it chanced 
to be under the Pope's Windows, 
where he was ftanding at the ſame 
inſtant.Some there were that would 
have parted them ; but the' Pope 
forbad 1t, giving order they ſhould 
let them fight it out. They, accor- 
ding to the cuſtom of ſuch ſort of 
people, after having fought about 
half an hour, gave over of them- 
ſelves, and made Peace without 
any Interceſſion. Then the Pope 
turned to Panzicolo ( who was 11- 
ving at that time,and ſtood by him) 
| K tel]- 
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telling him, So will the French and 
Spaniard do - when ihey are weary 
of beating one another , they will a- 
gree of themſelves without Help or Im- 
portunity of others, And indeed he 
propheſied truly : for afterwards 
we law them do ſo. 

Hence we may gather how little 
a Friend the Pope was to Peace. - 


But many excuſe him by laying the - 
fault upon Donna Olzmpia + who | 


counſelled the Pope to let them- 
alone to themſelves, and fave the 
charges of ſo many extraordinary 
Nuntio's ; making {ure to her {elf 
all that ſhould be faved upon that 
occaſion ; and ſhe had her will. 

The Pope's Nephews percetving 
the avarice of this Lady,would nor, 
in hopes of large ſhares at her 
Death, ſtop her Career, but ra- 
ther furthered her in all ſhe ordered 
and diſpoſed. It was a wonderful 
thing to ſee a Woman of Three- 
{core years of Age toyl fo night 
Gy and 
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and day, treating with this and 
t'other, running up and down,with- 
out ever giving the leaſt appearance 
of being tyred , anſwering all that 
came to her itn proper terms. 
Though whoever came empty han- 
ded, was neither welcome.,nor well 


| looked upon. 


How ſhall we ſay Donn Olimpis 
governed herſelf in regard to the 
' Princes of Chriſtendom ? It is cer- 
tain this, they had all reaſon to 


.. commend and bewail themſelves at 


the ſame time. For what partrality 
ſoever the Pope had for one more 
than another : Doxna Olimpia , el- 
ther out of fear of making Ene- 
mies at home, or beingat too great 
Expence , brought the good man 
not only to be Neuter, but to have 
ſuch an indifferency for even the 
molt weighty Aﬀairs of Princes : 
that whereas other Popes elteemed. 
it greatneſs to have the moſt impor- 
tant Afﬀairs of Chriſtendom 1 ther 
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hands 3 Innocert , on the contrary 
never thought he ſpenta day worle, - 
than when be was to give Audience 
to Embaſladors. But why ſhould 
ſhe makethe Pope ſo lazy 2 Why 
not rather did ſhe counſel! him to 
_ attempt great matters for the ad- - 

vance of his Authggity, Credit and 

Renown far an 

that will acquire a great name , 
muſt treat with all Princes. and 
thruſt himſelf into all Bufineſles . 
abroad. This was the courſe tho; 
Popes obſerved that ſought t 
name of Univerſal Father. 
Innocent was the only he, that tooK 
the courſe rather to be conſidered 
as a private Gentleman, than fo 
great a Prince. And in truth, Donna 
Ol/;1pia made him let {lip the faireſt 
opportunities of 1mmortalizing by 
Name, as it may be ever any Pop& 
will have again. Had Urbax been 
alive at the time of the Revolutions 
at Naples in the Year 1647. thunge 
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had gone at another rate (and all 
for the better tuo) for the adyan- 
tage of the Church. A Pope that 
will intereſt himſelf in all publick 
and particular concerns of Princes, 
carries a great Reputation and 
ſtroke in the World, it 1s true : but 
It is as true, that.y4t cannot be done 


||. without great expence, as well in 


receiving as ſending of errands. 
Wherefore it is no marvel if 120- 
- cent, contrary to all others, little 
_  &egarded fuch Honour : when he 
| © Fad Donna Olimpia with him , who 
 Falued a hundred Crowns in her 
Purſe , more than the expeCtation 
of eternal Glory. But Popes muſt 
not often have ſuch Counſellors, if 
we would have Chriſtianity flou- 
riſh. 

# The Emperour could procure 
no other help, than a few Iudul- 
gencies. So that,abandoned on e- 
very fide, he was forced upon all 
diſadvantage to make up a Peace 
| K 3 with 
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with the Swede, to the great loſs 
of the Roman Religion. The 
Spaniards had flat Denyals upon 
all Demands , to the grief and 
complaint of Conte d' Ognatte and 
il Duca dell Infantado , who 
were Embaſladours at Kowe in 
the time of I-macert, and who re- 
ceived groſs affronts from that 
Court. The Frexch required no- 
thing , keeping off like outlawed 
perſons for ſome time : and not 
without grounds. For if the Spa- 
ziard that had made him Pope, 
could obtain nothing , the French 
certainly had ſmall reaſon to expe 
favour, who had oppoled his E- 
leftion. $o that they did well to 
ſtand off The Duke of Savoy, 
during the time of Innocent , pre- 
tended to forget thoſe diltaſtes , 
which had formerly provoked the 
Duke and Dutcheſs to withdraw 
their Embaſiadour from Roxze - but 
they were much out, if they 
thought 
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thought to get any thing by it ; un- 
leſs you would fay the Duke got 
enough for the time he had to en- 
joy it. However Donna Olimpi- 
had a great deſire to ſee a Cardinals 
Cap promiſed:to one of Prmce To- 
m1aſo's Sons, that ſhe might as much 
as poſlible diſappoint a Houſe ſo 111 
affected to hers, of Heirs. This 
the Pope yeilded to: but becauſe 
neither Duke nor Dutcheſs had a 
hand in it, it fell to nothing. The 
Duke thought (and will ever, and 
not without reaſon) that the great- 
neſs of his Houſe did an honour to 
the Colledge of Cardinals : and 
therefore pretended without more 
adoe, that his Bloud gave him title 
enough to ſuch a Creation, And. 
the rather , ſince Cardinal Mauri- 
tio had, out of a Capricio againſt 
the Church, renounced his Cap, 
the Church ought to reſtore it to 
the Nephew as due. But theſe con- 
fiderations took no place in Kome , 

K 4. where 
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where Cardinals are made accord- 
ing to their inclination to the Inte- 
relt of the preſent Pope. They ſay 
her Royal Highnetfs ſtopped a Pre- 
lates month , that propoſed this 
Bulineſs to her , with this anſwer , 
A Hat of aL adies preſenting, will be 
too heavy for the Head : intimating 
thereby, that ſhe would not be be- 
holding to Dona Olimpia ; taxing 
the Pope at the ſame time of Effe- 
minacy. 

The great Duke was not ſo ſcru- 
pulous, after he had been ſo often 
diſobliged. For when he found 
them ſtalled in the making up the 
Agreement with the Duke of Par- 
4a 5 he {truck in with the oppor- 
tunity that offered it ſelf, procu- 
ring another red Hat to his Family, 
that his party might be the {txonger 
againſt the next Election. He ne- 
ver enquired whether Doxng; Olim- 
2:a0r the Pope gave it. And here- 
in he did wilcly: as indeed the great 

Dukes 


__—. - 
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Dukes know how to deal with the 

| Prieſts, being their near Netgh- 
bours 3 and make no great matter 
of their Affronts. 

Donna Olimpia carryed her elf 
ina middle way towards the Vere- 
tians, For as ſhe knew that Com- 
mon-wealth was rather of the re- 
ceiving, than the giving hand with 
the Church : ſo ſhe well uhderſtood 
nothing kept them ofi better, than 
obſcrving a diſtance. Yet towards 
her latter end ſhe expreſled great 
kindneſs to them : 1n hopes of pro- 
tection, if any misfortune ( that 1s, 
Perſecution) ſhould attend her. 
The Geroxeſe, who promiled them- 
ſelves great matters in Urbar's 
time, 1n order to their Title, and 
Royal Prerogatives, upon the com- 
pliance.of the Barbarini with their 
deſire, out of hopes of getting a 
ſum of Money 3 when they faw 
how they were deluded by them, 
applyed themlelves to 1nnocent © 


but 
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but they found he would not hear 


on that Ear, not ſo much as to put 


them in the Hopes that Urban did. 


Deſponding therefore, they called - 


home their Embaſſadour, who lay 
at Rome for that purpoſe. Never- 
theleſs,being reſolved to compaſs 
their ends, after having withdrawn 
their Miniſter from Rowe for ſome 
time : they ſent him again, with 
greater aſſurance from Donna Olim- 
pia's fide, than formerly they had 
had from the Pope. So they gave 
Inſtructions to their Embaſladour 
to treat with this Lady : who, as 
ſome will have jt, was the perſon 
that put the Geroreſe upon ſending 
back a new Embaſladour , putting 
them in Hopes of bringing their 
Buſineſs about again to ſome pur- 
poſe. Nor did ſhe this without 
Deſign: aſlured of a very great 
Gain; becauſe they were able to 
make it yood, and deſirous to do it 
upon the acccomplithment of Oo 

uit. 


L 


| 
L 


Donna Olimpia. 129; 


Suit,, Truly, the Lady was very 
zealous in the Buſineſs, and purſued 


it heartily : upon which, the Ge- 


2oxeſe, to advance the Work, ſent 
her no ſmall Prefents, to make her 
the more vigorous in their Afﬀeair. 
The Court ſeemed to be for it ; 
and Venice, which was the likelieft 
to oppole it, ſeemed to be willing 
to let it paſs, asnot conſiderable e- 
nough to impair any of their Dig- 
nity. But they met with ſo many 
other Rubs and Impediments, that 
came out of Germany, Italy and 
France : that the Grandees of Ge- 
z0ua thought fit to deſiſt, to their 
no little Diſcontent, that they had 
caſt ſo many Preſents away upon 
Donna Olimpia. 

Lucca was the only place not 
talked of in the time of 1znocert - 
as being of no great conſequence 
for the ſtreightneſs of their Con- 
fines. So that they had not enjoy- 
cd ſo much Peace tor a long time, 


as 


BEES i 


I Ir Cr CC 


140 The Lifeof 


- as under this Pope, And Donna 0- 


liztpia would take occaſion ſeveral 
times to reprove the Barharin, for 
proſecuting ſo fiercely the Ruine of 
a poor little Common-wealth, that 
had deſerved ſo well of the Church. 
However, this was not ſaid on free- 
colt : becauſe the Lxccheſs had pro- 
voked her with a Preſent. 

Now to come near a concluſion 
of the great Induſtry of Donna 0- 
lizpia : 1 ray, that the nearer the 
Pope's Death approached,the grea- 
ter was her attiiction to find her felt 
alone, and deſtitute of thoſe necel- 
ſary ſupportsa perſon in her condi- 
tion required, She knew very well 
none of her party would be able to 
do her any ſervice if Adverſity 
ſhould come upon her : and ſhe was 
pretty well afjured to have her 
ſhare of it, conſidering her paſſed 
Actions. To ſee all her Relations 
diſcontented , her own Son fo 11! 
uſed by her ſelf, and all the Nobi- 
lity 
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lity of Rome deteſting her very 
Name : made her rctlect night and 
day upon her Condition. The Prin- 
cels of Roſſaro her Daughter-1n-law, 
having ſo near Relation to the . 
Duke of Parma, made her, if not 
fear, at leaſt ſtand upon her Guard : 
And the rather, becaute the Prin- 
ceſs apprehending to what height 
the daily diſguſts betwixt her and 
her Husband might at lalt come to, 
very wifely thought upon fortity- 
ing her Intereſt in her own defence, 
{uch as would be a Cardinal Prince 
of her Kindred, that ſhould own 
his preferment immediately from 
her. To which end ſhe employed 
all her Wits to get in the Duke of 
Parma s Brother, her near Kinſman, 
to be Cardinal. But Donna Olim- 
P72 oppoſed it for the fame reaſon 
nnder-hand : that ſhe might not 
become too powerful. Thus was 
the Deſert of this Prince wholly 
layed aſide: Therefore Donna 0» 
| limpia 
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li91pia did expe both Prince and 
Daughter-in-law to be at open de- 
tiance with her , after Innocert's 
Death. 

To deliver her felfof all theſe 
Inconveniencies which threatned 
her Ruine : it came into her Head 
to play a Game ſhould hardly be 
believed, when it was done. And 
that was to propoſe an Alliance 
with the Barbarini : whereby to 
oblige them with ſo near a Tie, not 
only to forget paſſed Injuries, but 
to ſtand her Friends in future Oc- 
CUITENCES. | 

The Barbarini were in deſpair of 
ever having ſo fair an Occalion of- 
tered them as was, never expecting 
to be reconciled to Inmecert, 1t be- 
ing then eight years the Perſecuti- 
on had been upon them, So that 
Donna Olzmpia met with no dithcul- 
ty in her Deſign. For the Barva- 
ri; had tryed a thouſand ways 
tO be reconciled , and could ne- 

Ver 
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ver compaſls it : upon which they 
were not backward, when an ho- 


'nour Was offered. Cardinal An- 


tonio was more glad of this Con- 
juncture than the reſt : having been 
baniſhed for the ſpace of eight 
Years from his own Houle, from 
Rome ; nay, out of Italy; and for- 
ced to live in Forrain Parts at ſo 
great an Expence, as (belides the 
Suſpention of his Revenues, which 
he had in the Church) had colt him 
ſome Millions, loſing alſo the 
charge belonging to the Primoge- 
niture, 

Donna Olimpia therefore having 
a Daughter of her own, and Frince 
Jaſtiniani's Wite another mar- 
ryageable , looked upon this as 
the only Means to bring about her 
Deſigns. Thee her Intentions the 
made be broke to Cardinal Frar- 
ceſco Barbarino, with a promilc,that 
it the Barbarzni would conſent to a 


Match for their Nephew with j#- 


ſtimani's 


—_ — — — — — ————— 
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ſtiniani's Daughter , ſhe would re- 


ſtore them to all again , upon con- . 


dition that ſhould ſerve for thePor- © 


tion. And ſoit did. 

The Barbarini looked upon this 
as a Bleſſing to their Houſe , which 
was ſomewhat low at preſent. For 
they doubted 3 if Tnocent ſhould 
die , whether his Succeſlor would 
reſtore their Revenues, but rather 
keep them for his own Relaticns , 
as Innocent had done, and fo they 
ſhould uttcrly be - dilappointed. 
They therefore made no other an- 
{wer but that they ſhould be happy 
in ſuch an Honour. Donna Olinpra 
had deſigned the Match to be with 
the Eldeſt Son of Dor Tadeo + but 
the Barbarini, though very earneſt 
to have the thing done, yet mana- 

cd the Buſineſs ſocunning]y, as to 
pretend the Eldelt was reſolved to 
be a Cardinal , to relinquith his 
Birth-right to the Abbot, and take 
the Abbey himſelf. And truly it was 
dilcrectly 


—— > 
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diſcreetly done : For by this means 
they were reſtored , and, got-4no0- 
ther Cardinals Cap into their Fami- 
ly. Donna Olimpia cally agreed to 

4 it, as being deſirous to fortific her 
 felf: which ſhe thought ſhe could 
\T not do better, than by fortifymg 
\ that Houſe ſhe had allyed her ſelf . 
to 3 nor could they better 'ſecure 
their intereſt, than by having ano- 
ther Cardinal in their Fanuly, who 
made the third. A thing never ſcen 
before , three Cardinals of the 
ſame Houſe living at a time. 

All being concluded ,* and the 
Wedding kept in great ſtate , and 
to the aſtoniſhment of all men, to 
ſee ſuch a Change: the next Crea- 
tion that came, the elder Brother 
was made Cardinal. Thus the Bar- 
barini- got 'off” 5 which was their | 
principal Concern, For if my 
' had not diſpatched their ' Buſmeſs 
F now: the next Pope wouldnot have 
K failed to have' given them werk 
L enough 3 
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enougs which labour they now ſa- 
ved. 


Returned into Favour, the Pope 
gave them very great reſpect : and 
together with Donna Olimpia, they 

overned all the Church AL. 
Firs of Importance. Now for the 
Damage _ ſuffered through 
eight Years Abſence : in two Years 
and upwards that Innocext lived 
afterwards,it 1s moſt certain, they 
had licked themſelves ſo whole a- 
g24in by having been formerly ex- 
perienced in the Government and 
manner of that [Climate , that you 


could not find where they 5 


hurt. 
No man ought to wonder”, that 
the Pope ſhould ſo eafily conde- 
ſcend to the Creation of another 
Cardinal Barbarino., or that they 
ſhould preſume to demand it over 
and above the Honour of ſo great 
a Match, and reſtauration to all 
their Revenues : ſince there was a} 
the 


| 


| 


| 
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the reaſon in the Worhd for it. And 
I will tell you how. | 

It is an ancient and common pra--- 
tice among the Popes , for the 
Succeſlor to relinquiſh his Cardina- 
late to the Kindred of his Prede- 
ceſſor, from whom he had firſt re- 
ceived his own. Now Innotert , 
Who was created Cardinal by Ur- 


' ban the Eighth a Barbartn , ſtood 


obliged to relinquiſh his Catdind- 
late ſoſoon as tnade Pope, to the 
Houſe of the Barbarin? ; that is, 
to create a Cardinal at their In 
ſtance. The Barbarini did not for- 
get.to make their demand: for their 
Neptieay the Abbot : but the good 
Innocent hardned and incenſed a- 
gainſt them, would never hearken 
to it. So that upon the Reconcile- 
ment by the Match, it was no lon- 
ger to be deferred, as being fo 
clearly due. | | 

The Barbarini drove oti anothet 
Deſign with this Martiage , which .... 
L 2 they 
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they had long ſought for and deſi- 
red : and that was to match with 
ſome free Princes. And truly for 
many years with promiſes of large 
Sums they could never bring it a- 
| bout; till after they were allyed 
to Donna Olimpia , and then the 
marryed their Neece to the Duke 
of Modena, a Prince of Noble de- 
ſcent. This came eaſi tly to the Bar- 
barines : becauſe the Duke ſeeing 
them returned into Favour , and in 
a riſing condition , expected great 
matters from them 3 beſides that he 
was a little ſtraitned at that time , 
and wanted Money. Howloever, 
the Barbarini gave no other Porti- 
on with their Neece but the reſig- 
nation of the Abbey of Norantola , 
which Cardinal Antonto preſented 
to Cardinal Effe, Brother to the 
Duke of Modena, being worth ſome 
twerty thouſand Crowns a Year. 
Behold the Revolutions of the 
Barbarini under 1nocent and Donna 
| Olimpi a: 
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Olimpia: ' dead and raiſed again , 
caſt down and exalted beyond the 
fear of Fortune's viciſſitude, They 
ſay it was pleaſant, to fee their near 
Combination and Friendſhip with 
Innocent: who committed the grea- 
teſt part of his Afﬀairs , as well 
Spiritual as Temporal to their ma- 


; nagement 3 by which means, ha- 


ving not forgot their old wont of 
heaping up Riches, they gathered 
as faſt as they could, both for them- 
ſelves and Donna Olimpia , whom 
they inſtructed with new Devices to 


get Money onall hands. 


The better to fortifie the Houle 
and Perſon .of Donna ulimpia , the 
Barbarini adviſed her to marry ano- 
ther of her Neeces to ſome other 


| great Roman Lord. But her De- 
|: 11gn reached farther : For thinking 


her ſelf ſecure enough with the al- 
liance of the three Barbarin? , ſhe 
ſhe had propoſed to her ſelf the 
continuance of Dominion, through 

L 3 A 
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a confidence of meeting with fome 
opportunity to match her Neece 
with the Nephew of the next Pape, 
by giving a good round Sum. This 
made her ſhe would not hear of be- 
ſtowing her Neece, as looking upon 
it very feifable, and a good way, 
if not ſo cntirely, 1n part atleaſt to 
continue her power: well knowing, 
that the Idol of Rome is ready Mo- 
ney, without diſpute, But this De- 
ſign did not take. 

There were that put her inthe 
head of marrying her to the Duke 
of Parma, with a promiſe to make 
his Brother Cardinal , and a large 
Sum of ready Money. But this 
was a Subjeit rather for diſcourſe 
than practice : becauſe it 1s certain, 
the Duke would never have agreed 
to ſuch a Match , though originally 
he came from the Church him- 
ſelf. 

So ſoon as the Barbarini were ful- 
ly reſtored , the Authority of the 
Cardt- 


is 
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Cardinal-Patron began to decline 
apace':: infomuch, that ſome Em- 
bafladours would not loſe ſo much 
time , as to treat with him, whoſe 
addreſs they knew was no longer 
welcome to the Pope. Belſides,the 
Pope was fo well ſatisfied with the 
Aſhiſtance of the Barbarizz, thathe 
diſcloſed all the ſecrets of his Heart 


| tothem : being confident of ſuc-. 


ceſs, through the great experience 
theſe had gained by the manage- 
ment of fo many ſeveral Affairs , 
which had fucceeded to them for 


. twoand twenty Years together un- 


der the Reign of their Uncle. And 
therefore he left no more but the 
ſhadow of Power and Command to 
his adopted Nephew ; diſpatchin 

all by the Barbarini, The wo 
for this Cardinal was , that except 
his ordinary Emoluments , which 
might be worth to him ſome fifty 
thouſand Crowns a year, attended 


. with no ſmall expence, he had not 


L 4 the 
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the opportunity to get -one'farthing 
to lay up; ſo narrowly did -Donna 
Olixepia watch his water. For the 
poor man had madea little money 
once of a vacant Benefice: and 
Donna Olixzpia having ſmelt it out, 
run open mouth to the Pope to 
complain of him, that he had pre- 
ſumed to lay hands upon that he 
had nothing to do with 5 upon 
which the Pope commanded him to 
refund all preſently to the fajd La- 
dy. The ſame Cardinal related 
this to me, juſt asI te]] you : only 
that he told me fo much more , as 
would require $7r7's pen toſet it all 
down, The Barbarini looked not 
with a good eye upon this Cardi- 
nal: Patron ; not out of any imme- 
diate hatred to him, but becauſe he 
was Panziccl)'s creature, whom they 
had had a perfect averſion for. 
Therefore they diſparaged him to 
the Pope from time to time, as one 
that underſtood. not the place he 

held : 
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held : and indeed made 1t appear 
by evident demonſtrations enough. 
All this while Donna Olimpia was 
not wanting to contrive his rune, 
as neither the Pope's natural Ne- 
phews , who all conſpired to his 
overthrow. So that the poor Car- 
dinal ſtood betwixt Hawk and P1iz- 
zard, expeCting cn each hand to be 
made a prey of every moment; Jit- 
tle relying upon his authority,when 

he ſaw how cool the Pope grew to- 

wards him, and how warm -1n his 
| kindneſs to the Barbarini, However 
he abated proportionably in his 
refpet- to Dozna Olimpia, as he 
found the Pope indifferent towards 
him: But to the Barbarini he was 
not only civil but ob{cquious, pay- 
ing them the greateſt honour jma- 
ginable, with all exprcflions of af- 
tection upon every encounter , to 
procure their good wlll : But theſe 
devices arc ſo {tale in Rozze, that no 
body hcedsthem any more. Every 
body 
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body knows that in this Countrey 
men do reverence to the ground in 
the morning to thofe they conld 
willingly fee hanged in the after- 
noon : ſo that obſervance, court- 
ſhip, reverence, falutes and kifling 
of the hand in the Ko»2zar Court, 
are performed by the eye and not 
the heart. The Barbarini had been 
too long trained in that School to 
be moved at thoſe ceremonies the 
Cardinal-Patron beſtowed upon 
them : and therefore they payed 
him in the like coyn, not from the 
heart, but-with eye ſervice z which 
ſweet they omitted not to embitter 
with ſuch a ſeaſoning as ſhould poy- 
ſon his fortunes. And they had 
their deſire to the fatisfaction of 
themſelves, Donna Olimpia, and all 

the Pope s kindred. . 
As the intereſt of the Cardinal- 
Fatron was thus dwindling away , 
his hidden Enemies were not back- 
ward to give the fatal blow : which 
to 
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fo the great aſtoniſhment of all 
Rome was publickly done. For the 
Pope in great wrath againſt theper- 
ſon of this Cardinal, thundered out 
fuch ſtorms of indignation againſt 
him, that one would have thought 
greater could not have been ſenten- 
ced upon one guilty of High Trea- 
ſon. He forbad him his preſence in 
the moſt diſgraceful manner : com- 
manded that upon no pretence 
 Whatevez, he ſhould be permitted 
to approach the Court : took away 
from him the Title of Cardinal-Pa- 
tron : deprived him of that of Ne- 
phew, with expreſs order that he 
ſhould no more be called Paxfilio, 
but Aftali : Sequeſtred his Reve- 
nues, and all the Offices and Prefer- 
ments he held : and at laſt banithed 
him from the City of Rowe, with a 
reſtraint from taking any of his 
* Moveables away. Theſe Extrava- 
gancies made ſome laugh, and o- 
thers complain : though from ſo un- 
expected 
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expected an advance, nothing could 
be expected leſs than a mad and 
baſty Deſtruction, ſuch as this was. 
The noiſe of this was no,glooner 
ſpread about the City,and Cardinal 
Aſialli ſtole privately away, out of 
ſhame to be ſeen ina condition fo 
different from his former : but the 
Romans, according to their uſual 
cultom, would needs find out the 
ground ofall this. Some aſcribed 
it to the ambition of the Barbarzn, 
that they might diſpoſe wholly of 
the Pope, whom they had got into 
their hands : others layed all the 
fault upon Donna Olimpia . who 


. could endure no Competitor or Al- 


fiſtant in gathering up her. Wealth : 
nor wanted there ſuch as verily be- 
lieved the Pope himſelf had taken 
occalion.to do this thing, that to- 
wards his latter end he might be re- 
concited to his true Nephews, who 
were much offended at him for 
creating an adopted Nephew. 

| . There 
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There is ſomething of Reaſon in 
each of theſe Opinions to prevail 
with us : but the chief ground of 
this Reformaticn came from ano- 
ther. Source z the Pope being 1n- 
clined to it upon more intricate and 
deep: conliderations, fuch as were 
theſe following. _. © | 

In the time of UVrbaz their Un- 
cle, the Barbarini were grown (0 
high, that they thought, after ſo 
long a Reign, to do Miracles; nor 
could they with patience read that 
Siſtus quartus, Paulus tertins , Alex- 
anaer the fixth,Clement the ſeventh, 
and ſo many other Popes,which did 
not continue half the time their Un- 
cle had then dated, yet ſhould com- 
paſs their wiſhes to that degree, as 
to leave great and free Princes of 
their poſterity 3 and they after ſo 

| longa Reign, and with a greater 
treaſure could not overcome that 
that difficulty of making themſelves 
free Princes. They directed - all 


ther 
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their thoughts to that Deſign, and 
with the Proſpetive Glaſles - of 
their ambition daily ſurveyed all 
taly. They thought they had Or- 
ban ſure, x bo the Duke was dead 
without Heirs, in the Year 1631. 
But when that Deſign failed them, 
they caſt their eye upon Lnca, 
where they met with rubs, before 
they had begun their Project. Af- 
terwards the War with the Duke 
of Pariza coming on, they conclu- 
ded they had gained their purpoſe 
by reſolving todrive the Farmeſfs 
out of their Principality by main 
force : however they found it re- 
quiſite to defiſt from that Enter- 
priſe , for fear of draining their 
purſe too much. At laſt, they fixed 
their eyes upon the Kingdome of 
Naples, as likely to meet with bet- 
ter Fortune in the Acquiſition of 
a Crown, than that of Principali- 
ties. Now as they were contrivin 
to Out the King of Spaiz, and inve 
them- 
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themſelves of Naples, Urban dies, 
and ſoon after ſucceeds the EledGti- 
onof Innocent : and then they had 
enough to do to fave their own 
lives without looking after 
Crowns, which their ambition only 
gavethem Title to. Cardinal Az- 
tonio returned to Rowe, and all the 
Barbarini into Favour with 170- 
cent, they began to torment his 
decrepit Carcals with the ſuggeſti- 
ons of conquering the Kingdom of 
Naples , not without reproaching 
hin for letting {lip ſo fair an occa- 
ſfonin the Year 1647. at the time 
of Mas* Anel/o's Revolt. The de- 
clining eſtate of the Spaniard, made 
them ſuppoſe the attempt more 
teiſable than they themielves coujd 


' comprehend. 


The Pope, doting with Age,rea- 


| dily conſented to the Deligh.Donne 
| OlimpiacxpeCting to have the lar- 


geſt ſhare for her Nephews and 


Sons , Wasrtclolved to contribute a 


CON=- 


160 The Life of 
conliderable Sum of ready Money: 


and the Barbarini engaged to main- 
tain an Army of ten thouſand Men 


. at their own Coſt, till the Church 


ſhould be abſolutely in poſleſtion ; 
only upon condition that the Prin- 
cipality of Salerno ſhould remain 
exempt from the other Dominions | 
to the Houſe of the Barbarini, with 


| a freedom of pretence to buy in 


other with their Money. The BY 4 
is, finding this Kingdom lo ſpacious} | 
and full of Principalities 3 they 
thought not only to-make their Ne: 
phews,but all their. Foot-Boys Prin- 
ces. Thus furioulty doth Ambl- 
tion drive. 

Theſe Tranſactions were carry- 
ed with great ſecrecy betwixt the 
Pope, the Barbarini, Donna Olim- 


pia, and ſome of her react Rela- 


tions. The Cardinal-Patron - was 
judged unfit to be taken in, as one 
that diſcovered too much inclina- 


tion towards the Spaniard : and 1o 
he 
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he was wholly excluded from ſugh 
Conferences. However,they could 
not be ſo cloſe, but that the Cardi- 


nal had @ miſtruſt of it ; which 
made him enduſtrious to diſcover 


the bottom; and that no ſooner 


done, but 40 give proof of his Fidc- 
lity to Spain ; and withall to be re- 
venged of the Barbarini, who 
would not truſt him ; he gave an 


« Accompt to the Spamard, 
4 With whom be held a ftreight 
League of Friendſhip. 


Monſignor Azzol:2i. was at that 


time over the Briefs, which 1s a 


charge of great Importance , Truſt 
and S&recy : ſo that he was like- 
wiſe privy to the Plot we ſpoke of 
before, The Pope no ſooner ' un- 
der{tood that the Spaniard had. fit- 
ted all out , and by confequence 
knew his Deſign ; but he preſent- 
ly gave order to Az&olini,to uſe all 
diligence poſhble, to find out. who 
had revealed the Buſineſs ; with an 
q | M allurance 
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aſſurance of a Cardinals Cap, ſo 
ſoon as he ſhould diſcover the Trai- 
tour. Az2zolini tempted by this in- 
vitation, ſet to his task,,which in 
plain language 154 Spie 6 and with 
little noiſe and great induſtry found 
out the Traitour, intimating it pri- 
vately to the Pope, making it-evi- 


| dent to him the treachery of his 
adopted Nephew, as being the Per- 


ſon that had revealed this Secret. 
For which Cauſe, the Pope uſed 
Cardinal 4/za//i fo ill, as he did : 
and made Azz0l:i Cardinal in re- 
compenſe of this Service, the firſt 
Promotion that fell after this Acci- 
dent. Thus of theſe two Youths, 
the one as Traitour, was in diſgrace 


.with the Pope ; the other as Spie, 


got a Cardinals Cap; and one way 


* or ether both remain Cardinals. 


Upon this, Dona Olimpia finding: 
her Brother-in-law quite decayed, 
as It were with the Age of four- 
{core Years, which is conſiderable 


for 
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for a Gouty perſon, who had con- 
tinually a world of Cares upon 
| him; or whether it was that the 
Pope himſelt, fenfible of his own 
failings and decay of parts,' with . 
the loſs of his Taſt ; apprehending, 
leſt the Spaniards , incenſed. a- 
gainſt him , ſhould procure his 
Death, by ſome little preparation 
they are uſed to provide for ſuch as 
they cannot confide in; and not 
knowing to whom better to com- 
mit his Life, than to that dear Kimf- 
woman, for whoſe ſake he had for- . 
feited the reputation of his Perſon, - 
and the honour of the Church : he 
reſolves to call her into the Palace, 
and put himſelf intirely into her 
hands , and the diſcretion of her 
conduct, A thing altogether new, 
not ever heard of before ; that La- 
dies ſhould govern Popes. Though 
to me it ſeems not at all ſirange : 
| that the ſame Lady which had 
commanded him in his Youth, 
M 2 ſhould 
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{ſhould take care of him in his Old 
Age. | 

A pretty fight, they ſay, it was to 
ſee Donna Olimpia in the Pope's 
Chamber conſtantly by his Bed- 
{1de, holding one of his hands be- 
tween hers: for he was not able 
for weakneſs to fit up. She had fo 
contrived Curtains to be drawn at - 
the fide of the Bed, that ſhe could 
ſee without being ſeen, and hear 
without being perceived. And this 
ſhe had to withdraw her ſelf at any 
time , when the Pope gave Audi- 
ence to Embaſladours, who ſhould 
not be able to utter a word that 


this concealed Lady would not be 


privy to: though often times the 
Veil was taken off, and ſhe would 
anſwer herſelf in behalf of the Jan- 
guſhing Pope, to the no ſmall at- 
fliction of the Embaſladours. 

This Lady fed the Pope with 
her own hands, having given much 


ſtricter order 'than. uſual, that no 


body 
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body ſhould come into the Pope's 
Kitchin unleſs ſhe were by, only the 
Cook himſelf. Moſt commonly ſhe 
made a little Fable be drawn to 
the Bed-ſide, where ſhe dined with 
the Pope: though ſhe would ne- 
ver admit her own Son to that Ho- 
nour. In fine, there was no more 
talk inthe Palace, but of Donna 
Olimpia, Donna Olimpiahere, and 
Donna Oilmpia there, all Letters de- 
livered to Donna Viimpia , it was 
Donna Olimpia that peruſed them : 
the Memorials were no longer 
brought to the Pope, but to Donna 
 Oltmpia , who told him the Con- 
tents of them, and had always this 
Duplicate for Anſwer, Fate voz, fa- 
te voi; as muchas to ſay, Pray do 
you look after it. ” 
A man could ſee nothing but 
Preſents {till going up the Yati- 
can Stairs : but you never ſaw any 
come back 'again. Every two or 
three days, you ſhould meet three 
M 3 Or 


166 — TheLifeof 
or four Porters loaded with Mo- 


ney. Atni ght Donna Olimpia would 
ſlip out to viſit her own Palace : 
having firſt locked up the Pope's 


Chamber, and ten the Key with 


her. | 

All the Pope ſpoke with, he told 
them plainly, that but for Doxa 
Olizzpia he ſhould be dead, and that 
he owed his Life to her. The Prin- 
ceſs of Roſ/ano came into the Pope's 
Chamber one day to viſit him, 
while Dora Olimpra fateupon the 
Bed by him, holding him by the 


hand. The Princeſs in the middle BB 


of their diſcourſe finding a fit op- 
portunity , ſaid laughing to the 
Pope, Moſt holy Father, I am jealous 
to ſee you make jo much of my Mother- 
zn-law that 3s old, and not of me that 
am ſo much younger, The Pope 
ſeeming to hold up the Humour, 
anſwered her merrily , The hand 
that wounded me, is that which gives 
me relief. Words that. however 

meant. 


F Bags. 
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meant , confirmed the Princeſs in 
the ſuſpicion ſhe had of theſe two. 

At laſt Donna Olimpia grew fo 
ſuſpicious that any body ſhould 
come near him, as ſhe would not 
leave him a moment, though her 
own Son or Relations were 1n the 
room. Having thus made herſelf 
a Priſoner, ſhe was ſeen no more to 
paſs the ſtreets of Rome , not 1o 
much as go in Devotion to any 
Church : only, asI told yqu, ſome- 
times ſhe would ſteal to her own 
» Palace by night to turnover her 


Her keeping ſo cloſe to the 

: Pope, and by conſequence her not - 
appearing abroad, made the Cour- 
tiers interpret it not her care of the 
| Pope, but fear of the People : who 
as ſoon as ever they ſaw her, would 
ſet a running after-her Coach, cry- 
| Tong Bread, Bread. Infomuch, that 
one day ſhe had much ado to fave 
her Lite. For the people,cnraged 
M 4. to 


to have one continual Famine Jaft 
all over the City and Territory of 
Rome, belides ſo many other grie- 
vances, which produced nothing 
but the embelliſhing of a few 
{ſtreets with Fountains, and the. 
fatiating Donna Olimpia's thirſt af- 
ter Gold : as they ſaw her .Coach 
paſs by,they.came up to it in a rude 
and infolent manner, calling her a 
tlouſand Whores ; ſo that ſhe was 
tain to make her efcape into a Co- 
vent, and afterwards to the Popes 
Palace; leaving it to his Holineſs to : 
qualifie them by a Dole of ſome 
quantity of \Bread; After this at- 
. front, ſhe was aſhamed to appear 
in publick : befides that ſhe mi- 
ſtruſted to mect with ſome worſe 
misfortune. Notwithſtanding the 
people ceaſed not to exclaim daily 
againſt her, ſinging ſcurrilous Bal- 
lads of her all night about the 
ſtreets. Nay, I mult tell yor, a 
great company of the Rabble got 


into 
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into her Houſe one Day in a great 
Fury, and were going to pillage it, 
if the Pope had not preſently in 
prevention ſent fome Biſhops to 
diſperſe a thouſand or more of 
. Crowns to be ſcrambled for by the 
people, which with large promiles 
quieted them for the preſent. 

She would have made her peace 
with all the Malecontents towards 
the latter end of her Brother-1n- 
law : but thather greedineſs after 
Riches would not Jet her think of 
the means of doing it. Belides, 
that ſhe preſumed to be well e- 
nough fortified by the alliance of 
the Barbarini : having Wealth e- 
nough to Gdetie Fortune. She was 
a little concerned, that ſhe had an 
difference with Cardinal Sforza, 
for the diſpleaſure ſhe had done 
him : not out of any fear the had 
direCtly of his perſon 3 but becauſe 
the knew him to be a man of a tur- 


bulent Spirit, and ealily provoked 
to 


—"TRTOUF. T5 


170 | fe 0 
totalk ; ſo ſhe d 
nocent was dead, he might by his 
diſcourſe procure her more trou- 
ble. 

This Cardinal, who is yet alive, 
and hath a Genius, fitter for a 
Souldier, than a Prieſt, was made 
Chamberlain in Cardinal Antonzo's 
place, which carries profit as well as 
great Honour along with 1t. But 
according to his free way of ſpeak- 
ing, he began to inveigh openly 
againſt Doxna Olimpia , not being 
able to mention her but, with great 
bitterneſs in all company, to the 
great diſparagement of her perſon : 
ſo that ſhe was neceſſitated to. dif- 
grace him with the Pope, and ob- 
lige him to retire to his Church bf 
Rimini, where he 1s Biſhop. There 
was nothing at this time terrified 
Donna Olimpia lo much, as this Car- 
dinals tongue : and ſhe would moſt 
readily have obliged him , upon 
condition he would have left a 

Is 


bted, when I- 
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his murmuring kind of Muſick. But 
when ſhe conſidered one of that 
Kidney was never to be won, either 
with Gifts, Promiſes, or Hopes : ſhe 
changed her Note, and made as if 
ſhe was not concerned at him ; a- 
bout which time 1-noccnt died. 
After the Month of September in 
the Year 1654. the Pope began to 
decline paſt hopes. With the vi- 


gour of his body, the faculties of 


. his mind began to fail him, inſo- 

much as he forgot by night what he 
had done inthe morning, and many 
times talked idly. Upon which 
Donna Olimpia ſuffered him to be 
ſeen as little as poſſible, even to his 
beſt Friends: and when ſhe could 
not hinder the admittance of an 
Embaſladour, ſhe entreated him to 
uſe as few words as might be; ever 
pretending that he had not Reſted 
well that night, to make them 
think his diſtemper came from 
want of {leep, and not decay of 
Splrits. | Prince 
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© PrinceCamillo, otherwiſe called 
Parfilio, removed his Habitation 
to the Court, that is the YVaticar , ' 
to receive the Audience of the 
Embaſladours. But they made 
little addreſs, feeing the Popes 
condition, and that nothing ever 
came to a Reſult, but ſtill put off 
with. this anſwer : that they muſt 
wait for the Recovery of a decay- 
ed, dying Pope. The Princeſs 
likewiſe came to Court with her . 
Husband ; þut did not appear pub- 
lickly, and for the moſt part con- 
 tinued in her own Palaceall the 
day time. In ſhort , the Ladies 
were ſeen walk up and down the 
Faiican by Night. The Princeſs 
Juſtiniani , the Princels Ludoviſt, 
and the Princeſs. Parfilia, came. 1n 
all one Night, to the high diſplea- 
ſure of Donna Olimpia. However, 
this great Concourſe of Women 
was obſerved only for a Month be- 
fore the Pope died, Hence wy It 

tnart 
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that Paſquiz ſeeing many Ladies in 
the YVatzcar, contrary to the uſual 
cuſtom, made bold to tell 1arforio 
merrily ; 

Se tu vn0i fare il Ruffiano, 
Troverai Donne a'l Vaticano. 

It you'vea mind to play the Rufhan, 
You may find wenches at theUaticar: 

The Pope continued ten days 
without any uſe of Reaſon : and it 
is thought, Dowa O0l:4pia got in 
that time, above half a Million For 
the aſpiring Spirits, for fear of let- 
ting ſlip ſo fair an opportunity, and 
knowing the greedineſs of Dor 
Olimpia, run as if the Devil drove 
them to buy Eccleſiaſtical prefer- 
ments: which ſhe beſtowed with 
her eyes ſhut, ſo they came but 
with their hands open, Iknowa 
Canon that had fought for a Biſho- 
prick more than a hundred times, 
without ever obtaining it. And 
the reaſon was, he would give 
Donna Olimpia but five thouſand 


Crowns 
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Crowns for it, and ſhe demanded 
eight thouſand : ſo that though he 
came up at laſt to fix thouſand, 
they could: not agree, But now |; 
towards the latter end the ſame 


Donna Olimpia ſends for him, to | 


know whether he was ſtill in the 
mind he had been formerly ; and _ 
when ſhe found him a little cool, - 
proteſting to her that a violent 
temptation of the Fleſh had made 
him ſpend . two thouſand Crowns 
upon a lewd Woman: Oh, well, 
well, ſays ſhe, then you have four 
thouland Crowns left, bring them 
to me, that you may not loſe that 
which'I keep for you , and you 
ſhall be Biſhop for me; ſo ſhall I 
not loſe the ſatisfaction of preſent- 
ing ſo worthy a perſon tothat Dig- 
nity. . Thus was he declared Bi- 
ſhop at the very inſtant he layed 
down his four thouſand Crowns. 
Another Clergy Man, that had 
purchaſed a Benefice for two how 
ſan 
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ſand Crowns, felt ſuch a remorſe 
of Conſcience a little while after, 
that he would not go to take poſ- 
1 ſeſſion, but came to Donna Olimpia, 
& and did beſeech her to accept his 
"F ſurrender of vhat he had never yet 
entred upon, and only -pay him 
back three parts of what he had 
-, given her: for he felt the torments 
'of Hell for the $7#20ny he had con- 
trated. Donna Olimpia gave him 
no other anſwer, but that the Pope 
was yet living, and that he gave 
him his Benediction 3 by which 
| means the Devils could do him no 
harm, This was the comfort the 

, | ordinarily gave to 8im0x7akes. 
[ | Itis incredible to reckon up the 
. | groſs Simonies that were commit- 
. | tedin Rome, during the ſway of 
- | this Lady, eſpecially towards the 
1 | latter end. The Barbarizi made - 


. | great haſttohe Rich, under the 
1 | Reignof their Uncle : but yet they 
- | never forgot their reverence » 

| rac 
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the Church, ſtill making their gain 
ſome other- way, than by that.of 
S$:10ny. And if they did chance 
to make bold a little, 'it was very 
privately,, and not with ſuch open 
Impudence as this Lady. But the 
truth is, the Barbarini diſpoſed of a 
Church, where they were to con- 
tinue as Cardinals: now Donna 
Olizzpia commanded a Church, 
which it was likely: ſome time or 
other, ſhe would be obliged not 
only to quit, but fly from as a Wo- 
man, 

A certain Marquiſs had the cu- 
riolity at a great expence and 
trouble, to make a Computation 
of the *'Simonies committed by 
Donna Olimpia: but for fear of 
being reputed a Heretick, he left 
his Work unfiniſhed, having dif- 
covered that in Marca only, which 
is but an indifferent Province 3 ſhe 
had ſold in the ſpace of ten Years, 
three hundred thirty ſix OA 8 
that 
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that were commonly known, be- 
ſides what had raſſed under-hand. 
The Confeſlors proteſted. the name 
of $1720ny was become ſo ſcanda- 
lous and frequent, that many 
would not £0 to Church', becauſe 
they would not meet with Church- 
men; and others finding the abuſe 
ſo general, would not believeit to 
be a Sin. 

The French Prelates had nothing 
to anſwer the Proteſtants, that 
Jeered at the Church of Aame for 
Its $i#207y , and other Enormities 
there committed : ſo that they 
encreaſed their Church very muc 
by it. 

A German Biſhop, who had ſome 
_ number of Proteſtants in his D1o- 
ceſs, troubled to hear ſo many 
Reproaches, and ſee ſo many Wri- 
tings they publiſhed, to the ſhame 
of the Roman Church, for her fre- 
quent $70nies : took occaſion one 
day to write to the CONT 

+." ———— 
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of Cardinals ; that if the $1-2097e5 
of Donna Qlimpia age nop in 


Rome, he ſhould run hazzard of 
loſing his Biſhoprick., and the Church 
of Rome the People, This Letter 
came not to Rome till three days 
before the Pope's Death : and 
then Cardinal Frazceſco Barkari- 
zo kept it from the other Cardi- 
nals. ; 

Spain, which 1s thought the fir- 
meſt part of Chriſtendom to the 
Church of Roxze, began ta wave a 
little upon thoſe horrid accompts 
were brought of this Ladies dif- 
poſal of the Church, Nay, there 
were Biſhops that called a Synod, 
to advide how to..extinguifh that 
ſcandalous name of 9izo23, which 
gave ſo high offence both to Cler- 
gy and People. F;; 

At laſt it pleaſed the divine gogd- 
neſs, which rules all, to hs 5 
Church of fo abominable a {andal 
by the death of the Pope. 


Inn8- 
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Inzocent died the ſeventh of Ja- 
anary, in the Year 1655. after he 
had governed ten Years, four 
Months and twenty Days. A 
Pope, that truly might have deſer- 


 veda better Reccord, had not his 


Manners been debauched by his 
Siſter-in-law. 
The Church hath no reaſon to 


complain of him, as he was him- 


ſelf; but it complains in him of 


Donna Olimpia, Had he made 
Donna Olimpia live in him, and not 
he in her, his Aſhes might have de- 
ſerved an eternal Monument, and 
not to be buryed in oblivion, as it 
3s now neceſlary , to aboliſh the 
memory of his Siſter-in-law. He 
was not innocent, becauſe Donna 
O'impia was Innocent : but had ſhe 
been innocent, he might then have 
deſerved the name of 1-nocert. 
The two Nights before he dicd. 
all the Kindred were buſte in car- 
rying away the Moveables from 
N 2 the 
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the Vatican to Donna Olimpia's Pa- 
lace : and that with great ſecrecy, 
for fear if the People ſhould get 
knowledge of it, they ſhould out 
of confidence that the Pope were 
dead, ſtop them by the way by 
force, out of the great hatred they 
had for Dona Olzmpia. But For- 
tune was ſo favourable, as not to 
make the leaſt rub inthe way, as 
I ſuppoſe, that ſhe might conclude 
with the ſame propitions aſpect 
upon this Lady, as ſhe had be- 
gun. 

Thus had Donna Olimpia no 
ſooner cloſed the Pope's Eyes : but 
leaving the Body where it had ex- 
pired 1n the Quirinale ; ſhe, by the 
aſtiftance of ſome of her Confi- 
dents, got to her own Palace with 
her Son and Nephews, after ha- 
ving given notice to the Cardinals 
and Embaſladours by ſome of the 
Clerks, as the cuſtom is. But this 
advice was two days going about 
| after 
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ag the Pope's death. For his 
at 


Relations conceal it ſo long as it is 
poſſible, that they may fortifie 
their Intereſt in the mean time, and 
get Money ſo long as they can. 

The Death of Innocent was no 
ſooner divulged, but the City be- 
gan to rejoyce, as it always does in 
uch Conjunctures. And no won- 
der : ſince that which gives the 
People ſo great a fatisfaCtion, 1s the 
Liberty they have during an em- 
pty Chair. The Cardinals are ras 
viſhed with the Hopes that each 
pretend to, if not directly to be 
Pope, at leaſt to have one of his 
own chooſing. All the Kindred 
and Friends of the Cardinals are 
drunk with joy, tothink that they 
may arrive to the ſame pitch, the 
former are fallen from. And laſtly, 
the diſcontented parties are glad to 
find themſelves quitted of a pre- 
ſent oppreſſion. 


But if ever Rome was ina merry 
N 3 mood 
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- mood for the Death of a Pope, ger- 
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tainly it was for that of Imocent. 


It was beyond all compariſon , 


not fo much in refpe& of I-nocerrt 
himſelf; as of Dona Olimpia, whom 
they perfeRtly hated. Al fort of 
People bleſied God for his Mer- 
ey, indehvering the Church from 
the violence of Donna Olimpia. 
Ft was verily belteved, that during 
the vacancy, the Fury of the.rnde 


. Multitude would have offered 


ſome Infolence to the Palace and 
Perſon of this Lady : who therefore 
appeared abroad as little as fhe 
could, * However nothing hap- 
pened. For as they fay in Reme, 
trVhen the Dog is dead, all Malice 
dies with him. Thus they thought 
no, more of Donna Olinmpia © as 
fearing on the cther fide, to draw 
the diſpleaſure of all thoſe other 
great Families, ſhe was allied to, 
upon themſelves. 


But 


' Donna Olimipia. 183 
But yet if ever ſhe fotind her ſelf 
in a peck of Troubles,it was at this 
time ; for fear ſhe ſhould ſee ſome 
Pope that was her Enemy, inthe 
Paticay, She was induſtrious be- 
yond meaſure, in ſifting out the 
Addreſles and Inclinations of the 
Cardinals, and entertaining private 
Conferences with her Intimates , 
the Barbarini eſpecially. So that 
- by her vigilancy and contrivance 
the prevailed with ſome Cardinals 
to make upa flying Squadron, as 
you fhal! ſee hereafter. It began 
to appear plamly inthe Conclave, 
which was held m the Sacreſty of 
St. Peter , that there was an evi- 
dent dfviſton inthe Opinions of the 
Cardinals : and by conſequence it 
was like to hold long , each Fa- 
tion reſolving to be obſtinate in 
their Cauſe. Dona Olimpia, that 
ſhe might likewife have her ſhare 
in the Gnckive, that might look 
like a Party, addreſſed her felf to 
| ſome 
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ſome Creatures of the New Col- 
ledge; that 1s, Cardinals created 
by Tnnocert , to form themſelves 
ina Body, under the name of the 
Flying Squadron. The motion was 
very well received, and put into 
execution. It is true, there were 
ſome admitted that had no great 
kindneſs for Dona Olimpia : but ſhe - 
was aſlured of the major part, who 
reſolved to make no Pope, that 
were not a Friend to the Houle of 
Panfilio, Yet at laſt, ſhe.could not 
but have a ſuſpition of them : when 
having ſent her. Son , the Prince 
Panfilzo , to entreat the Cardinals 
of the Flying Squadron, to put 
themſelves under a Head, which he 
named, and it was Cardinal Joh: 
Carlo di Medici, who for his Senio- 
rity in the New Colledge, and the 
greatneſs of his Birth , and being 
the firſt of /zzocents creation,might 
have deſerved ; they gave this 
anſwer , That they had each of them 


a 
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a Head of their own, and Feet to walk. 
upon, without being beholding to any 
Body elſe for theirs. 

It would require ſome time here 
to ſet down all the paſlages and 
tranſactions of the Conclave. For 
to ſay truth, ſetting aſide the Inte- 
reſts of France and &8pair , 'every 
thing bent either to the ruine or 
origin of Donna Olimpia. The 
Cardinals that were her Enemies, 
would have given their Voices for 
the Devil, if he would have ſtood 
her Enemy : and her Friends would 
have ſhut out a Saint , had he de- 
clared againſt her. And truly, their 
violent proceedings gave us to un- 
derſtand as much. Thoſe that moſt 
{tickled for her, were theſe lx ; 
the three Barbarini, AzZzolini, Che- 
rubino, and Gualtieri, They were 
more than thirty that oppoſed her, 
of which eight or nine of Inocent's 
own Creatures, which were the 
Cardinals Sforza, Savelii , Aſtalli, 

Lomellino, 
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Lomellino, Imperiale, Borromeo, Pio, 
Lndoviſio, Aldobrandino , and het 


own Nephew Maldachini; who firſt 
declared himſelf her Enetfy, as the 


Fates would have it, and made .|, 


more Noife than all of them againſt 
his Aunt. Though indeed, he was 
but laughed at for his pains by the 
Conclave, which had a very mean 
Opinion of tilm. Nay, his Aunt , 
when ſhe heard how loud he was, 
ſatd only this , The Voice of an Afs 
will never reach Heawen, 

fe was verify thought, nay, the 
Cardinals themſelves made it ap- 
pear, that had it not been for the 
Intereſts that Donna Olimpia drove 
on, the Conclave had been at an 
end withina Month, whereas now 
it laſted three. The Lady pleaſed 
her felf to think of Cardinal Fran- 

co Barbarini his being Pope : as 
he that layed her Concerns moſt to 
heart, after the Reconcilement. 
Andrtraly he puſhed hard for tt : 


Car- 


Ee en 
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carrying more than thirty' Voices, 
that *ſtood ſtifly to have none but 


him. A Cardinal, who for his np- 
rightneſs of Life, deſerved ſuch arr 


\1+ Honour : had that been the Rule 


the Conclave went by. - Except 
Barbarino , Donna Olimpia was to 
ſeek whom to wiſh for, as a Po 
to her purpoſe, had it been Jeft to 
her choice: ſo that all her Ende- 
vours were only to keep off her 
declared Enemtes | 
Among thele, there were three 
, particularly exc}uded for this La- : 
dies fake. The firſt was Cardinal 
Palotta , a Man well deſerving, and 
one that was biaſled with no Inte- 
reft, which uſed to be the great 
obftacte to that preferment. He 
was no fooner bronght into play , 
. bur Cardinal Barbarino declared 
he would never give way to the 
Ele&ion of a perion, from whom 
was infallibly to be expected the 
Puniſhment of Donne 0/inmpiz, who 
| had 
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had done conſiderable Tnjaries to 
Palotta, So this Man's hopes were 
diſappointed, to the diſlike of ma- 
ny an honeſt Man. The. ſecond 
was Cardinal 1/aculano, of the ar- 
der of Saint Dominike, who bare 
the title of Saint Clement : and in- 
deed there was not ſo much ſtir for 
any body 1n the Conclave, as about 
his Elettion. Hewasa Cardinal , 
but lived more like a Hermite,than 
a perſon of that quality, never be- 
ing able to forget his Cloiſter life : 
upon which many Judging him to 
be a conſciencious perſon , put 


* hard for his Election. But Dona 


Olimpia looked upon him as a Fu- 
ry, or the Devil in humane ſhape: 
becauſe Innocent, out of the per- 
fect hatred he bare him, had al- 
ways repreſented him ſo to her, 
And therefore during his Reign ſhe 
was continually putting affronts 
upon the poor man, not ſo much to 
ſatisfie her own malice, as to pleaſe 
her 
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her Brother-in-law. Now . this 
made the Lady doubt if Maculano 
ſhould be made Pope, he would 
take all his revenge out upon her. 
So ſhe gave in charge never to ap- 
prove of Maculano, but to ſet him 
downin the book as the firſt to be 
excluded. 

Barbarino promiſed to do his 
beſt, and did it with a grcat deal 
of pains, and the help of Cardinal 
Antonio , who concurred likewiſe 
in the excluſion. The Partifans of 
Saint Clement finding themſelves at 
aſtand, made all means poſhble to 
quiet Donna Olimpia, They al- ©- 
ledged that Maculano or Sainc Cle-. 
ment, being a Subject of the Duke 
of Parma, lo neer a Relation to the 
Princeſs of Koſ/ana her Daughter- 
in-law, would certainly never do 
her any prejudice : becaule the 
greateſt miſchiet being what ſhould 
concern her eſtate, he would never 
do that for the Princeſs her ſake, 


who 
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- who was to ſhare in the Inheri- 
tance, But theſe ſeeming reaſons 
incenſed Dona Olimpia the more. 
For when ſhe conſidered that her 
perſecution muſt be kept off by the 
Princeſs her means : ſhe took on 
likea Mad-woman, ſwearing, That 
ſhe had rather periſſ under the 1n- 
Gignation , than live njon the re- 
commendation of her Danghter-in- 
law. Thus was Saint Clement kept 
Cut. 

The third they ſhut out was Cec- 
chini, who hated her more than all 
the reſt, by reaſon of the Proceſs 
that was commenced by her means 
againſt him and Maſcambruno , to 
take away the Datary from them, 
and to be made uncapable of any 
othice where the Pope had to do, 
In ſhort, he was perſecuted as 
guilty of High Treaſon againlt 
this (ade: and therefore appre- 
| hending his anger, ſhe made it her 
bufineſs to exclude him, and did ef- 
fect it, : Many 
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Many others there were that ſhe 
_ excluded : but not with that vio- 
| lenceas ſhedid theſe three, open- 
ly profeſling rather to dye , than 
' to ſee any of them Pope. Never- 


4 theleſs if ſhe had her will againſt 


her enemies, which were not few, 
ſhemiſled of it in the behalfof her 
friends : and indeed ſhe and Bar- 
barino declared , ſo they could keep 
off her ſworn enemies, they did 
not much care who clle was cho- 
len, 

However they did endevcur to 
ſet uP Cardinal Cherubino, one of 
little experience, and no Conjurer. 
But ſuch defects are not much con- 
{idered in the Conclave, and there- 
fore did him ſmall harm: They 
were only Dozna Olimpia's Adver- 
laries that would not admit of him, 
becauſe he was of her ſide. So 
that it was cblerved more than 
1wenty. Cardigals au{wered thoſe 
that propgied.Cherubino in the felt 

_ lame 
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ſame words one after another , 7 
give my vote againſt him , becauſe 
I will not have Donna Olimpia 7r1- 


amph amonest the Cherubins, 


- This Lady had no great opinion 
of Sacchetti, yet ſhe did not oppoſe 
him openly. Afterwards ſeeing 
how fiercely his Partiſans carried. 
on his cauſe , who thought verily 
to have made him Pope: being 
leſs afraid of him than of many 
others that put for it, to cajole 
with him, ſhe began to make Az- 
zoliniand Gualtieri for him 5 who 
did their weak endevour, though in 
vain. 

.- Cardinal Spada counterfeiting 
timfelf fick, got out of the Con- 
clave, and preſently 'began to 
treat with Donna Olimpia, Elakg 


her to ſtand Carpegra's friend, who 
had gone all along with her party : 
to whom ſhe made anſwer , that 
ſhe had referred all to Cardinal 
Barbarino , whoſe choice ſhe was 

reſo]- 


_ Donna Olmpra. 


reſolved toſtand to. Thus retur- 
ned the good man into the Con- 
clave again, but without ever com- 
paſling his deſign. 
The Cardinals Gnaltizer> and 
Azzolini without doubt got a great 
deal of 11] will in the Conclave, 
of which Cardinal Franceſco Bar- 
barino had no ſmall ſhare : and 


that for the great diſturbance they 


made to maintain Donna Olimpia's 
Intereſt, who was diſcourſed of in 
the Conclave with moſt tgnomi- 
nious Language. They wonder- 
ed not ſo much at Azzolinz and 
Gualtieri , becauſe they looked 
upon them as men of lives little an- 
ſwerable to their dignity ; beſides 
that, they were not made by the 


- Church but Doxna Olimpia, and 


ſo not by deſert : but that which 
amazed them, was to ſee a Cardi- 
nal, ſuch as Barbarino , ſo good 
and (incerea perſon, that we may 
lay, he wag the glory of the Con- 
O liſtory, 
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fiſtory, forſake the Intereſt of the 
Church , and embrace that of a 
Woman. Divers Cardinals, when 
they ſaw Barbarino would 'not al- 
low of Palotta and Mactlano for 
Donna Olimpia's fake , began to 
ſay, they ſhould never have belie- 
ved, that Barbarino would prefer 
a wicked woman before two good 
men. Cardinal Sforza, who en- 
devoured more than any tb pto- 
cure a Pope, that ſhould be her 
enemy, that he might have the 
fatisfaftion to ſee her well chaſti- 
zed : not able to endure that Bey- 
barino ſhould concern himſelf fo 
much for her , went about all the 
Conclave, telling them, according 
to his wonted bluntneſs', That til/ 
then he had takes Barbarino for « 
good Cardinal, but for the future he 
ſhould look upon hin as the Son of a 
Whore. | 
At laſt the Cardinals , weary of 
a three months priſon, relolved. 
Si to 


_ their inconvenience want the wtual 
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to make an end : the rather be- 
cauſe it was told them the people 
would endure nc longer to be 
without: a Head, and ſo much to 


Courts of Judicaturez beſides that, 
they nurtured more: and more 
againſt Doxna Olimpia, i as the per- 
ſon they ſuppoſed in great meature 
guiny of this delay. . This they 
cared might draw ow ſome; pab- 
lique as well as private miſchief : 
and therefore they. agreed to 
come to. the eleftion of one that 
ſhould give diſtaft-ro neither fide, 
And” that was Cardinal  Ghigd 
now Alexander the Seventh. Hi 
good manners, and exemplary Life 
to the world, his diſcreet manage, 
and umverfal learning ; made fo 
juſt a compoſition in” him., that he 
was the'only man judged capable 
of governing St. Pere3'3 Ship info 
boilterous times. 


O 2 He | 
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' He was made Cardinal by 1n0- 
cent with the approbation of all the 
houſe-of Panſilio. Wherefore Dox- 
4 Olizpia, and thoſe Cardinals that 
ſtuck toher , willingly concurred 
in his eleCtion : For they did not 
think it any way likely that he 
ſhould entertain an ill thought a- 
gainſ(t the Kinſwoman of that Pope 
who had made him Cardinal. 

On the other ſide, thoſe Cardi- 
nals which did not. favour Dona 
Olimpia, did not only forbear to 
hinder but promoted the advance 
of Ghigi more than all the reſt : For 
they did believe ſuch a Pope would 


be more inclined to the ſeverity of | 


Eliah, then the mildneſs of Fliſha ; 
and therefore would not fail to 
chaſtiſe her Ladyſhip for the mitl- 
chief ſhe had done the Church. 
They thought it impoſſible ſo zea- 
lous a Pope ſhould forbear to give 
teſtimony to all the world of his 
high reſentments againſt that Wo- 
RN 7 man, 
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' man, who Was looked upon as en- 
zine ofall the rogueries that were 
committed under J2nocert's reign. 
The Cardinals Sforza and Aſtal 
her ſworn enemies, {peaking with 
other Cardinals.their friends,about 
the election of Ghzez ; told them, 
if they both were contrived into a 
Pope, they ſhould not_ be able to 
puniſh her ſo ſufficiently, as Ghigz 
-would do, For nothing could 


contribute ſo much to the ſcourg- 


Ing of her for her Simonies, as the 
zeal of Ghigz. 

Thus. the night before the ſcru- 
tiny, all being refolved upon, the 
Cardinals Medici and Barbarino ſent 
to Ghigi to bid him be of ' good 
comfort, that on the morrow they 
would come to pay him adoration. 
Cardinal Roſetti Ghigi's enemy, be- 
' Ing not able to hinder the Election, 
asked Cardinal Barbarino, What 
ſtrange extrauagancies are theſe, that 
Donna Olimpia's enemies will have 

O 3 the 
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the Pope hey friends deſire 

wap p cory the riogrt 
enemies wiſh for, To which Bar- 
barino , that he might ſtop his 
touth, and; make him go along 
with them in the eltion anfveres: 
Marvail not : For we are reſolved to 
have one that is not our Creature : 

the Medici , ue of their $ub Jed s F 
France , one | that they bad ex» 
eluded : _"_ Spain, an anintereſſed 
Perſon, | 
' It is not to be imagined what 
Joy there was every where, at the 
EleGionof Cardinal Ghigi, There 
was not one N cgative Voice found 


Mm the Scrutiny, which ſeldom hap- 


at the Fleftion of a Pope. 
Koſetti himſelf that ſwore he would 
cut his Hand of, before 1t ſhould 
contribute to Ghig# s Election, gave 
His Vote mm the end. 

' So ſoon-a3 he was declared Pope, 
he fell upon his Knees, and prayed, 
and wept a little , and then m__ 

1s 
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his Aſlent,taking the name of Alex- 
auder, Thas gong out of -the 


Conclave in Proceſtion, and con- 
ducted to the Vatican, he began to 
exerciſe his Parts upon the Papal 
Authority. You could hear no 
other Diſcourſe throughout Rome, 


but of his Piety , from which they - 


expected great matters, Prance 
Camillo Panfilio , went one of the 
fir{t to congratulate him : to whom 
his Holineſs cxpreſled a great kind- 
neſs and reſpect. Donna Olimpig 
was reſolved to be none of the laſt : 
but hefides a Congratulation, ſhe 
made him by her Maggiordomo, 
ſhe ſent Cardinal 4z501zm; on pur- 
poſe to ſpy out the Land, (anem- 
ployment very natural to him) and 
to let the Pope know how great 
great Joy ſhe had to {ce one 
Pope, to whom her Kinſman had 
opened the way by making him 
Cardinal ; and the more, becauſe 
ſhe had alwayes repreſented him to 

O 4 Innocent, 


/ 
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Innocent , as a Man of extraordi- 
nary parts; ſo that ſhe ſeemed to 


ſhare with lum in the advance of 


his Fortunes. | 
Alexander, that knew Azzolini 
very well, and the conſtitution. of 
Donna Olimpia 5 anſwered him in 
ambiguous terms, that neither 
argued an acceptance , nor under- 
valuing of their Service : which, 


when 44&20/ini had related to the 


Lady, ſhe began to miltruſt the 
worlt. | 

Indeed Alexander had a very ill 
opinion of her ; but would not ſhew 
the effects of it at firſt ſo vigorouſly 
leſt he ſhould ſeem moved out of 
ſelf-intereſt ; always profeſling to 
do things leiſurely, and with advice 
as his practice witnefleth, Her 


 Adverſaries would not importune 


Phe Pope about her, juſt ſo ſoon as 
he was eſtabliſhed : and they had 
reaſon for it. Fer by this means, 
the Pope of himſelf, would upon 

| ſeveral 
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ſcveraboccafions.diſcover the wick- 
ed practice of the ſaid Lady : and 
when the way was once opened to 
her perſecution, then would they 
ſet their laſt hand to the work, 
Fhey failed not of their aim:For 
the Pope met with Motives every 
day, both in his Civil, and Eccle- 
ſraſtical Tranſanctions, to quarrel 
and impriſon Donna Olhmpia, The 
Datary- was wholly corrupted by 
' the 81977 ſhe had introduced, 
all Places fold , no Treaſure left, 
and a thouſand other mſicarriages 
appeared every day. His Zeal 
could not ſee this, and fit ſtill. 
Therefore he gave full Inſtructions 
to all his Ofthcers, Spiritual and 
Temporal, to make itrict Enquiry, 
and thoroughly inform themlelves 
of the Conduct of Donna Olimpia 'F 
inthe Reign of nnocent : and thar 
he might be the more cxactly cer- 
tified, he not only gave charge to 
his ordinary Officers, but deputed 
| other 
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other private Inquilitours in Rome, 
and about the State. 

Donna Olizzpia was ſo well ad- 
viſed of this diligence the Pope 
uſed againſt her, that ſhe tryed all 
was poſſtble to ſave her ſelf. She 
ſent Prince Parnftlio to belſeech his 
Holineſs not to give credit to the 
malicious Informations of her Ene- 
mies, and that ſhe referred her ſelf 
to his untainted Juſtice and Bounty: 
to which he only anſwered, If 
fhe rely upon Os, We will do her 
FJaſtice. 

Her Adverſaries by this time 
began to play their-parts : each 

. profering to prove a hundred 
Miſdemeanours Donna Ol:zzpia had 
committed againſt the-Church. 

There was not a day palled over 

'the Pope's head , that he had not 
preſented him a hundred Memo- 
rials, to dewand Juſtice agaialt this 

Lady : beſides private Informations 

without number, All thoſe that 

ſhe 
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ſhe had .made her Bargains with, 
polted them. 

Cardinal Barbarino, at the en- 
treaty of Dona Olimpia, went him- 
ſelfto ſpeak to the Pope in her be- 
half, before matters thould be gone 
too far : but found him fo averſe 
to hear of any Interceſiton, that he 
durſt not appear for her, as plainly 
- finding his word would do her more 
harm than good. : For he ſaw the 
Pope ſo zealous for the good of the 
Church, that in ſtead of Clemency, 
he recommended Juſtice to him : 
fo that he told him at parting, That 
he would treat Donna Olimpia , as a 
Prince ought to do with Juſtice , and 
4 Pape with Clemency © though her 
Allions flewed ſhe had neither Cle- 
. mency nor Juſtice, But Barbaring 
would not - terrife the poor Lady, 
| by repeating to her the fame 
| words, only wiſhed her to be 
| as wary and circumlpect as ſhe 
| Could. 


Now 
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- Now the Pope began to diſcover 


his Intentions, - of calling Dozza 
Olimpia to an accompt for all the 
Money the had received of the 
' Church: upon which, her Rela« 
tions fearing to loſe their ſhare of 
ſo goodly an Inheritance, efpecially 
the Prince her Son, all joyned to 
help her. The Princeſs Reſſano , 
had it been only defigned to tor- 
ment her Carcaſs, no doubt would 
not have ſpoke a word for her : but 
finding it extend to the Purſe, 
thought her ſelf obliged for her 
Childrens fake, to endevour her 
utmoſt to: preſerve not her, but 
her Eſtate. However ſome of the 
Cardinals would not meddle with 
ſo tickliſh a Buſineſs , as to oppoſe 
; a Pope, who was admired and 
adored, not ſo much for the emi- 
nence of his degree,as his exerplary 
Life. Yet all joyned in this advice : 


that ſhe ſhould ſtand the fiſt ſhock, 
before ſhe fled. > 


In 
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 Inthe mean time Donna Olimpia 

rofered to have Audience of the 
Po e: butſhe-was ſhamefully re- 
fuſed, the Pope declaring he would 
dive Audience to no Woman, but. 
upon a very urgent occaſion. And 
they ſay heanſwered the Meſſenger 
over and above, :-:t Donna Olim- 

1a had been too {umitliar with. opes 
and therefore ſhe might diſpenſe wit 
ſeeing them any more. . 

The private Inquiſttors that I 
told you of before, who were ap- 
pointed to learn out the Carriage 
of Donna vimpia while. her Bro- 
ther-in-law was Pope, brought in |} 
daily thouſands of Accufations a- | 
gainſ(t her, that ought to have been 
puniſhed 'not only by pecuniary 
Mulcts, but bodily chaſtiſement. 
The crys and complaints of: ſo ma- 
ny poor Biſhops that were oppreſ- 
ſed, ſo many worthy learned Men 
undone, ſo many honeſt Men perſe- 
cuted with Hunger , becauſe _ 

ha 
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had not Money to preſent Downs 
Olimpia for a preferment, reached 
up to- Heaven: beſides that many 
tirhes as the Pope paſled the Street, - 
you ſhould hear the people cry 
out for Juſtice again{t Dona Olim- 


a, 

Many began already to be ſcan- 
dalized at the Pope, that he pro- 
ceeded lo {lowly in a Buſineſs of 
this nature. The Barbarini them- 
ſelves, who confidering the Pope's 
zeal, thought It impoltible for her 
Ladyſhip tv eſcape, knew not what 
to think of it : when they ſaw how 
gently he came on, after ſo cleat 
Evidences. Her adverſaries daily 
inſtanced againſt her, and the 
Plamtifts brought in their Depoſti- 
tions: though 'indeed one would 
have thought the general out-cry 
and clamour', would have been 
Evidence enough to have puniſh- 
ed her by, that had robbed all and 


ſome. 


While 
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While things were thus wave- 
ring, Dona Ulimpia calls all her 
greateſt Confidents together , to 


. adviſe how to provide againſt the 
ſtorm, which ſhe looked upon as 


+ unavoidable. There were thoſe 


that counſelled her to retire from 
Rome into ſome neighbouring part, 
or into the State of ſome of her 
Nephews, under pretence of ta- 
King the Air. But this was not ap- 
proved of : fcr by her departure, 


# {he would cetrainly encourage her 


Enemies, and cauſe many to ſhew 
- themſelves, that had not yet ap- 
peared : Beſides , that the Rabble 
would be ten. times more Inſolent 
in her abſence, than now. Some 
would have had her gone to Lore- 
 to,incognita, as out of Devotion : 
which was not liked for many rea- 
ſons. The rather, becauſe not being 
able to get out of Rome without the 
Pope's Leave and Blefling, to be 
{ure he was already reſolved to 

grant 
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grant or deny, according as it beſt 
ſuited with his Deſigns : and thus 
it would not be diſcretion to make 
a bootleſs attempt. The Prince her 
Son, who was by, judged 1t not 
convenient to call the Chirargeon 
before ſhe was wounded : then 
turning to his Mother, he bid her 
be. of good comfort , telling her, 
Madam, the Fool runs away while his 
Houſe is burning down, Stay at 
Rome, and think of no other Re- 
Fuge. Look you but to your Perſon, 
and we will take care of your Eſtate. 
Thus was this Conference deter- 
mined with a ſumptuous Collation : 
though Cardinal Barbarino , who 
was one there, would not ſtay, but 
excuſed himſelf after his uſual man- 
ner upon ſuch occaſions, 

That which Donno Olimpia's 
Friends and Relations propoſed for 
her Honour, the Pope executed by 
way of Juſtice. For he ſent one of 


his Courtiers to Donna Olimpa , 
to 
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to command her exprelly. from him 
to leave Roxze within three days, 
and in eight to be at Orvreto, which 
is a City about thirty Miles from 
Rome : from whence ſhe was not 


_ to ſtir, without new Orders from 


his Holineſs. | 

It 1s nocalte matter to ſay, how 
much this Order diſturbed her. 
Yet ſhe puta good Face upon it 3 
telling thoſe that were about her, 
that ſhe thanked God, who had 
given her a Judge, whole good 
nature diſpoſed him to nothing but 
what was juſt; to whoſe Breaſt 
ſhe referred her Cauſe moſt will- 
ingly, as aſſured of her own Inno- 
Cence. 

Barbarino was reſolved to ven- 
ter another bout in her behalf, a- 


| his own inclination : but he 
found the Pope ſo much more hax- 


dened than formerly , that there 

was.no- coming near him; and ſo | 

was fain to ta ke his Leave, with a | 
P Lord 
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Lord have mercy upon #5, The 
Pope gave him no other anſwer to 
all his Diſcourſe, than this, We hal 
take more pity of Donna Olimpia , 
| than ſhe had ſometimes of the Barba- 
barini, The Cardinal caſting . 
down his Eyes with his wonted 
_ gravity, remained filent ; till pro- 
voked by I know not what ſugge- 
ſtion, at laſt deſired his Holineſs to 
pardon Donna Olimpia, as his Fa- 
mily had done after ſo many pro- 
vocations. Theſe words ſeemed to 
warm the Pope a little, . without 
putting him by his conſtant gravity: 
and he anſwered the Cardinal in 
his own terms, Tot have excuſed 
her, becauſe it was ſor Tour Intereſt : 
but We cannot , becauſe it will hurt 
Our Conſcience, Here the Pope 
ſtopped, and the Cardinal imme- 
diately took his Leave, with the 
uſual Ceremonies : returning ſtrait 
to Donna Olimpia, to give her an 
accompt of what had paſſed. 

Much 
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Much about the fame time, Prince 
Panfilio defired Audience of the 
Pope : who made him be told, he 
' would give Audience to none of 
Donna Olimpia's Relations, till ſhe 
were gone out of Rome. 

[t was therefore thought conve- 
nient that without any more to do, 
ſhe ſhould prepare to obey his Ho- 
lineſs : ſince. her delay would do 
her but an Injury. So ſhe went 
cut of Rome, incognita, the ſecond 
day after the Order. That night 
ſhe lay ſome two Miles our of 
Town, where almoſt all her Friends 
and Relations came to ſee her , 
in particalar, the Cardinals Azzo- 
lini and Gwzaltieri, who bid her take 
heart, and fear no colours. The 
Prince her Son would have gone 
with her to 0r2zeto, but ſhe would 
not let him : as eſteeming it more 
ſeaſonable to ſtay at Rowe, and fee 
how things went. Thus contipued 
ſhe her ; Sd cory and the Prince 


P.2 returned, 
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returned , receiving at his entry 
into the Town,an affront from ſome 
Boys that ran about his Coach, and 
ſung Songs and Libels upon his 
Mother. It was therefore found 
good prudence that Donna Olin, 
pia had conveyed her ſelf fo 
privately out of Town, to eſcape 
thoſe Infolencies upon her own 
perſon. 


The Town talked very much | 


upon the commanding this Lady 
away. Every one ſpoke to her 
diſadvantage with a concerned bit- 
terneſs, Her Relations, though. 
Princes,durſt not almoſt ſtir abroad 
for three or four dayes, to avoid 
the clamours and invectives of the 
people. 

The ſame day that Doxna Olim- 
p14 quitted Rome, the Pope ordered Y 
to begin to take the Examination of 
Witneſles for drawing up the Pro- 
ceſs. He likewiſe reſolved to ſpeak 
to the Confiſtory of Cardinals, that 


they 
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| they would refer all to his Prudence 


and Juſtice. 
In the mean timg Prince Parfilro 
had Audience of him , where a- 
mongſt other things he told him, 
that if every Pope ſhould under- 
take to correct the preſuppoſed 
Faults of the Relations of his 
Predeceſlour, it would make a 
Noiſe in the Church not a little 


ſcandalous : for the Hereticks 


would charge all the Blame upon 
the Popes themſelves, without 
whoſe concurrence , his Relations 
would have been able to have done 
little. The Pope did not like this 
Diſcourſe, but told the Prince, 
The Hereticks are ſcandalized to ſee 
Faults go unpuniſhed, and not to ſee 
them correted : and it is but fitting 


' that they ſhould give accompt to the 


Pope, who is to be reſponſible to God. 
And ſo he diſmiſſed him. 

The Politicians taxed the Prince 
very much of Weakneſs and Indiſ- | 
cretion, 
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cretion , that he would entertain 


with ſuch Diſcourſe a Pope, who |Þ 


had intimated {o great an averſion 
to his own Kindred, as to ſwear he 


he would never ſuffer any of them $ 


to be admitted into Rome, or to 
any Command whatever : though 


his Predeceſiours had always done 


It, 


The Examinations all this while | 
went on for accompliſhing the . F 


Proceſs, which they - thought 
would never come to an end, 


ſo many ſeveral Charges and Im- 


peachments coming daily one _ 


the neck of another : Therefore 


the Pope appointed that Dozna 


Olizrgia ſhould firſt give an ac-- 


cOmpt of what was already 
brought before him, For which 
purpoſe his Holineſs ſent a Com- 
miliary to her Ladyſhip ; to give 
her notice, that ſhe was to aniwer 


[| 4 
j 


diſtinctly to theſe following parti- | 


culars. 


i. Tofi 
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1. To give an Accompt of all 
the Money taken out of the Data- 
ry , without any occaſion of the 

hurch requiring it : forcing the 
Officers with Menaces to comply 
with her inſatiable deſires and ava- 
TICe, 

2, That ſhe ſhould clear her felt 
of what was laid to her Charge, of 
having ſold multitudes of Benetices: 
and that upon pain of Excommu- 
nication, ſhe ſhould confeſs to the 
Pope all the Sim:evies that were 
committed 1n her time. | 

2. That ſhe would refund all 
thoſe ſeveral ſums of Money ſhe had 
received in Compoſition of thoſe 
that had Suits at Law, throughout 
the whole ſtate of the Church. 

4. That ſhe would give accompt 
what was become of the Revennes 
of ſo many vacant Benefices, which 
the Stewards confeſſed to have 
payed in to her. 


P 4 5. To 
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5. To ſhew where the' Salaries ® 


of ſo many Officers were , which . 
were proved to have been carried 
to her Houle. 

6. She was to giye accompt for 
all the Corn ſhe had made be car- 
ried out the State to other places, 
where ſhe ordered. 

7. She was to pay back again all 
the ſuperfluous Expences ſhe had 
been the cauſe of, | 
© 8. Tocount for ſo many Taxes, 
Impoſts and Gabels, as were Jaid 
upon the people, to their great 
oppreſſion , by her inftigation : 
ſince the Officers that gathered 
them, confeſled they had payed all 
in to her, 

9. She ſhould be obliged imme- 
diately to reſtore all the Jewels ſhe 
had taken out of the ſeveral Trea- 
ſuries, aswell of Churches , as the 
Popes. 

Io, And laſt of all, ſhe. was 
charged by more than .a hundred 

| Wit- 
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Witneſſes, to have received over 


and above the ordinary Revenue, 
two Millions and an half of Gold 


| Ducats, for which no accompt had 


been given : and therefore his Ho- 
lineſs was reſolved ſhe ſhould make 


It good. This News was hardly ſo 


unwelcome to Donna O0limpia , as 
It was to her Relations, who ex- 
pected to be her Heirs : ſo that they 
went buzzing about like ſo many 
Bees, to juſtifie the Innocence of 
Donna Olimpia. The Lady drew up 
a formal Writing, to make it ap- 
pear that ſhe had not Intereſled her 
ſelf in the Government, and that 
whatever came to her hands , ſhe 
delivered it up to the Pope, who 
ordered it, and laid it out where 
there was occaſion, as other Popes 
uſed. to do before him. 

But theſe excuſes were too weak 
to ballance ſo many Proofs as were 
made out againſt her. So that it 


' was verily believed, what was 


whiſper- 
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whiſpered about Town, that the 
Pope was reſolved to Sequeſter her 


Eſtate , and impriſon her Perſon. 
It is true, this was but the rumour 


ofthe people : but afſuredly, the | 


Pope intended to have made 
her give accompt for every par- 


ticular. 
While Aﬀairs went on in this 


manner , the Dreadful Viſitation 


of the Plague fell upon Kome - 
ſo that moſt of the Courts being 
ſhut up , common Juſtice was 
ecclipled by the great Judg- 
ment, Trade left oft, Commerce 
among themſelves ſuſpended , and 
the Pope wholly taken up to 
fave as many as he could, to 
give order for the Sick and the 
Dead ; gavea ſtop to the Proceſs, 
and time to thoſe who were con- 
cerned to deviſe a way for Donna 
Olimpia s delivery. 

But if the hand of Man, or 


rather the Popes, was kept from 
puniſhing 


- 
pe EE nn 
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| puniſhing Donna Olimpia for a ſea- 


ſon : yet Heaven, that watches 
while Mortals are aſleep, could not 
but waken the divine Vengeance 
againſt ſo guilty a creature. The 
Scourge of the Plague viſited many 
in Orvieto, and among(t the firſt , 
that died under the execution of 
that Judgment,was this Lady ; who 
ſurely by her practices, thought her 
{elf immortal. 

Thus died Dorna Olimpia of the 
Plague in the Year 1656. at Orwieto 
ſome few Months after her perfe- 
cution.Her Corps lay above ground 
two dayes, having but few Servants 
with her, that were all dead be- 
fore. So that her Body was left to 


. the mercy of the Searchers, who 


were more lollicitous about her 
Jewels , than her Carcaſs, which 
was in a manner expoſed to be 
eaten by Dogs and Cats. She died 
without a Confeſlor ; which was 
looked upon as a Judgment wu 


er, 


|& 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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her, who had fo highly affronted 
and oppreſled the Clergy. 
Her Name was buried in Obli- 


' vion for ſome time, while the Con- 


tagion {topped the peoples mouths: 
and this Lady, who made ſo much 


. Norſe during her life, had not a 


Mourner to bewail her Death. 
Though no doubt had ſhe died at 
any other time, ſhe ſhould have had 
all.che honour of the Church, with 
alolemn Funeral : but in the mean 
time the P7azza's would have been 
filled with Satyrs and Paſquzls + For 
the Romans neither ſpare living 
nor dead. 

[t was thought ſhe left more than 
two Millions of Crowns in ready 
Money, beſtdes Land and Move- 
ables in-eſtimable , and what ſhe 
had already beſtowed upon her 
Kindred. The Prince her Son was 
Heir to her Palace in the Piazza 
Navona : which 1s the faireſt in 
Rome, and where ſhe had her rich- 


Eſt 
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eſt Goods. Indeed , except fome 
few Legacies to her Kindred and 
certain Churches , which in all ” 
amounted not to above three hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns ; all the 
reſt fell to the Prince, who took 
up his Habitation 1n the. Piazza Na- 
VOna, | 

After her Death there was no- . 
thing more done : though it was 
expeted the Pope would have 
come upon her Heirs, But the 
truth 1s, by this time the Pope 
was become like other men, by 
having changed his reſolutions. 
For he called all his Relations up 
to Rome ; which fight fo melted his 
Heart, that he could not but think 
of enriching them. To which end 
it 1s believed, he drew a Million 
out of Donne Olimpia's Eſtate ; 
which , without regarding the 
Church , the good Alexander d1- 
ſtributed amongſt his Kindred : and 
ſo fel] that Perſecution in ſecret, 

which 
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* which was commenced in publick. 
Cardinal Sferza, according to his 
wonted freedom, told a Friend of 
his, that Dona Olimpia's Money 


was palled from one Thief to another. 
And thus went- Dona Olimpia off 


the Stage. 
- Thus concludel her Story ; leſt 


- with twolong a Diſcourſe of the | 


| Dead, I ſhould importune the pati- 
ence of the Living. . 
_ And thus, gentle Reader,be con- 
tent to have read that , - which I 
. have been ſatisfied to take the pains 
to write. 
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